
Euro-Asian Transport
Progress up-date

Mr. Roel Janssens, Secretary

Working Party on Transport Trends and 
Economics (WP.5) 35th Session

Geneva – 5-7 September 2022



Mandate

The ITC at its eighty-fourth annual session in February 2022:

“Noted the endorsement by WP.5 of the initiative of the Governments 
of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Türkiye, Kazakhstan and Ukraine to develop and 
implement an EATL Route 3 Corridor Coordination Management 
Mechanism and Corridor Performance Review (COPR) Mechanism and 
invited these Governments and the secretariat to provide an update on 
progress made at the next ITC session in February 2023”

ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2022/1 and informal document no. 6 [provides 
a preliminary progress update]



Overall trends

▪ Trade between Europe and Asia currently 
at USD 3.1 trillion (ITC 2021)

▪ China-Europe freight trains surpass 15,000 
yearly.  In May 2022 alone, China-Europe 
freight container trains transported TEU 
129,500

▪ Maritime container freight rates feature a 
steep increase, e.g. ocean shipping costs 
per container from China to Türkiye were 
in 2018 at ca. USD 2,500 USD/ currently at 
USD 14,000

▪ Container shortages



Increased ocean shipping rates lead to 
a further increase of rail freight 
movements

Opportunity for the Trans-Caspian and 
Almaty-Istanbul Corridors



SWOT analysis – Trans-Caspian



SWOT analysis – Trans-Caspian



Trans-Caspian route



Almaty-Istanbul route



Corridor based action is needed:

▪ To establish corridor-wide agreed 
timetables and tariffs as well as en 
route border crossing point efficiency 
for rail freight transport on both the 
Trans-Caspian and the Almaty-Istanbul 
corridors

▪ To agree on a prioritized list of actions 
to be taken in relation to 
harmonization of existing tariffs, 
services, and time schedules and to 
overcome remaining physical/ non-
physical challenges and bottlenecks

▪ To facilitate the regular container block 
train operations on both corridors
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