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Demos Helsinki
Only together can we fight for a fair, sustainable, and joyful next era.

Demos Helsinki is an impact-led think tank. We are 50 curious and kind individuals with a diverse 
background, based in Helsinki and Paris.

Among our partners:Knowledge

Reimagination

Action

Research operations: 
Responsible for knowledge
– providing analysis, deep 
understanding.

UNTITLED community: 
Responsible for reimagination
– creating radical synthesis 
through new ideas.

Consultancy operations:
Responsible for action 
– new practices, creating 
champions and change.





Finland’s key challenges
■ Finland is at the forefront of many 

international sustainability 
comparisons and studies and close to 
reaching many of the SDGs related to 
social and economic sustainability. 

■ Finland’s key challenges are related to 
consumption and production patterns, 
climate action and the state of 
biodiversity. 

■ The forest industry represent about 
20% of Finnish exports. A majority of 
production is exported. 

Source: Forestry trade Finland 



The estimated annual growth potential 
of circular economy for Finland by 2030 

2-3 billion 
euros 



Strategic programme 
to promote a circular 
economy in Finland:

A carbon neutral 
circular economy 

by 2035



Strategic programme to promote CE 

◼ Stated in the government programme, lead by two ministries (Ministry 
of the Environment and Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment), 
co-created together with about 80 stakeholders

◼ Is an effort to combine environmental, climate and industrial policy

◼ Contains 41 actions and recommendations with proposals on 
responsible organisations

◼ Was accepted by the government in early 2021, implementation ongoing

See an English summary here: https://ym.fi/en/strategic-programme-to-promote-a-circular-economy

https://ym.fi/en/strategic-programme-to-promote-a-circular-economy


The programme includes ambitious circular economy targets

Limit total 
domestic 

consumption 
of primary raw 

materials
to 2015 level

By 
2035

Double circular 
material use rate 

of materials

Double resource 
productivity 
compared to 

2015 
(€/tonne)

(RMC tonnes)

to



The biggest challenges for the transition lie in 
markets, legislation and culture

◼ Markets for CE business models and solutions don’t really yet exist

◼ Policy and regulation are still heavily anchored in linear models

◼ Open data, data governance and infrastructure that support circularity 
don’t exist in scale

◼ Cultural changes in consumption patterns take a long time to change. It is 
difficult to imagine a society that fits into planetary boundaries.



Implementing the programme 

Finland will create a national voluntary 
agreement called Circular economy green 
deal with 80 key stakeholders

Create a market for the circular economy 
through legislation, economic guidance and 
digitalisation. 

Examples of 
focus areas 
for coming 
years



Elements for success 

High-level commitment

Concrete, measurable goals

Engaged stakeholders 

1

2
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www.demoshelsinki.fi 
Twitter: @demoshelsinki
satu.lahteenoja@demoshelsinki.fi 

Thank you!
We are happy to work together with you.


