Public participation in decision-making on
health-related issues linked to air pollution

10th meeting of the Task Force on Public Participation in Decision-making under
the Aarhus Convention



Air quality in Yerevan. 22 September, 2022
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http://meteomonitoring.am/posts/33




General problems related to public participation in decision-
making in Armenia

I In Armenia the public participation in
decision-making processes remains a problem

Public hearings on the exploitation
of mines and the construction of
hydroelectric power plants are
often boycotted.




With regard to compliance by Armenia with its obligations under the
Aarhus Convention

1! Since 2006 does not fulfilled the Recommendations of Compliance
Committee / ECE/MP.PP/C.1/2006/2/Add.1 10 May 2006/

(c) develop detailed procedures for public participation in decision-
making on activities referred to in article 6, paragraph 1, of the
Convention, inter alia by incorporating them into the new Law on
Environmental Impact Assessment, and to ensure their practical
application, including by providing training to officials of all the
relevant public authorities at various levels of administration;

(d) ensure that appropriate forms of decisions are used in decision-
making on matters subject to articles 6 and 7, so as to ensure that
the public can effectively exercise their rights under the Convention;



Public participatio
with fundamental documents

» It should be mentioned that the state bodies make
notifications regarding the hearings according to the
RA Law "On Environmental Impact Assessment and
Expertise" / 06.21.2014. HO-110-N/, as well as in
accordance with the procedure established by the
Decree N 1325-N of the RA Government dated
19.11.2014, ,,On determining the procedure of the
public notification and discussions”. Also, in
accordance with

» Chapter 2 of the Law “On Normative Legal Acts”
and Decree N 1146-N dated 10 October 2018
“On defining the procedure for organizing and
conducting public discussions®, adopted
according to this law.
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Invitations to public
hearings are posted by
responsible authorities on
their official websites.
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In Sevan was held a
workshop between
representatives of a
number of NGOs,
discussed the draft law in
depth and presented an
extensive package of
recommendations to the
Ministry.



During the discussion, a number of
issues were raised, the opinions
presented by the state agencies on
the draft law were addressed. But:
a/ NGOs are not aware of them;

b/ NGOs have not yet received a
detailed written response to their
extensive Package of Suggestions.

Epidemiologist Nune Bakunts, deputy director of the
National Center for Disease Control and Prevention of
the Ministry of Health, noted that human health depends
on a number of factors, including environmental factors,
and that the Ministry of Health is an equal beneficiary of
this legislative regulation.

9 September, 2022



iscussions at the ME
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islative reforms in the fief
protection
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There was no public discussion

—

At the 21.07.2022 session of
the government, the
"Amendment to the Law of the
Republic of Armenia on
Atmospheric Air Protection”
developed by the Ministry of
Environment was approved.

The aim of the project is to ensure the
effective management of atmospheric
air protection through the creation of a
legal basis, in accordance with modern
approaches and in the context of

sustainable development.



We have not anymore Environmental monitoring Center

In 2016, the RA Government, by its decision N1277-N, dissolved the
state body "Environmental Impact Monitoring Center", which was to deal
with environmental impact monitoring, instead creating "Environmental
Monitoring and Information Center", abolished the authority to implement
the monitoring of the impact, leaving only environmental monitoring and
information liabilities. Arguing that they don't have appropriate specialists,
experts to deal with impact monitoring.

"Environmental Monitoring and Information Center " of ME of RA

A 4

“‘HYDROMETEOROLOGY AND MONITORING CENTER” SNCO of ME of RA




Thank you for your attention!

A

Ruzanna Ghazaryan
10-11 October, 2022

GENEVA



