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Housekeeping



Opening and approval of the agenda 

Mr. Jim Robb, Chair, Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems



Election of officers

Nominations received 
Chair:
Mr. Jim Robb, United States

Vice-Chairs:
Mr. Baurzhan Umirzakov, Kazakhstan
Mr. Georgy Popov, Russian Federation
Mr. Andrew Minchener, International Centre for Sustainable Carbon 
Mr. King Lee, World Nuclear Association 
Mr. Antoine Herzog, Électricité de France 



Election of officers

Elected candidates
Chair:
Mr. Jim Robb, United States

Vice-Chairs:
Mr. Baurzhan Umirzakov, Kazakhstan
Mr. Andrew Minchener, International Centre for Sustainable Carbon 
Mr. King Lee, World Nuclear Association 
Mr. Antoine Herzog, Électricité de France 



Election of officers
• As per the Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure of the Economic Commission for Europe, Fifth 

Revised Edition
CHAPTER IX: VOTING
Rule 42: All elections shall be decided by secret ballot, unless, in the absence of any objection, the 
Commission decides to proceed without taking a ballot on an agreed candidate or slate

Instructions: 
1. Distribution of ballots to member States (one ballot per delegation present)
2. Member States mark their votes on the provided ballot
3. Secretariat calls member States alphabetically to approach the ballot box to confirm identity and cast 

their vote
4. Secretariat verifies and counts the ballots
5. Secretariat validates the results 

Note: only candidates that receive the required majority (simple majority of the members 
present and voting) are elected

6.  Chair reports the results  

https://unece.org/DAM/oes/mandate/Commission_Rev5_English.pdf


Election of officers

• As per the Rules of Procedure of the Committee on Sustainable Energy 
(https://unece.org/sustainable-energycommittee-sustainable-energy/rules-
procedure):

• Para 15. Candidates for the Bureaux of the subsidiary bodies shall be nominated by ECE 
member States where possible. The Bureaux of the subsidiary bodies can nominate 
additional Vice-Chairs from the expert community based on their expertise, 
professionalism, and support as appropriate.

• Para 16. Elections to Bureaux will take place in accordance with the Guidelines on 
procedures and practices for ECE bodies adopted by the Economic Commission for 
Europe

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fsustainable-energycommittee-sustainable-energy%2Frules-procedure&data=05%7C01%7Civa.brkic%40un.org%7C8793591f81034d612da408da9937d7de%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637990762366451238%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql7J85nnpfumrj5C8Cm3IU%2Fdx6zhJsoRtpkLg1bAGtI%3D&reserved=0


Election of officers

Bureau of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 
Chair:
Mr. Jim Robb, United States

Vice-Chairs:
Mr. Vladimir Budinsky, Czech Republic
Mr. Baurzhan Umirzakov, Kazakhstan
Ms. Djamila Aitmatova, Kyrgyzstan
Mr. Furugzod Usmonov, Tajikistan 
Mr. Jonathan Gibbins, United Kingdom
Mr. Antoine Herzog, Électricité de France 
Mr. Sylvain Clermont, Hydro-Québec Canada
Mr. Andrew Minchener, International Centre for Sustainable Carbon 
Mr. King Lee, World Nuclear Association 



Activities and priorities of the Committee on Sustainable Energy & 
matters for consideration by the Group of Experts

Denise Mulholland, Secretary, Committee on Sustainable Energy

https://unece.org/info/Sustainable-Energy/Committee-on-Sustainable-Energy/events/368601


The Committee on Sustainable Energy and its six Subsidiary 
Bodies 



Reducing the Environmental Footprint of the Energy Sector
• Enhancing the interplay between the renewable energy and 

natural gas

• Improving energy efficiency across buildings and industry sectors 

• Scaling renewable energy deployment in Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia 

• Promoting sustainable hydrogen production pathways in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia

• Supporting member States to achieve their methane reduction 
targets



Deep Transformation of the Energy System
• Pathways to Sustainable Energy
• Attaining Carbon Neutrality in the UNECE region
• Building resilient energy systems in the UNECE region
• Digitalizing energy systems

Sustainable Resource Management
• Building and implementing global standards - UNFC and UNRMS
• Addressing the demand for critical raw materials for energy 

transition 
• Enabling resource efficiency and progressing towards circular 

economy 



Session I - Building a resilient energy system in the ECE region 
through low- and zero-carbon technology interplay 

Introduction and moderation:
Mr. Jim Robb, Chair, Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems

Carbon Neutrality Project Findings:
Ms. Iva Brkic, Project Lead, UNECE

Mr. Walker Darke, Consultant, UNECE 

Mr. Behnam Zakeri, Senior Analyst, IIASA 

Panel Discussion: 
Mr. Vladimir Budinsky, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems

Mr. King Lee, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Mr. Jon Gibbins, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Mr. Furugzod Usmonov, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Attaining carbon neutrality in the UNECE region
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UNECE Carbon Neutrality Toolkit
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UNECE Carbon Neutrality Toolkit
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UNECE Carbon Neutrality Toolkit
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Carbon Neutral Energy System of the Future
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Carbon Neutral Energy System of the Future
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Key Takeaways – Carbon Neutrality under 
Carbon Neutrality System
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Key Takeaways – Carbon Neutrality under 
Carbon Neutrality System
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Key Takeaways – Carbon Neutrality under 
Carbon Neutrality System

01. RAISE AWARENESS

Raise awareness about the merits of all 
low- and zero-carbon technologies

02. DEVELOP POLICIES

Develop policy frameworks in support of 
carbon neutrality

03. LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD

Create a level-playing field to finance a 
just transition toward carbon-neutral 

energy systems

Technology transfer and deployment
• Removing obstacles to knowledge sharing and technological transfer – including intellectual property constraints

Institutional capacity
• to plan and drive ambitious transformation of energy systems

Buy-in and adoption
• from all stakeholders to build secure, affordable, and carbon-neutral energy systems.

UNECE as a platform for International Cooperation
• Coordinated international cooperation will be essential to attain a carbon-neutral energy system.
• Supportive policies, incentives, and regulatory frameworks encourage regional technical cooperation across industry, 

buildings, and transport for projects of common interest and public-private partnerships.



Session I - Building a resilient energy system in the ECE region 
through low- and zero-carbon technology interplay 

Introduction and moderation:
Mr. Jim Robb, Chair, Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems

Carbon Neutrality Project Findings:
Ms. Iva Brkic, Project Lead, UNECE

Mr. Walker Darke, Consultant, UNECE 

Mr. Behnam Zakeri, Senior Analyst, IIASA 

Panel Discussion: 
Mr. Vladimir Budinsky, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems

Mr. King Lee, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Mr. Jon Gibbins, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Mr. Furugzod Usmonov, Vice-Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Systems 

Attaining carbon neutrality in the UNECE region



Attaining carbon neutrality in the UNECE region 
– Next Steps



Attaining carbon neutrality in the UNECE region 
– Next Steps
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Building Resilient Energy Systems
Technical Considerations and Actions for Achieving Energy Security, Affordability,

and Sustainability Net-Zero for Europe, North American and Central Asia





10 recommendations from the UNECE Expert Community to 
design and implement resilient energy systems

1. Implement energy efficiency solutions immediately

2. Digitalize the energy systems

3. Decarbonize energy system and accelerate fuel switching

4. Diversify the energy supply

5. Build a workforce to deliver on just energy transition

6. Implement a resource management framework

7. Integrate circular carbon economy concept into decision-making

8. Recognize that there is not a one-size-fits-all approach

9. Acknowledge that all low- and zero-carbon technologies play a role

10. Address behavioral barriers
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