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Why is this work important for the
pan-European region?

» Adequate WASH in health-care facilities is imperative for ensuring quality of care, newborn and maternal
health, preventing nosocomial infections, combatting antimicrobial resistance, and ensuring occupational
health for health workers

» There is scarcity of data in the region to inform improvements

» Ostrava Declaration (2017): Ensure and sustain the provision of adequate WASH services in schools and
health care facilities through systematic situation assessments and by setting national targets and action plans

* World Health Assembly Resolution 72.7 (2019): Urges member states to
assess, plan and improve WASH in healthcare facilities

« COVID-19 context: Adequate WASH in health-care facilities is the first line of
defense for the protection of patients and staff
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« WHA resolution 73.1 (2020) on COVID-19 response calls for measures to support . 4,
access to safe WASH and IPC, in particular in health facilities g '@' £
% ¥

» Core capacity under the International Health Regulations (IHR) to address international spared of disease
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Major milestones since 2020 and outcomes

* In-depth situation analyses and (pilot) .
surveys conducted in six countries « Strengthened governance for WASH in
(Georgia, Hungary, Montenegro, health care facilities.

Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Tajikistan)

« Better evidence-base by establishing
» Technical support to countries on national baselines

policy development

* Improved monitoring to track progress:

« NEW PUBLICATION: Water, sanitation more than 10 countries reported for WASH
and hygiene in health-care facilities: in health care facilities under SDGs 3 and 6

A practical tool for situation assessment
and improvement planning

NEW PUBLICATION: First ever regional report on WASH in health-care facilities WATEp
Improving quality of care through better water, sanitation and hygiene: § A%ﬁ
A pan-European perspective ) 'u‘ 3%
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Challenges and lessons learnt for future work

* COVID-19 pandemic further emphasised the importance of adequate WASH in health care facilities
while putting pressure on existing systems (e.g. health-care waste management)

* Activities in this programme area support countries in the implementation of WHA resolutions 72.7 and
73.1 contributing to pandemic recovery and preparedness

» Countries need further support in assessing the situation, establishing and implementing roadmaps
towards improving quality of care through improved WASH

* In-depth reviews identified a data gap on financing and human resources for WASH in health care
facilities in many countries

« Cross-cutting aspects were identified: linkages to equitable access and small scale water supplies

and sanitation NWATEp
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Suggested future work in this area

OBJECTIVES: Improve WASH services in institutional settings, particularly in schools,
health care facilities, and other priority settings, including workplaces and public places,

by assisting Parties and other States to:
a) Prioritize, improve and monitor WASH services in these settings

b) Promote effective cooperation between relevant health and environmental sectors to foster
higher quality of health care services

c) Support translating regional and global commitments addressing these settings into
national targets and actions in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol

d) Foster implementation of the global recommendations for WASH and hand hygiene to prevent
and control COVID-19 in these settings
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Suggested future work in this area
Improving water, sanitation and hygiene in health-care facilities

1. Facilitate policy dialogue and capacity building: Conduct a regional and/or up to two subregional
workshops to disseminate evidence-based guidance and recommendations and regional evidence

on WASH in health care facilities

2. Foster national baselines and and informed action planning: Support up to two countries — upon
request — in undertaking a national assessment of WASH in health-care facilities

3. Strengthening governance: Assist up to two countries — upon request — in strengthening
surveillance of WASH services in health-care facilities and in the development of national definitions

for an advanced WASH service level

4. Foster facility-based improvement through the application of the
WHO Water and Sanitation for Health Facility Improvement Tool (WASH FIT)
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Thank you for your attention!
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New publications on
WASH in health care

facilities

Valentina Grossi, WHO Regional Office for Europe




6th Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health

Water, sanitation and hygiene
in health-care facilities:

A practical tool for situation
assessment and improvement
Woer, sanitation pla A ning

and hygiene in
health-care facilities

A practical tool for situation
assessment and improvement
planning
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A practical tool for situation assessment and
improvement on WASH in health care facilities

« To support national and subnational health authorities for systematic,
country-specific assessment of WASH in health care facilities

* Primary outcomes: to establish baseline information, identify
improvement needs and intervention priorities

* Results can inform target setting, improvement actions, review of évr?éiriysgci]gri;c%%ino_?t_
° . . . ea -Ccare racittes
surveillance systems, and the development of national monitoring £ o s il oo,
. . lannin
systems for advanced service levels and SDG reporting =
(®

* It can complement or expand assessments on IPC and other WASH-
related topics
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9 A practical tool for situation assessment and
improvement on WASH in health care facilities
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CONTENT

* Practical tips for planning and conducting assessments

Comprehensive checklist with chapters on: water, sanitation, hand hygiene,
waste management and environmental cleaning
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« Assessment questions based on the latest guidelines and WHO/UNICEF indicators,

hygens validated in several countries
« Easy adaptation to the local context
» Useful for:
o
Emironmenta 1) Structured interviews JWATEp
deaning is)
2) Onsite checks/observations s Ai%
. . = |
e 3) Taking pictures > 'U» &

Annotations
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Improving quality of care
through better water,
sanitation and hygiene:

A pan-European perspective
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Improving quality of care through better water,
sanitation and hygiene: a pan-European perspective

» First comprehensive report of WASH in health-care facilities for the ' @nn  @oece
pan-European region, including health-care waste management and mpraving
. . Lit
environmental cleaning care through
etter water,

sanitation

and hygiene

A pan-European
erspective

* Showcasing the high relevance of improving WASH provisions for
better quality of care for all countries in the Region

» Recognising the broad landscape and high diversity in the Region

« Creating a bridge between health care delivery, quality of care and WASH i ‘
services as a core element of IPC

* Providing a robust scientific basis for the Region and inform on the drivers for
accelerating action to advance quality of care through improved WASH .
Q
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Improving quality of care through better water,
sanitation and hygiene: a pan-European perspective

CONTENT
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Improvin

 Interlinked political commitments for WASH in health care airor
facilities, infection prevention and control, and quality health care

better water,
sanitation
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* Evidence from the literature on the relevance of WASH for health
care systems in countries of the region

« Data on provisions and governance for WASH in health care i ‘
facilities from the Region £)

« Crosscutting benefits and opportunities for strengthening WASH
in health care facilities
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Thank you for your attention!
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Fundamentals First

Improving water, sanitation, hygtene, waste
and cleaning in health care facilities

Maggie Montgomery, WHO Headquarter
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What's New

Last reporting on World Health Assembly Resolution 72.7 on WASH in Health Care Facilities in 2023

Calls for ALL Member States to:

* Establish national roadmap, targets and implement 8 praCtlcaI steps framework for

standards on WASH in HCF and infection prevention and implementing resolution
control (IPC)
L 1 =
* Integrate WASH and IPC standards and indicators into S =
health programming and monitoring . e
. .. . . . 1 CONDUCT SITUATION 2 SET TARGETS AND 3 ESTABLISH NATIONAL 4 IMPROVE AND
* Address inequities, especially in primary health care ANALYSIS AND DEFINE ROADMAP STANDARDS AND. A eTURE

MECHANISMS

facilities and facilities where births occur

* Increase domestic funding for WASH in HCF

Urges for the WHO DIreCtor General to: 5 MONITOR AND 6 DEVELOP HEALTH 7 ENGAGE 8 CONDUCT

REVIEW DATA WORKFORCE COMMUNITIES OPERATIONAL
RESEARCH AND

SHARE LEARNING

* Provide leadership, technical guidance and regularly report on

A

| !

Hlyan ©

* Mobilize partners and investments

Available at: http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf files/WHA72/A72 R7-en.pdf



http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R7-en.pdf
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Country progress tracker now “live”
final updates for 2023 progress report ongoing; deadline end of November

BASELINE ASSESSMENT OR MNATIOMAL COORDINATION ‘WASH IN HEALTH CARE HEAITH CARE WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE WASH INDICATORS IN WORKFORCE COMMUNITY

COUNTRIES & REGIONS SITUATIOMNAL AMALYSIS

& ROADMAPS FACILITIES STANDARD MANAGEMENT STANDARD IMPROVEMENTS NATIONAL MOMNITORING DEVELOPMENT ENGAGEMENT
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Indenesia 0 & 65+ countries making

Iraq 6 o ¢ o progress:
. https://washinhcf.org/country-
progress-tracker/

Kuwait O O & 0 o 6 6 8!

o

Kenya O é

Kyrgyzstan s 6 & O ‘ Legend
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. Globally, >90% working on/completed baselines and situational analyses + Fracheel siop underway or parkly complctod

& need has been identified ta and for plans are in place to stert

>

updating standards

* Only 34% integrated WASH into HMIS; only 11% analysing and using data b toremmmSimmpmnmit %
* 6 countries from EURO included (nearly 70 in total) & ‘oo g 'A)‘ £
% u ¥
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Many new practical resources and examples now available
Step 1:

Understanding Situational
barriers to quality .
of care anaIySIS
An approach for . 4 Step 4: WASH FIT V
conducting a situational A ??gzﬁm: @) unece
el e / 2.0 package +
health :Iui:clllllu W4 Implementatlon
O} examples
?ﬁ \évr?éel'l; solgltotlon = J Health Care
heolth core focnlltles ‘:'j;‘ Waste Management
ésgrez;tr:lcear:ttond |mprovement - b MAN UAL
Bk iesi  unicaf @ hid§  elanning
-~ Fourth Edition
1 @&

Step 3: National
standards (including
climate resilience)

Dz @ Step 5: Core
questions for

ool ML integrating into HMIS
e o GO & harmonized
| _/ surveys

Development Gosls

Woter sonltotlon
and hygien Q\\“ATE};I
health- core fOCIlItIeS S %
c:sseC;sment ond |mprovement L5 A "
planning o
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Step 2: National strategies
and roadmaps

Visit www.washinhcf.org




2022 analysis of COVID-19 waste found ALOT- o=

but solutions exist

38,000 *

TONNES

NON-ESSENTIAL
personal
protective
equipment

ESSENTIAL
personal
protective
equipment

49,000

TONNES i
{735 World Health
¢ Organization

Problem is solvable ———

Sustainable waste is a key element of sustainable
and low-carbon health care facilities (COP26 and

COP27 commitments)

> Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health

Waste volumes increased 3-4x and where
no segregation 10x!

* Almost half of COVID-19 waste (through
UN-supply portal) was non-essential

1 —NON-WASTE—]

PREPARING
FOR RE-USE

O

Invest in safe, reusable products
and decontamination systems

RECOVERY @

Buy products with recycled
and bio materials

WASTE

PREVENTION ED@

World Health

.. GLOBAL

© . ANALYSIS

s o OFHEALTH

~* ___GRARE WASTE
4% 7 INTHE

~/ GONTEXT
OF COVID-19

A\ STATUS, IMPACTS
\ AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Rational use-i.e. do not
use gloves if not needed

RECYCLING Y\

Support recycling systems
and products

DISPOSAL IIIES
5

Invest in well managed landfills
and waste workers
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Cost of investing in WASH in health care facilities is
modest with a high return

...but highest costs for waste management &
primary health care

—,
Achieving universal basic WASH by 2030 All facilities Hospitals
in all LDCs will cost, on average, US$ cost, cost, cost,
6.5-9.6 billion: equal to billion % billion % billion %
. ‘ uss$ uss$ uss$
0.60S/capita/year
SfeigiiEy Water 1.5 20 0.05 0.7 1.5 19
Sanitation 1.8 23 0.08 1 1.7 22
Annual costs for WASH in health care Hygiene l 0.8 11 0.12 1.5 0.7 9

facilities in LDCs are 3% of annual g/l
3.7 46 0.2 3.1 3.4 44
recurrent government spending  (kaalia

on health and 3% of the annual _ _ . .
universal WASH pricetag. 1 USD invested in hand hygiene in

i AT
health care yields a 15 USD return STER,
s AN %
OO
Citation: Chaitkin, et al., 2022. Estimating the cost of achieving basic water, sanitation, hygiene and waste management services in health care facilities in the 46 e *

UN designated least-developed countries. Lancet Global Health. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/P11S2214-109X(22)00099-7/fulltext



https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(22)00099-7/fulltext
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Why is this work important for the
pan-European region?

» Adequate WASH in schools is a key determinant for children’s health and well-being,
equitable learning opportunities and learning outcomes

> Yet, many pupils do not have adequate access to WASH services that meet their needs

4 QUALITY
ETUCATION

« COVID-19 response: Recommendations to strengthening WASH in schools for safe
operating during the pandemic

+ Ostrava Declaration (2017): Ensuring and sustaining the provision of adequate WASH
services in schools and health care facilities through systematic situation assessments and by
setting national targets and action plans

* Paris Declaration (2016): Making every school a health promoting school, including through
provisions for adequate WASH services g A%
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Major milestones since 2020 and outcomes

» Policy dialogues and exchange of experience to accelerate action:

* Sub-regional workshops on WASH in schools — one for eastern
European countries (6-8 July 2021) and one for south-eastern
European countries (4-6 April 2022), with participants from 15
countries and contributions from Parties and partner organisations

* Webinar on universal access to hand hygiene and practices
(21 April 2021): to kick-off of the Hand Hygiene for All initiative
in the Region and to showcase national initiatives with focus on
public spaces (with more than 270 attendees)

« Strengthening standards for WASH in schools and their
implementation (Kazakhstan, Serbia, Republic of Moldova)

« Assisting countries in establishing national baselines, strengthening
surveillance and monitoring progress towards the SDGs 4a and 6
with more than 30 countries reporting progress for WASH in schools

ater, sanit

ation and

ygiene in schools

Meeting summary

On 6-8 July 2021, over 30 health and eduedtion experts
and decision-makers from Belarus, Estania, Latvia,

Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Russian F
Ukraine gathered for a subregional works
sanitation and hygiene WASH) in schools.

The event took place in a virtual format and was
jointly hosted by the WHO European Centre for
Environment and Health and the Republican

Scientific and Practical Centre of Hygiene of the

ederation and
hop on water,

The workshop also provided a forum to discuss

World Health
Organization
(©)

warwrs EUTOpE

The workshop facilitated networking and fruitful

regional priorities for action d |
implementation of WASH improvements at
the national and local levels, as well as the safe

Ministry of Health of Belarus. PP
provided by the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
safety.

The purpose of the workshop was to provide an
Up-to-date overview of health and education
considerations for ensuring adequate WASH in
schools

reopening of the COVID-19
pandemic

‘The event was expected to raise awareness on the

WASH provision in schools for better health, well-
being and learning; increase understanding about
the range of possible WASH-related interventions;
and stimulate action at the national level, including
through the Protocol on Water and Health.

Experts from
Hungary, Serbia and the United Kingdom, as well
as the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Europe and Central Asia Regional Office and the
Schools for Health in Europe (SHE) Network shared
insights and experiences.

Thanks to the pupils from Belarus who joined the
workshop, the participants also had a chance to
learn from those with first-hand experiences of
using WASH facilities in schools.

This document presents the highlights of the
discussions at the meeting

Hygiene in schools: critical behaviours such putting in place functional

to improving school safety
during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond

handwashing stations and hygiene promotion.

Arepresentative from the UNICEF Europe and
Central Asia Regional Office underlined several
measures that have been critical during the

COVID-19 response, for instance, providing regular

st

upplies of consumables such as soap and paper

towels.

Handwashing with soap is the most effective way
to reduce respiratory and gastrointestinal infections
in the school setting. Hand hygiene interventions in
schools have shown a beneficial effect on reducing
absenteeism due to infections.

Despite demonstrated beneficial effects, a “culture
of hand hygiene” is not yet a reality in the European
Region. However, the COVID-19 pandemic triggered
renewed attention, highlighting the need to ensure
adequate hygiene conditions in schools.

‘The Hand Hygiene for All Global Initiative by
WHO and UNICEF calls for countries to lay out
comprehensive roadmaps that bridge national
COVID-19 preparedness and response plans with
mid-and long-term national development plans
to ensure hand hygiene isa mainstay beyond the
pandemic, as part of infection prevention and
control and WASH efforts.

Workshop participants had the chance to reflect
on their country experiences of school reopening
and hygiene response measures to control the
spread of COVID19, focusing on the importance of
an enabling environment to support good hygiene

AWHO representative introduced the
recommendations from the European Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) on schooling during the
COVID-19 pandemic, including guidance issued
0 schools on WASH measures. This included
educating children on good hygiene practices by
age-appropriate means (eg. coughing “etiquette’,
proper hand hygiene), and providing hand
disinfection stations at the school entrance.
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Other related activities since 2020

« Awareness-raising on strengthening action for WASH
in schools:

« Communication campaigns TAKING ACTION
« Advocacy tiles for menstrual health in schools Ok

« Collection of testimonies on the changes needed for
menstrual health in schools

« Educational materials for WASH in schools for pupils
(poster series)

« Learning exchange on best practices and solutions for the
promotion of drinking-water consumption:

« Expert meeting (Moscow, 27-28 February 2020)

« Draft toolkit to support the promotion of drinking-
water for local decision-makers
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Challenges and lessons learnt for future work

« COVID-19 pandemic focused attention on WASH in schools:
 Educational sector previously often underestimated the importance of environmental conditions,
including WASH in learning outcomes
« The pandemic has shown that schools can be important sites for disease transmission, well
targeted interventions can bring major benefits
« Pandemic response interventions were time-bound and there is need to increase attention on
maintaining improvements long-term

* Need to widen the scope:
* More attention is needed on (hand) hygiene and menstrual health
* We should look beyond institutions to ensure access to WASH: public spaces are also important

* Cross-cutting links: e
. . . . . . 0$ R
» Linkages to equitable access, small scale water supplies and sanitation, and surveillance Af"é’
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Suggested future work in this area

OBJECTIVES: Improve WASH services in institutional settings, particularly in schools,
health care facilities, and other priority settings, including workplaces and public places,

by assisting Parties and other States to:
a) Prioritize, improve and monitor WASH services in these settings

b) Promote effective cooperation between the education and health sectors to foster improved
health and educational outcomes

c) Support translating regional and global commitments addressing these settings into
national targets and actions in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol

d) Foster implementation of the global recommendations for WASH and hand hygiene to prevent
and control COVID-19 in these settings
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Suggested future work in this area
Improving water, sanitation and hygiene (n schools

(a) Facilitate policy dialogue and capacity building:
» Organize up to two subregional workshops on available
evidence, recommendations and tools for WASH in

In collaboration

with programme

schools
areas 4 and 6

(b) Facilitate partnerships and expertise exchange:
 Collate best practices related to hand hygiene, menstrual

hygiene and on-site sanitation in schools
» Organize an expert group meeting to share country

experiences
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Suggested future work in this area
Scaling up action for hand hygiene (n institutions, public and workplaces

(a) Support regional roll out of the WHO/UNICEF Hand

Hygiene for All Global Initiative:
» Support up to two countries, upon request, in the
development and implementation of a national :
with programme

area 6

roadmap/strategy on hand hygiene

(b) Foster learning exchange and best practices:
 Collate case studies on national efforts for promoting

and sustaining hand hygiene practices in public places

In collaboration
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Thank you for your attention!
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Hand Hygiene for All Initiative Available WHO tools

A call to action for accelerated action on hand hygiene State of the
World’s Hand

Hygiene report

', World Health
“¥ Organization

S
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for every child o
[_covip-1o 2
HygieneHub Hand hyg|ene
GLOBAL .
WHESE 4 C IFRC acceleration
s - framework tool
47 1 0\ itmatona SANITATION X ) .
= O R ‘ ] Phase 1 v estevesi@who.int
w ) I Phase 2 “
(i UNHCR i WaterAid -‘ Phase 3
No assessment
calth unicef & i ngmamkcmup E%@%LZEIC / - R Three decisions to be made by the user
50+ countries across the world have Costing tool e e e
reported system-strengthening work for household = mmmem s i
Data and information . ha nd hyglene oy
. 1 Capacity development Which HWE for domestic settings?
] Homemade HWF je.g. tippy tag) = 1 |
Which ?

et
for g
wisits) = 1 | i
PrOMOSon willout Those achvites = 0

Financing

Innovation
-

- ) Sign up to receive the ...And forthcommg..: |
W A periodic newsletter on * New burden of disease estimates & country tool

WASH by clicking here. e Strengthened methodology for financial tracking
of hand hygiene via WASH Accounts

Governance



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-HEP-ECH-WSH-2021.3
mailto:estevesj@who.int
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240036444
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/d/D6A83C031B8E6E71
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