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Beginnings
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• Blank space on household form (paper form)

• Feedback - form not allowing people to record personal items

• 400 submissions for census questions

• Last fully paper census - handwriting

• Opportunity to create something new – Time Capsule

• Census forms are confidential for 100 years

• Give people an opportunity to personalize/add details that are 
important to them

• Social History Archive



Census 2022 was the first census form 
that offered the opportunity to write 
an individual note although….

We did find a record of Irish revolutionary 
Sean Mac Diarmada whose 1911 return 
described him (in Irish) as ‘single but not 
for long’
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Government approval of content
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• Government approval of content was given in July 2019

• Press release issued at the time

• Media very interested in time capsule even at this early 

stage

• Additional opportunity to raise awareness and engage our 

audience



Image of Time Capsule 
on a Sample Census 2022 
Household form

“Information you provide in this Time 
Capsule is optional and is collected 
voluntarily under Section 24 of the Statistics 
Act 1993. This content is protected by the 
same confidentiality protections as all your 
Census data for 100 years. After 100 years, 
this Time Capsule will be made available to 
the public. This space is for handwritten 
messages only. Photographs or other 
attachments will be removed and cannot be 
returned.”
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Publicity campaign timelines
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• Census Publicity Campaign Launch – 3 March 2022

• Time Capsule Mini Campaign Launch – 21 March 2022

• #TimeCapsuleStories

• Census in Schools
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Time Capsule Mini Campaign Launch
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• Photocall, Press Release, PR activity and social media

• Specific Artwork

• Different angle to the census conversation

• Emphasised the historical aspect

• Huge hook for media interest and interviews



Time Capsule Mini Campaign Launch
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Time Capsule Mini Campaign Launch
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• Book concept - Visualise the Time Capsule entries
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#TimeCapsuleStories
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• Got the social media conversation going

• Caught the imagination……

• Interesting ideas shared online

• Heartfelt stories

• Humour



P
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Census in schools
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• Easy and interesting school 
exercise

• All school levels can engage

• Brings the conversation 
home

• Raises census awareness 
in a memorable way



Takeaways
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• Personal and historical aspect to completing a census

• Great media and engagement opportunities

• Memorable way to reach people

• Engaged younger audiences

• Approx 1 in 5 filled out the time capsule based on analysis 

of first 20% of census forms processed
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Any Questions?

Thank you


