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National censuses since Moldova’s 
independence



Plans and innovations for 2024 PHC

• In order to increase the quality 
(reliability and completeness), as 
well as to reduce the deadlines for 
data processing and dissemination 
in the next RPL, it is envisaged to 
use modern technologies and new 
data collection methods

• Collection method - CAWI, CAPI

• Duration – 30 days (CAWI), 60 
(CAPI);

• Electronic devices – tablets or 
smartphones;

• Use of administrative data for 
prefilled questions;

• Use of the geographic information 
system (GIS) at the stage of 
preparing the RPL, collecting data 
and disseminating the results.



Development and adoption of the PHC law 

2019-2022
• Draft Law on the population and housing 

census, round 2020 -> based on the previous Law 
90/2012 on PHC 2014 and evaluation report of PHC
2014, supported by UNFPA in 2017;

• Normative acts of the Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Canada, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Georgia, Great Britain, Israel, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Ukraine were studied;

• International Recommendations both EU and UN were 
studied;

• In 2020 a Generic Law on the Population and Housing 
Census was drafted instead of the specific law;

• During the International Technical Advisory Board
meeting the draft law was consulted with international 
experts;

• Discussions within NBS Working Group (WG) on 
censuses;

28th of July 2022 the 
law was adopted

It was published in 
the Official Gazette 
on the 26th of 
August 2022 and will 
be in force starting 
from 26th of 
September 2022.



Structure of the PHC 2014 law vs generic law 2022
LAW No. 90 as of 26.04.2012
on population and housing census of the 
Republic of Moldova in 2014

• Chapter I. General provisions

• Chapter II. Timeframe for the pilot 
and  census

• Chapter III. Preparation and 
conducting of the census

• Chapter IV. Data confidentiality 

• Chapter V. Legal liability

• Chapter VI. Financing

• Chapter VII. Final provisions

Law no. 231 as of 28 July 2022
GENERIC LAW on population and housing 
census

• Chapter I. General provisions

• Chapter II. Preparation and 
conducting of the census

• Chapter III. Duties and 
responsibilities

• Chapter IV. Statistical 
confidentiality and personal data 
protection

• Chapter V. Legal liability

• Chapter VI. Final provisions



Harmonization with EU Regulation (EC) no. 
763/2008 

This law transposed Regulation (EC) no. 

763/2008 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council of the European 

Union of 9 July 2008 on the population 

and housing census and ensured the 

necessary framework for its application

Definitions to be transposed from:

• population

• buildings

• usual residence

• essential features of population 
and housing censuses

Annex - Topics to be covered in 
Population and Housing Censuses -
partially

It transposed the definition of 
usual residence and the Annex 
with topics of the regulation

LAW No. 90 as of 26.04.2012
on population and housing census of the 
Republic of Moldova in 2014

Law no. 231 as of 28 July 2022
GENERIC LAW on population and housing 
census
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Evaluation of  administrative data sources (1)

= Discover =

= Acquisition =

Phases

= Discover =

Evaluation of administrative data sourcesNBS requirements and intended use of SDA data

Population, 
migration, 

census

Vital statistics

Migration

Population 
(census, annual) 

Demographic 
indicators

Institutional 
Environment

Timeliness Accessibility Interpretability Relevance Coherence Accuracy

Quality dimensions (incl. criteria)

Score, rank

819.09.2022



1
2
3

4
5

1
2
3
4

5

SDAs evaluatedStatistical areas Needs VS intended use

Evaluation of  administrative data sources (2)

To be continued …

SIA Medicină primară
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Human resources strategy
1. General provisions

1.1. Goals of the Strategy
1.2. Tasks of the Strategy
1.3. Terminology and definitions
1.4. Responsible persons

2. Staff recruitment
2.1. Organizational structure (hierarchy 
and subordination)
2.2. Headcount and budget (per number 
of employees)
2.3. Staff recruitment process
2.4. Human resources marketing
2.5. Employment of temporary staff
2.6. HR Metrics

3. Staff training
3.1. Training process

3.2. Forms, formats and training methods

4. The process of replacing 

participants

5. Monitoring and evaluation of 

efficiency in the census process

6. Payroll system

7. Final provisions

Awaiting to be approved

Anexe la Strategia RU/3 Recrutare/Superv_Recenz/3.4 Recrutare Supervizor_Recenzor.pdf


Goal of AIS

Establishment of single and modern framework for 
statistics on population and housing census, 
demography, migration to ensure that Moldova has 
reliable, detailed and comparable data on the size 
and the demographic, social, employment, housing, 
educational and migratory characteristics of the 
population.

Benefits:

✓Further harmonization of concepts and population 
definitions, stocks and flows; 

✓More information about migration flows;
✓More information on population groups related to 

migration and such as foreign-born and foreign 
citizens,

✓Increased geographical detail in the statistics 
available.

✓Improvements in frequency, efficiency of production, 
timeliness and coherence of population statistics.

Concept of Automated Information System

POPULATION & MIGRATION STATISTICS

11

Multi-register population & 
migration statistics

Combined census- and then
register-based censuses
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Ongoing activities

Government decision for the 
next 2024 PHC is at the 
consultation stage

Listing of buildings and 
dwellings aimed at map 
updating via georeferencing 
(support of EU-funded ParStat
project)

Quality Assessment of 
Administrative Data 
Sources (metadata and 
microdata)

Development of 
census 
questionnaires 
(including public 
consultations) and 
census methodology 

Develop full and detailed 
communication and 
visibility campaign 
strategy

Development of pilot 
tests program 

Development of the 
quality management 
program of census 
operations



Census CONDUCT and POST-CENSUS
activities 2022-2026

2022-2023
• Develop the IT system for the census with 

the following modules:
• Data protection system
• Monitoring census logistics
• Field data collection by enumerators and 

with participation of supervisors 
• Reporting and monitoring of census 

enumeration

• Develop all the necessary census tools 
(manuals for different staff, procedures 
for enumeration etc.)

• Implement the pilot tests program 

• Planning the dissemination of the results

• Develop census evaluation program

• Gradually implement the quality 
management program of census 
operations

2024

• Field enumeration within the general 
census 

• Field enumeration of the post 
enumeration survey

• Data processing

• Data dissemination

• Data communication

• Final reports

2025-2026



Thank you 
for your 

attention!


