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BRS Conventions: aspects relating to PRTRs



Objectives of the BRS Conventions
The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions are multilateral environmental agreements, which 
share the common objective of protecting human health and the environment from hazardous 
chemicals and wastes

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal: created to protect human health and the environment from the negative effects of the 
inappropriate management of hazardous wastes worldwide

Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals 
and Pesticides in International Trade: facilitates information exchange about characteristics of 
hazardous chemicals and pesticides and provides for a national decision-making process on their 
import and export

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants: a global treaty to protect human health and 
the environment from persistent organic pollutants (POPs), which are highly dangerous, long-lasting 
chemicals, by restricting and ultimately eliminating their production, use, trade and release



PRTRs and the Stockholm Convention

Article 10 (5): “Each Party shall give sympathetic consideration to

developing mechanisms, such as pollutant release and transfer

registers, for the collection and dissemination of information on

estimates of the annual quantities of the chemicals listed in Annex A, B

or C that are released or disposed of.”

Article 15 on reporting: “Each Party shall provide to the Secretariat: (a)

Statistical data on its total quantities of production, import and export

of each of the chemicals listed in Annex A and Annex B or a reasonable

estimate of such data […]”

Annex C: source categories



PRTRs and the Rotterdam Convention – possible linkages

Article 15: “Each Party shall take such measures as may be necessary

to establish and strengthen its national infrastructures and institutions for

the effective implementation of this Convention. These measures may

include, as required, the adoption or amendment of national legislative or

administrative measures and may also include: (a) The establishment of

national registers and databases including safety information for

chemicals […]”

Text of the Rottedam Convention

http://www.pic.int/TheConvention/Overview/TextoftheConvention/tabid/1048/language/en-US/Default.aspx


PRTRs Protocol and the Basel Convention

Annex IV, DISPOSAL OPERATIONS

A. Operations which do not lead to the possibility of resource

recovery, recycling, reclamation, direct re-use or alternative uses

B. Operations which may lead to resource recovery, recycling

reclamation, direct re-use or alternative uses



Listing of chemicals: Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions



Process for listing chemicals in Annex III

Parties

• Art 5: Submit 

notifications for 

banned or 

severely 

restricted 

chemical to 

Secretariat

• Art 6: Submit 

proposals for 

Severely 

Hazardous 

Pesticide 

Formulations to 

Secretariat

Secretariat

• Verifies 

submissions 

against 

information 

requirements.

• Publishes in 

PIC Circular.

• Collects 

additional 

information.

IF notifications 

from two regions 

or one proposal: 

- Forwards to CRC

CRC

• Reviews 

candidate 

chemicals 

against criteria. 

• If criteria are 

met, 

recommends 

listing.

• Prepares draft 

DGDs.

• Forwards to 

COP for 

decision on 

listing.

COP

• Decides by 

consensus 

the listing of 

chemical in 

Annex III.

• Adopts DGD.



Chemical Review Committee (CRC)
• Subsidiary body under the Convention set up to, inter 

alia: 
• Recommend to the COP the listing of chemicals that meet 

the Convention criteria in Annex III to the Convention

• Develop draft decision guidance documents for chemicals 
recommended for listing 

• Recommends removal of chemicals from Annex III

• 31 government-designated experts from 5 UN regions 

• CRC meetings are open to observers (Parties 
and observers to RC) (public participation)



Article 8 (Listing of chemicals in Annexes A, B and C)

1. A Party submits a proposal for listing a new chemical

2. POPRC applies screening criteria specified in Annex D

3. POPRC develops a Risk Profile based on information 
provided by Parties and observers as specified in Annex E

4. POPRC develops a Risk Management Evaluation based on 
socio-economic information provided by Parties and 
observers as specified in Annex F

5. POPRC makes recommendations to the COP

6. COP decides whether to list the chemical, in which Annex

Process for listing new chemicals 



Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 
Review Committee (POPRC)

• POPRC is a subsidiary body of the Stockholm Convention 
set up to, inter alia: 

o Review chemicals proposed for listing in Annex A, B, 
and/or C

o Process in Article 8; information requirements/ 
criteria in Annex D, E, F 

o Make recommendations to the COP

• 31 government-designated experts from 5 UN regions

• POPRC meetings are open to observers (Parties and 
observers to the Stockholm Convention) (public 
participation) 



Dechlorane Plus
• POPRC-18: Adopted RME (UNEP/POPS/POPRC.18/11/Add.1) and 

recommended listing DP in Annex A with specific exemptions for 
production and use for: 

• In accordance with Article 4:

a) Aerospace;

b) Space and defence applications;

c) Medical imaging and radiotherapy devices/installations.

• Until the end of the service life of the articles or 2044, whichever comes earlier:

• Replacement parts for, and repair of, articles in the following applications:

i. Aerospace; 

ii. Space; 

iii. Defence; 

iv. Motor vehicles; 

v. Stationary industrial machines  for use in agriculture, forestry and 
construction;

vi. Marine, garden, forestry and outdoor power equipment;

vii. Medical  and in vitro diagnostic devices; 

viii. Medical imaging and radiotherapy devices/installations;

ix. Instruments for analysis, measurements, control, monitoring, 
testing, production and inspection.



UV-328
• POPRC-18: Adopted RME (UNEP/POPS/POPRC.18/11/Add.2) and 

recommended listing UV-328 in Annex A with specific exemptions for 
production and use for: 

• In accordance with Article 4:

a) Motor vehicles; 

b) Mechanical separators in blood collection tubes;

c) Industrial coating applications for automotive coating, engineering 
machine coating, rail transit coating, and heavy-duty coating for large 
steel structures; 

d) TAC film in polarizers; 

e) Photographic paper.

• Until the end of the service life of the articles or 2044, whichever comes earlier:

• Replacement parts for, and repair of, articles in the following applications:

i. Motor vehicles; 

ii. Stationary industrial machines  for use in agriculture, forestry and 
construction;

iii. Liquid crystal displays in medical and in-vitro diagnostic devices; 

iv. Liquid crystal displays in instruments for analysis, measurements, 
control, monitoring, testing, production and inspection.



Reporting requirements: Basel and Stockholm Conventions



Reporting under the Conventions

Basel Convention: 

• Mandate: Article 13 - Transmission of Information: “The Parties, consistent with national laws and regulations, shall transmit, 
through the Secretariat, to the Conference of the Parties established under Article 15, before the end of each calendar year, a 
report on the previous calendar year, containing the following information […]” inter alia on:

- (b) Information regarding transboundary movements of hazardous wastes or other wastes in which they have been involved

- (g) Information on disposal options operated within the area of their national jurisdiction

- (f ) Information on accidents occurring during the transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous wastes and other wastes and on the measures 
undertaken to deal with them

• National reports submitted annually. 

Stockholm Convention: 

• Mandate: Article 15 - “Each Party shall provide to the Secretariat: (a) Statistical data on its total quantities of production, import 
and export of each of the chemicals listed in Annex A and Annex B or a reasonable estimate of such data; and (b) To the extent 
practicable, a list of the States from which it has imported each such substance and the States to which it has exported each such 
substance.” 

• National reports submitted every four years.

• National Implementation Plans (NIPs): Parties are required to prepare a plan explaining how they are going to implement the 
obligations under the Convention and make efforts to put such a plan into operation (Article 7).



Basel Convention
• Tons/year of generation of hazardous waste 

and other wastes
• Tons/year of exported/imported hazardous and 

other waste and final disposal/recovery 
operation

• Final disposal/recovery options operated within 
the national jurisdiction  

Stockholm Convention
• Kg of POPs produced, imported and exported per year. 
• Kg of unintentional releases of polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCB), pentachlorobenzene, 
hexachlorobenzene, polychlorinated naphthalene (PCN) 
per year.

• gTEQ of unintentional releases of dioxins and furans per 
year.

• Total tons and year of disposal of wastes consisting or 
containing industrial POPs.

• Inventory information of PCB-containing equipment.
• Statistical data on production and use of PFOS.

National Reporting



Final points and 
resources

• Guidelines and Toolkits are available 
to support national reporting on 
hazardous chemicals and waste.

• Through the BRS COP, Parties regularly 
update the lists of chemicals and 
include new ones.

• Information on the currently listed 
chemicals is available on the BRS 
Conventions’ website – also features 
chemicals proposed for listing under 
the Stockholm Convention, and 
chemicals recommended for listing &
candidate chemicals for the 
Rotterdam Convention.



Thank you.
Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions

International Environment House I 
11-15 Chemin des Anémones

CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva, Switzerland
www.brsmeas.org

http://www.brsmeas.org/

