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In accordance with its work programme, CESNI develops vessel technical requirements to 
allow the use of alternatives fuels. The main objective is to permit the use of methanol and 
hydrogen (compressed/liquefied), either in fuel cells or combustion engines, as conventional 
technologies for the propulsion of inland vessels. Other technologies such as compressed 
natural gas or hydrogen carriers will be addressed in the coming years. By establishing the 
legal certainty for these new technologies, CESNI wants to contribute to the achievements of 
the emission reduction targets, as set out in the Mannheim Declaration and the European 
Green deal.  

In practice, the Working Group CESNI/PT/FC prepares proposals to amend the European 
Standard laying down Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation vessels (ES-TRIN). As 
the latter is focused on the design and equipment of inland vessels, it does not include 
operational requirements which are covered by international and national police regulations. 
Nevertheless, the Working Group CESNI/PT/FC has identified few proposals which could 
feed in the development of police requirements for the use of alternatives fuels and has asked 
the CESNI Secretariat to share with the different competent bodies in Europe.  

The summary of the recommendations of the Working Group addressed to regulatory and 
standardization bodies involved in charge of the development of the police requirements at 
European level are contained in the annex. Although these recommendations only relate to 
the methanol storage, CESNI Secretariat does not exclude similar inputs for hydrogen at later 
stage. 
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