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Out now: a new tool to accelerate forest
landscape restoration across the UNECE region!

Forest degradation continues to be a major problem across the
UNECE region. The use of integrated approaches to forest
landscape restoration has high impact potential.

With input from national experts, UNECE developed the National
Policy Guiding Principles on Forest Landscape Restoration, a
tool to enable national forest authorities to identify and adapt
their national FLR-related policies, strategies and laws according
to available best practice and evidence.

The National Policy Guiding Principles are available in two
versions:

- National Policy Guiding Principles for Forest Landscape
Restoration in the Caucasus and Central Asia (2022) available in
English and Russian

- National Policy Guiding Principles for Forest Landscape
Restoration (UNECE region) (2022) available in English

UNECE-FAO Impulse Lab: “Trees – Nature’s
technology for climate-proof building” (online)

You are interested in how using more wood in building and
construction could help to decrease the construction sector’s
enormous carbon footprint? Then you should block your
calendar on 5 October 2022 – 12:45-14:00 CEST.

The UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section, jointly with FAO
is organizing a side event during the 83rd session of the
UNECE Committee on Urban Development, Housing and Land
Management in San Marion. The event, will give inspirational
examples and experiences of how to best boost the
application of this abundant and highly sustainable material of
wood in construction to meet the various ambitious climate
targets of cities and countries around the world.

The background note and the agenda of the event can be
found here:
Concept note

Should you be interested to attend online, please use this link:
Registration link

II. WHAT’S NEW IN THE UNECE/FAO FORESTRY AND TIMBER SECTION?

I. TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT:

UNECE, FAO and the Austrian Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water
Management are organizing a scientific-
technical symposium to focus on assessing
forest damage and disturbance

The symposium will include presentations and interactive
discussions around international and national forest
damage/disturbance reporting and assessment, stakeholders’
needs, and new opportunities for forest damage/disturbance
monitoring.

The symposium is organized as a hybrid event at the
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna.

The event website is accessible via the following link:
Link

80th SESSION OF THE ECE COMMITTEE ON 
FORESTS AND THE FOREST INDUSTRY

(COFFI 2022)

02 November (15:00) -04 November (18:00) 2022
Palais des Nations Geneva Switzerland

Register now

The 80th session of the ECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry
(COFFI) will be held from 2 to 4 November 2022 in Geneva, Switzerland (in-
person participation only). Should the COVID situation require an online
session, participants will be notified in due course.

For more information:
https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/365296

The contribution of forests and forest products
to a circular bioeconomy: thematic event during
the 80th session of the ECE Committee on
Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI)

The Committee will be informed about the work on forests and
the circular economy. The secretariat will present an overview of
the scope of the upcoming publication on circularity concepts in
wood construction. During the session the secretariat will
provide further updates and will ask member States for to
comments.

For more information:
ECE/TIM/2022/10 (unece.org)

Evaluation/survey: The UNECE/FAO Forestry
and Timber Section invites your feedback on the
Forest Products Annual Market Review

You read the Forest Products Annual Market Review and you
would like further improve this annual publication? Then you are
invited to participate in a short online survey about the Forest
Products Annual Market Review (FPAMR) (hyperlink:
https://unece.org/forests/annual-market-reviews).

We would like to assess what you find most valuable in this
publication and offer you the opportunity to provide us with your
feedback and share with us your thoughts and suggestions. Your
opinions will help us to ensure that our annual flagship
publication meets your needs in terms of its content, structure,
and appearance.

The survey takes approximately 15 minutes to complete and is
available both in English and Russian. Your individual input will
be held in strict confidence, with results only presented in
aggregate form.

Please use this link to access the survey: Link

Urban Forests in Context at the UNECE
Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry

The first day of the UNCEE Committee on Forests and the Forest
industry will focus on sustainable urban and peri-urban forestry
(SUPF) is an integrative and cost-effective nature-based solution
that helps develop greener, healthier, and more resilient cities.
The session aims to: (1) enhance understanding of the potential
contribution of urban forestry to SDGs and climate action; (2)
identify opportunities for investing in urban forests; (3) consider
policy and planning needs and opportunities; and (4) reflect on
the evolving relationship between cities and forests.

Interested in sustainable urban forestry? Learn more / join the
Trees in Cities Challenge today:
https://treesincities.unece.org/how-it-works

For more information:
https://unece.org/info/events/event/365296

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/NPGP-CCA-version2022_0.pdf
https://unece.org/ru/info/Forests/pub/368833
https://unece.org/info/Forests/pub/369318
https://indico.un.org/event/1002832/
https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/364295
https://indico.un.org/event/1000558/
https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/365296
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/ECE_TIM_2022_10_en.pdf
https://unece.org/forests/annual-market-reviews
https://forms.gle/88C4P9V3Zm6xMxjs9
https://treesincities.unece.org/how-it-works
https://treesincities.unece.org/how-it-works
https://unece.org/forests/annual-market-reviews
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Challenges and Opportunities in the
European Urban Forestry Sector

Rapid urbanisation is bringing many challenges, both
for humans and the environment. Urban forests can
provide a simple yet extremely effective solution.
However, while the benefits of urban forests are being
increasingly recognised, the road to their realisation is
still full of obstacles.

With the aim to better understand these challenges,
Uforest – a project co-funded by the European
Commission -has conducted a study on different urban
forestry projects around Europe.

The “Blueprint for Innovation in Urban Forestry” presents
the results of this study, identifying the main challenges
face today by the urban forestry sector and proposing
some possible solutions.

For more information:
https://bit.ly/Uforest-Innovation-Report

III. PUBLICATIONS, ARTICLES, REPORTS, REGULATORY UPDATES

Have a look at the Annual Review to learn more about the work of PEFC and its 
partners in 2021: PEFC 2021 Annual Review

PEFC Annual Review – Building
Sustainability Together in 2021

PEFC has published its 2021 Annual Review,
summarizing an exciting year that brought a range of
innovations and new collaborations.
The number of certified hectares of forest and
certified companies continued to grow, and two new
systems achieved PEFC endorsement – one of them
is the very first regional system to be endorsed.
Key activities in 2021 included the launch of a new
database and search engine, and the facilitation of
the transition to the 2020 standards. PEFC is
increasingly advancing regional collaboration
between members and potential future members. In
2021, major steps were made in Central Africa and
Southeast Europe.
2021 also saw a close collaboration with different
actors from the forest-based supply chain, including
the market sectors construction, fashion, rubber,
packaging, and furniture.

For more information:
Building Sustainability Together in 2021

Photo: Slash-and-burn hillside clearing in the Philippines

FAO upcoming publication: The key role
of forest and landscape restoration in
climate action

FAO announces the upcoming release of the paper
“The key role of forest and landscape restoration in
climate action”, which will be launched at the 26th
Session of the FAO Committee on Forestry (3–7
October 2022).

This paper highlights the significant impact of forest
and landscape restoration practices for climate
change mitigation and adaptation. It also proposes
funding opportunities to integrate climate change
objectives in restoration initiatives.

Find out more at the release of the paper at the side
event, Working together to manage fires for climate
and people, at 12:45-14:15 (UTC +2) on 5 October
2022.

Register here:
Link

#ResponsibleForestry – Our missions as state foresters

EUSTAFOR released a second video “Our missions as state foresters” to put the
spotlight on the work of foresters on the ground through its #ResponsibleForestry
campaign. EUSTAFOR aims to highlight that it is through the practical work of
forestry experts that Sustainable Forest Management and multi-functional forestry
becomes reality.

Forest experts are working to build public and political awareness about the benefits
of forests, while also ensuring a proper understanding of the challenges they are
facing and the reasons why different types of silvicultural operations are undertaken
on the ground. In this video, discover the various missions of state foresters.

For more information:
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/PRESS-RELEASE_second-video-ResponsibleForestry-
EUSTAFOR_29082022.pdf

Sustainable Forestry Initiative preparing to release Urban and
Community Forest Standard

SFI Urban and Community Forest Standard FIB Fall 2022.jpg

Urban forests and trees are vital for community well-being, health, resiliency, and
sustainability. The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and its Urban-Community
Forestry Task Group, with members from both the US and Canada, have developed
an Urban and Community Forest Sustainability Standard for organizations that own,
manage, or are responsible for urban forests. A second public comment period
concluded in August; the final version of the standard is expected to be released
early next year.

The new EU proposal on “Deforestaion-
free products”

In 2017, EU was responsible for 16% of deforestation
associated with international trade. Today, the Union
is the second-largest importer of tropical
deforestation. To address this situation and align
import policies with sustainability goals, the EU is
discussing the adoption of a new regulation, known to
date as “European Union Deforestation Regulation”
(EUDR).

When adopted, the new regulation will replace the
current EUTR and expand its scope to 5 additional
commodities, such as cattle, coffee, and soy.

Through a comparative analysis with the EUTR, this
paper assesses the new procedures and
requirements contained in the upcoming EUDR
regulatory proposal.

For more information:
https://bit.ly/Etifor-EUDR

Comparing drivers and barriers for circular economy innovation
systems in wood- and plastic-based industries

Figure: Distribution and frequency of barriers (A) to and drivers (B) for the CE in the WCEIS
and PCEIS embedded in the system functions

The transition to a circular economy requires innovative solutions along entire value
chains. In this study we investigate the respective innovation systems that emerge
along the wood-based and plastic-based value chains. To investigate different
barriers to and drivers for the transition to a circular economy, the system functions
of the technological innovation system framework were used. The results reveal that
the two sectors hold different strategic positions and that barriers are dominant in
the innovation system for plastics, while drivers are more prevalent in the innovation
system for wood.

DOI: 10.1007/s43615-022-00210-9
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Ecosystem Services Partnership (ESP) National Network of
Turkey published two papers related to forestry and ecosystem
services

E. Başak, N.I. Cetin, C. Vatandaşlar, et
al., Ecosystem services studies in
Turkey: A national-scale review,
Science of the Total Environment
(2022)

For more information:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/scienc
e/article/pii/S0048969722041651

C. Vatandaşlar, Spatial assessment 
of ecosystem services provisioning
changes in a forest-dominated 
protected area in NE Turkey (2022)

For more information: 
https://rdcu.be/cQFLd

Switzerland: new population survey on
the forest

The Federal Office of Environment uses socio-cultural
forest monitoring (WaMos) to examine the Swiss
population’s relationship to the Swiss forest over the
years. Surveys from 1997 and 2010 serve as a
comparison, together with a representative online
survey in 2020.
Most of the respondents go to the forest regularly. They
report having a favourable view of their “home” forest.
People visit the forest to relax and switch off from
everyday life. Some do this by observing nature and
enjoying the peace and quiet, while others want to be
active and do sport.
People are becoming more aware of the forest’s varied
functions – and more concerned that it could become
increasingly difficult for the forest to carry them out.
For more information:
www.bafu.admin.ch/UW-2212-E (publication with main
results, in English)
www.bafu.admin.ch/wamos (project website in
German, French an Italian)

From the roots to the canopy, the webinar
series from FOREST EUROPE

Our third installment of the series talking about the FAO
IUFRO regional assessment report on forest education
in Africa and Europe, reflections on the status and
needs of formal forest education took place on 25
May.

Read more and watch the videos below:
a. First webinar (co-organized with IFSA): Your first job
doesn’t mean it’s your last one
b. Second webinar (co-organized with ICP Forests):
Monitoring and assessing forest health – connecting
the dots
c. Third webinar (co-organized with IFSA and IUFRO):
What’s forest education up to in Africa and Europe?
You can also watch the recording of our WFC side
event: Forest skills to pay the bills!

The upcoming webinar of our series will be announced
soon and it will be in cooperation with EUFORGEN.

https://bit.ly/Uforest-Innovation-Report
https://cdn.pefc.org/pefc.org/media/2022-05/1fe342be-b583-426a-8f37-5cc5d6b0a264/56947599-1a1c-599e-b60a-63b1111c2171.pdf
https://pefc.org/news/pefc-annual-review-building-sustainability-together-in-2021
https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jt1dkRMuT6SVX-n2RK2zaA
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/PRESS-RELEASE_second-video-ResponsibleForestry-EUSTAFOR_29082022.pdf
https://forests.org/
https://forests.org/wp-content/uploads/Urban-Standard-Development-Task-Group-Roster-October-2021.pdf
https://bit.ly/Etifor-EUDR
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s43615-022-00210-9
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969722041651
https://rdcu.be/cQFLd
http://www.bafu.admin.ch/UW-2212-E
http://www.bafu.admin.ch/wamos
https://resilience-blog.com/2021/12/08/your-first-job-doesnt-mean-its-your-last-one/
https://foresteurope.org/monitoring-and-assessing-forest-health-connecting-the-dots/
https://foresteurope.org/there-is-a-need-for-people-to-understand-the-value-of-conservation-and-nature-prof-dr-james-kungu/
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III. PUBLICATIONS, ARTICLES, REPORTS, REGULATORY UPDATES

Results from the 7th Dutch National Forest Inventory

The Seventh Dutch National Forest Inventory (NBI-7), commissioned by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Nature and Food Safety, was carried out in 2017–2021. The results
are now published.

Forests cover 11% of the Netherlands, but the total area decreased slightly in the
period 2013–2021. Trends observed in previous inventories continue: Dutch forests
are getting older, more mixed and more uneven-aged. The average volume of living
and dead wood continues to increase, but at a slower rate. Gross annual increment
has decreased, while fellings remained about constant. Broadleaves for the first time
occupy more than half of the forested area.

For more information:
The report and raw data are available via this link

New Publication! A Decade of REDD+: Stakeholder Perceptions
of its Implementation

Back-to-back with the GFEP report “Forest, Climate, Biodiversity and People:
Assessing a Decade of REDD+”, stakeholder consultations were carried out in Asia
and Latin America. These consultations helped to identify a number of factors that,
from the point of view of the stakeholders, need to be improved in future REDD+
activities.

The present publication synthesises the responses and comments from the nearly
200 stakeholders interviewed that provided their opinion on REDD+ implementation
on the ground. Despite the intrinsic differences between both regions, the factors
that need to be improved (according to the stakeholders interviewed), are similar.

For more information:
IUFRO: Biodiversity, Forest Management, and REDD+ 2021 / Follow-up studies /
Global Forest Expert Panels (GFEP) Programme

Journal of Forest Business Research (JFBR)

JFBR is an international peer-reviewed open-access journal devoted to the science of
sustainable business within the forestry sector. JFBR publishes original research and
reviews about forests managed as investment, focusing on forest investment,
finance and business, forest-related industries and wood market dynamics, forest
silviculture and management, and forest economics and policy.

Our next Issue will be published by the end of June 2023, and the deadline to submit
papers is 1st March 2023.

For more information:
https://www.forest-journal.com/

Chemical market pulp reports – free 3-month trial

Our reports cover the chemical, fluff and high-yield market pulp sectors and the
printing & writing segment.

Historical market analysis is presented in an insightful manner with accompanying
charts that are easy to understand.

Reports available include: The Flash Report (monthly), World Downtime Report
(monthly), World-17 Forecast (monthly), Today’s Comment (monthly) and Weekly
Insight (Weekly).

For more information:
www.valoisvision.com

Wood4Bauhaus Alliance welcomes the European Parliament’s
Report on the New European Bauhaus

Extract:

Today’s adoption by the European Parliament of their Report on the New European
Bauhaus is a welcome move. The Report is the work of the ITRE and CULT
committees via the rapporteurs Christian Ehler MEP and Marcos Ros Sempere MEP.

The Wood4Bauhaus Alliance is especially pleased with paragraph 22 on page 12
which reads: “Stresses the importance of transforming, upgrading and retrofitting
the existing building stock, including poorly planned and constructed buildings
erected by totalitarian regimes, of applying nature-based solutions such as wood
and of reducing waste and increasing durability, re-usability and circularity in the built
environment; insists that this should include favouring renovation and adaptive re-
use over demolition and new builds, as appropriate, removing barriers related to the
handling and transport of waste as well as raising people’s awareness about
embodied and stored carbon in materials to enable them to make informed
choices“.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_e5d1c17dee8745b78597a717d6ee3f92.pdf

Oak and the Parquet industry

Issues of wood raw material availability & affordability are limiting the positive
evolution of the parquet industry since the outburst of the pandemic. These issues
got even more acute with the dramatic evolution of the geopolitical situation.

In that context, FEP – the European Federation of the Parquet industry - has
developed a Factsheet on oak availability, its impacts on the parquet industry, and
potential solutions to these issues.

For more information read the Factsheet:
here

Good practice guide on lentisk fruit oil: from the field to the
laboratory

The lentisk (Pistacia lentiscus L.) is also known as the pistachio tree or mastic tree. It
is an emblematic Mediterranean shrub, little known mainly on the northern shore of
the Mediterranean basin. However, it is a significant resource for the rural
populations of the southern shore, particularly in Tunisia and Algeria. Many non-
wood forest products can be extracted from this shrub and provide a secondary
economy.

This guide, the result of a partnership under the Erasmus+ programme, is intended to
help people discover or rediscover the fixed oil produced by pressing the fruits of the
lentisk. Lentisk oil has many virtues that allow for cosmetic, cosmeceutical, and
pharmaceutical use. The guide is a support for users and highlights the latest
research on this product. Optimising its extraction, for example, allows for better
yields and improved quality.

The Guide is available in English
here.

https://www.wur.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/onderzoeksinstituten/environmental-research/projecten/bosinventarisatie.htm#:%7E:text=Het%20doel%20van%20de%20Nederlandse,productie-aspecten%20van%20het%20bos
https://www.iufro.org/uploads/media/bfmr-followup-stakeholder-publication.pdf
https://www.forest-journal.com/
http://www.valoisvision.com/
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_e5d1c17dee8745b78597a717d6ee3f92.pdf
https://www.parquet.net/2022/05/oak-parquet-industry.html
https://aifm.org/en/resources-en/medlentisk-good-practice-guide-on-lentisk-fruit-oil-from-the-field-to-the-laboratory/
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IV. FOREST COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

European & International timber
industries: Open Letter ahead of the
Plenary vote on the Proposal for a
Regulation on the making available on the Union
market as well as export from the Union of certain
commodities and products associated with
deforestation and forest degradation

In the light of the possible adoption of the new
“Regulation on the making available on the Union
market as well as export from the Union of certain
commodities and products associated with
deforestation and forest degradation” by the EU
Parliament, the European woodworking industries ask
policy makers to refrain from introducing new legal or
technological requirements that have not been
adequately assessed from an economic, scientific
and feasibility perspective.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_9f34319605d844ec8fe6
06682f90f14d.pdf

Action Programme « Hotspot Forest »

The national action programme « Hotspot Forest »
launched by the Austrian Federal Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water
Management is a joint commitment of the actors
concerned with forest fires to prepare for the
impending challenges of the coming years. The
action programme pursues three target corridors:

1. Researching and understanding forest fire.
2. Prevent and fight forest fires together.
3. Disseminate and implement knowledge about
forest fires.

39 necessary measures were identified to establish
an integral forest fire management in Austria. The
involvement of 17 institutions in the elaboration
process underlines the high political and social
significance of the topic.

For more information:
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen/wald/bre
nnpunkt-wald-aktionsprogramm-waldbrand.html

New EU Forest Strategy welcomed by European Wood Industries

Extract:

A new EU Forest Strategy for 2030 – Sustainable Forest Management in Europe’ is clear in its recognition of the
ability of wood products to both store carbon and substitute for more carbon intensive materials. At the same time
these wood products are both renewable and recyclable. CEI-Bois & EOS particularly welcome the recognition that
“wood is the only significant natural renewable resource that has the potential to replace some very energy-
intensive materials, such as cement and plastics, and will be in greater demand in the future”.

For more information:
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_939e8f106f0e4e79bfd84c27a43778f7.pdf

10 steps to reduce illegal logging in
Ukraine

Ukraine’s forest management sector has been facing
immense problems long before the war broke out in
February 2022.

Issues like corruption, as well as weak state
institutions and governance are nationwide
challenges that increase the risks of illegally
harvested timber in the country. FSC is aware of these
risks and has taken several actions to address and
mitigate them.

Our team in Ukraine has worked tirelessly during the
war, sometimes while hiding in bomb shelters, to
meet the escalating and changing needs of this
sector.

We summarized the 10 most important actions rolled
out over the last year to minimize the risks of illegal
timber from Ukraine entering FSC supply chains. For more information: https://fsc.org/en/newsfeed

/10-steps-to-reduce-illegal-logging-in-ukraine

Sustainable Forest Management: the
best ally of our forests to prevent
wildfires

The Spanish forestry sector is calling for active forest
management to face the wildfires that have
devastated millions of hectares in the country, as it is
vital to prevent them. It is necessary to promote a
bioeconomy that values the sustainable use of forest
products and extensive farming, creating policies that
bet on the renewable and sustainable origin of raw
materials and, likewise, certifying forests. PEFC
certifies the management of Spanish forests against
the UNE 162.002 Standard for Sustainable Forest
Management. It has the Indicator 2.5: "Prevention and
defense against forest fires", which means that PEFC
certified forests must have fire prevention plans that
manage the type and quantity of biomass they have.

For more information:
https://pefc.es/noticias/ gestion-forestal-la-mejor-
aliada-de-nuestros-montes-para-prevenir-y-combatir-
los-incendios

WildFood project: Improving the value-chain of Mediterranean
Wild Food Products

The project focus on selected products like truffles, pine nuts, aromatic plants and
acorns, in view of improving their quality, safety and sustainability of the production.
Among the different objectives of the project, there is the aim to analyze of the
present socio-economic situation of the WFP value-chains and propose new
organizational model of the supply chain. Moreover, especially at the production
level, there are several knowledge gaps to fill up in order to improve the sustainability
of the production through the adoption of techniques. This will be pursuit through the
implementation of innovative solutions in eight different innovation action cases that
will report field solutions for tackling the pressing challenges on production shortage,
lack of qualitative standards while guarantee production sustainability in climate
conditions that increase the frequency of stress for the trees.

The project will provide some on-line course for practitioners and academic scholars
in order to enhance the technical knowledge of producers as well to sustain the new
start up.

More information about the project activities at the following link:
https://wildfood.ctfc.cat/

SUPERB: promoting forest restoration and adaptation across
Europe

While there is a widespread awareness of the urgency to conserve and restore
biodiversity and halt climate change, in fact much more actions are needed on the
ground to ensure long-term thriving of forests in Europe. This is why we have
launched “Systemic solutions for upscaling of urgent ecosystem restoration for
forest-related biodiversity and ecosystem services” (SUPERB), a four-year project
funded with €20 Million by the Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme
under the EU Green Deal. SUPERB is conducted by a consortium of 36 science and
practice partners from all over Europe and led by European Forest Institute.

Together, we will carry out concrete restoration actions in 12 large-scale
demonstration areas. These demos not only represent the diversity of stressors on
European forests and the wide range of necessary restoration actions but also
consider entire socio-ecological systems including people’s manyfold needs for
ecosystem goods and services.

For more information check out our website SUPERB: Upscaling Forest Restoration -
SUPERB (forest-restoration.eu) and follow us on Twitter via @SUPERB_project

Forest internship in Eastern Georgia

German and Georgian students during the field work

Seven German forest students from different universities carried out their forest
internship in the Greater Caucasus this year. They measured trees and regeneration
on study plots, assessed wood quality and micro-habitats, and explored forests and
forestry activities of the area.

In August, they prepared an internship for Georgian forest students to teach how to
use Marteloscope sites and how to conduct early thinnings. During the field work in
protected areas and managed forests, they discussed the differences of work
between rangers and foresters.

In 2023, we plan to organize such an international forest internship again.

For more information: 
https://faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/engi/lars-driosleri/

Citizen for Sensible Forest Management: Call for Action

Although destructive wildfires keep raging in California and the West Coast, there is
finally a reason for optimism. Both parties' legislators accept the advice of seasoned
mainstream forest scientists and Tribal Leaders on the best way to manage and
restore our forests.

Despite that collaboration, several organizations continue to take legal actions to
stop necessary plans to reduce fuel loads. This only adds to the intensification of fire
activity putting our communities and firefighters at greater risk.

We invite you to join our efforts to encourage environmental organizations from
taking legal actions which sadly delay and/or stop desperately needed projects.

For more information:
https://csfm.net/

For more information:  PEFC appoints new Secretary 
General/CEO

The PEFC Board of Directors has
appointed Michael Berger as PEFC
Secretary General/CEO as of 1 June
2022.

“Michael will be an engaged, responsive, and
dedicated leader for the PEFC alliance,” said Eduardo
Rojas Briales, PEFC Chair.

“With his team-oriented, people-centric management
style, his focus on collaboration and innovation, and
his remarkable expertise and technical knowledge, we
are confident he will guide PEFC in the next phase of
its evolution.”

Dr Berger was selected after an open and intensive
process, managed by an external recruitment
company. He has worked at PEFC since 2011, most
recently as Acting Secretary General/CEO. He has
over twenty years of experience in environmental and
quality management, sustainable supply chain
development, and management systems.

https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_9f34319605d844ec8fe606682f90f14d.pdf
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen/wald/brennpunkt-wald-aktionsprogramm-waldbrand.html
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_939e8f106f0e4e79bfd84c27a43778f7.pdf
https://fsc.org/en/newsfeed/10-steps-to-reduce-illegal-logging-in-ukraine
https://pefc.es/noticias/gestion-forestal-la-mejor-aliada-de-nuestros-montes-para-prevenir-y-combatir-los-incendios
https://wildfood.ctfc.cat/
https://efi.int/policysupport/thinkforest/eu_climate_goals
https://forest-restoration.eu/demo-areas/
https://forest-restoration.eu/demo-areas/
https://twitter.com/superb_project
https://faculty.iliauni.edu.ge/engi/lars-driosleri/
https://csfm.net/
https://wildfood.ctfc.cat/
https://pefc.org/news/pefc-appoints-new-secretary-general-ceo
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Ukrainian forestry in 2022: new
challenges and new reality

In 2021 Ukraine showed a lot of achievements
supporting development of SFM but on February 24
the Russia attacked the Ukraine.

Direct damages to the forest ecosystem are already
evaluated as $ 135.5 million. The forest lands under
hostilities of various intensities took place on the
territory of 2907 thousand hectares. Some areas were
freed from occupation but they are straggling from
mines in forest. In general it is almost impossible to
carry out forestry activities on 30 percent of the forest
area in Ukraine.

As a result the area of fires has increased in 77 times
due to mining and shelling.

For more information:
Link 1
Link 2

RESILIENTWOOD: Designing an attractive working environment in the Woodworking
Industries

The Woodworking European Social partners, CEI-Bois and EFBWW have the pleasure to announce the launch of the
European Union funded joint project RESILIENTWOOD (Grant Agreement n° 101051974). The project, funded
under the Social Prerogative and Specific Competencies Lines (SOCPL) officially started on the 14 of September
2022 with the first kick off meeting in Brussels.

For more information:
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_69f01ecf08a34116883a8c077a72f80b.pdf

Faculty of Forestry and Wood Sciences
of Czech University of Life Sciences in
Prague

The Faculty of Forestry and Wood Sciences (FLD) of
the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CZU)
provides high-quality education in programs focused
on sustainable forest management in the face of
climate change. We focus on the fulfillment of
ecosystem services, comprehensive management of
wildlife, methods of preserving nature, taxidermy, care
for greenery in an urbanized environment, using wood
as renewable raw material, and the construction of
wooden products and buildings. FLD is also an
excellent international scientific research workplace
and emphasizes that the research results
immediately help in forestry and timber practice.

For more information:
https://www.fld.czu.cz/en

Nature-based solutions for health and wellbeing: the new Green Care Sector in Europe

EU Market Outlooks on Green Care

The term “Green Care” refers to all those practices using nature to promote health, wellbeing, and social inclusion.
In the last few years there has been increasing interests towards these practices as they have proven to be an
efficient and cost-effective solutions to many health and social problems. The Green4C project, co-funded by the
European Commission, has researched and analysed the current Green Care market in Europe to better understand
the markets and business models associated with this sector. Divided by thematic sector, the EU Market Outlooks
provide useful insights on the development and challenges in Green Care.

For more information:
https://bit.ly/Green4C-Market-Outlooks

Navigating biorefineries and emerging bioproducts in Europe

The bioeconomy is growing worldwide and benefits nearly every sector of the economy. <…> The forest sector is
currently a major contributor to the bioeconomy through traditional products such as wood, paper and a large array
of emerging products associated with the biorefinery concept. While forest-based biorefineries are increasingly
producing advanced biofuels, a wide variety of biochemicals and biomaterials around the world, there has never
been a well-structured database of the current facilities and production details.

World BioEconomy Forum has composed a comprehensive digital biorefinery service on Europe. It includes forest-
based biorefineries either already in operations or in a planning stage. Biorefineries are divided in the three major
subdefinitions based on their processes and covering five major categories on emerging bioproducts: Materials,
Chemicals, Fuels, Food & Feed, and Pharmaceuticals & Cosmetics. The comprehensive database is an important
benchmark for industry, suppliers, institutes and public organisations to gauge trends, economic impact, and
progress in the forest-based bioeconomy.

For more information: https://app.worldbiorefineries.com/home

Republic of Moldova between climate change and the energy
crisis, new afforestation strategy

Republic of Moldova faced a lot of crises in 2022. According to Moldova’s Fourth
National Communication to the UNFCCC, over the past 127 years the country has
become warmer with the average temperature increase higher than 1.2 degree
Celsius.

Thus, the President of the Republic of Moldova, Maia Sandu, ordered the
development and implementation of a national afforestation program. The newly
planted forest vegetation will contribute to the strengthening of the national
capacities for the sequestration of greenhouse gases, an increase of about 30% of
the volume sequestered annually by the current forests of the Republic of Moldova.

Agency Moldsilva, as central forestry institution responsible for the Program in
partnership with NGOs, public authorities. The Program is a challenge given the
problem of the resilience of new forest plantations in the face of climate change.
Thus, it is very important to choose the species for planting in each individual case
and to adapt them to the specific climate and soil conditions.

For more information: link

Calling out the emergency is not enough: A German Fire Project
at European Forest Institute

In 2022, Germany faced an unprecedented number of vegetation fires. To enhance
disaster preparedness, the aim of the project ‘Forest Fires-Climate-Resilience (WKR)’
is to share knowledge and experiences of countries facing such challenges for many
decades. It promotes best practices and lessons learned from across Europe on fire
prevention and suppression, tailoring those to the German context. WKR raises
awareness and understanding by promoting policies and management that enhance
prevention and avoid reactiveness.

Targeted training modules are supplemented by Experts Exchanges and Networking
events. WKR is led by the European Forest Institute and gathers actors from forestry,
practice and policy.

For more information:
www.waldbrand-klima-resilienz.com

Sustainable Forestry Initiative Awards 5 New Forest-Focused
Community Grants

SFI Awards 5 Forest-Focused Community Grants FIB Fall 2022.jpg 

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI) recently announced the recipients of five
new SFI Community Grants to support projects that make a meaningful impact in
communities across the U.S. and Canada and that support SFI’s mission of
advancing sustainability through forest-focused collaboration. The projects and
recipients are:

The new grants will create experiences that invite community members across the
United States and Canada to explore and connect with forests through interactive
outdoor exhibits and in person forest tours. Several of these grants will also feature
online tools such as apps and websites to provide a range of innovative community
connections.

For more information:
https://forests.org/

Sustainable Forestry Initiative Welcomes Jacob Handel as
Senior Director, Indigenous Relations

SFI Jacob Handel Indigenous Relations FIB Fall 2022.jpg

Jacob Handel recently joined the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) as Senior
Director, Indigenous Relations. Handel, who has more than 20 years of experience in
Indigenous and stakeholder engagement, strategy development, and negotiation,
was born and raised in Alberta, Canada. He is Métis, one of a group of people who
have both Indigenous and European ancestry and their own unique culture,
traditions, and language (Michif). The Métis are one of the three groups of
Indigenous Peoples recognized by Canada’s government, along with Inuit and First
Nations people. Handel’s family tree includes a diverse mix of Métis, First Nations,
and European ancestors.

For more information:
https://forests.org/

Joint statement by the European Social Partners representing the Woodworking
Sector in view of the adoption of the revised rules on land use, land use change, and
forestry

Extract:
To encourage increased investment in the wood industry, it is essentials that Members States make their country
an attractive place to do business. This requires a long-term vision for a stable regulatory environment, raw
material availability, along with workable policies to fully develop vocational education and skills for the workforce.
In view of the Trilogue discussions on the revised rules on land use, land use change, and forestry (LULUCF), CEI-
Bois and EFBWW call Members States to:
➢ Maintain the EU net removals target at a maximum of 310 Mt CO2 equivalent by 2030.
➢ Recognise the contribution of wood products to climate mitigation.
➢ Anticipate impacts on employment, jobs, and job-related outcomes.
➢ Accompany LULUCF action with initiatives that support eco-system services of forests while enhancing the
economic competitiveness of our sectors.

For more information: https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_5cb314a2215e4322871b2bf093611987.pdf

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid021vXX233UBdixJKsi4SoNwp7iVQTwFg3fwbkL3ke9Vsh235zwX1YqBsQipMdh2Mw3l&id=100066881323061
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0nyGehtDovviDziR5QZeTWe2P2nCU4Z48TZKhVFBFmioByKjD7L64gNbAiDRDhQHBl&id=100066773590577
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_69f01ecf08a34116883a8c077a72f80b.pdf
https://www.fld.czu.cz/en
https://bit.ly/Green4C-Market-Outlooks
https://app.worldbiorefineries.com/home
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.presedinte.md%2From%2Fpresa%2Fmesajul-doamnei-maia-sandu-presedintele-republicii-moldova-la-evenimentul-actiuni-comune-de-impadurire-a-moldovei&data=05%7C01%7Cbillboard.ece-faoforests%40un.org%7C0d50e44754a9482a70aa08da9f99acdc%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637997779626843733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2gCUJFxnrhnT11X%2FDKIYIvnBN3hmsqj3gSaaAoXeYcQ%3D&reserved=0
http://www.waldbrand-klima-resilienz.com/
https://forests.org/the-sustainable-forestry-initiative-awards-5-new-forest-focused-community-grants/
https://forests.org/
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013785/1529102490303
https://michif.org/
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013785/1529102490303
https://forests.org/
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_5cb314a2215e4322871b2bf093611987.pdf
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4th “Wood – Science – Economy” conference in Poland

*Took place on 20 September 2022

“Sustainable forestry and forests – opportunities and constraints under climate
change", was held on 14-16 September 2022 in Poznan (Poland) on the premises of
MTP Poznan Expo. The organizers of the event were Łukasiewicz – Poznan Institute
of Technology and Poznan University of Life Sciences. The partners of the
conference were: DREMA Fair and Poznan Society for the Advancement of Arts and
Sciences. The event was affiliated with the European Forest Institute (EFI).

Keynote speakers of the conference were:
- Dr. Alan Crivellaro, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge, United
Kingdom,
- Dr. hab. Henrik Hartmann, Department of Biogeochemical Processes at the Max
Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry, Jena, Germany.

The aim of the conference was to present the results of the latest research in the
field of wood, forestry and related disciplines, with particular emphasis on research
with high potential for practical application in the economy, as well as to exchange
knowledge and experience of contemporary challenges for wood-based industries in
an international group of experts.

For more information:
https://www.wood-science-economy.pl/en/conference

Joint statement by the European Social Partners representing
the Woodworking Sector in view of the adoption of the revised
rules LULUCF

Our industry provides significant green employment opportunities across all
European regions, including the urban and the rural, and for all levels of skill and
qualifications. Through the skills of the woodworking workforce and through its
technological solutions, the EU Woodworking Industries offer the potential to
decarbonise key economic sectors, such as construction, in line with the Green Deal
objectives.

Timber buildings are globally recognised as key allies in climate change mitigation
strategies. To encourage increased investment in the wood industry, it is essentials
that Members States make their country an attractive place to do business. This
requires a long-term vision for a stable regulatory environment, raw material
availability, along with workable policies to fully develop vocational education and
skills for the workforce.

For more information:
https://www.cei-
bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_5cb314a2215e4322871b2bf093611987.pdf

How can we strengthen the contribution of forests in reaching
EU climate goals?

*Took place on 20 September 2022

The European Union has set ambitious targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by at least 55% in 2030 and to become climate neutral by 2050. This online
ThinkForest webinar explored what forests could contribute to achieving these
climate goals and how mitigation activities could be implemented.

Our ThinkForest event asked:

-How much can forest-based activities contribute to climate change mitigation?
-What role do policies play?
-How can we maximise forest-based climate change mitigation nationally /locally?

Results from a new From Science to Policy study, ‘Forest-based climate change
mitigation and adaptation in Europe’ were presented at the event.

The webinar was recorded and is available on the EFI YouTube channel.

Event website:
https://efi.int/policysupport/thinkforest/eu_climate_goals

FOREST EUROPE kicks-off new high-level format

*Took place on 30 August 2022

The first edition of the High-Level Policy Dialogue took place on 30 August. Titled
Sustainable Forest Management: Unlocking forest biodiversity’s potential, it was
German Federal Minister of Food and Agriculture, Cem Özdemir, chair of the
process, who invited several high-level representatives to join the event. A science
policy presentation provided the scientific basis for the discussion. See Policy Brief:
Forest biodiversity in Europe – where do we stand? for more information.

Additionally, a Ministerial Decision was adopted to support redressing the damage to
Ukrainian forests and forest infrastructure caused by the war and for identifying
necessary rebuilding measures.

For more information:
link

V. UPCOMING EVENTS

26th Session of the FAO Committee on Forestry and 8th World
Forest Week

The 26th Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO26) will be held at FAO
headquarters in Rome, Italy from 3-7 October 2022, in a hybrid format.

The concurrent 8th World Forest Week (WFW2022) will feature a series of inspiring
events bringing FAO Member States, a range of partner organizations, leaders,
science and youth to discuss a broad range of topics.

For more information
COFO26 & WFW2022

Fem4Forest – Forests in women’s hands

A forest walk - where women acquire new knowledge about forestry while walking through the forest

The project Fem4Forest "Forests in Women's Hands" involves 14 partners from 10
countries (Slovenia, Croatia, Austria, Germany, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
Romania, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Ukraine.

The project is funded within the Interreg Danube Transnational Program. The project
offers a new and innovative approach that will enable a more active role for women
in forestry. One of the activities that are implemented in some of the countries are
Forest walks.

Our experience, accumulated knowledge and developed innovative solutions will be
presented at the international conference "Forests in women's hands" on 17.11.2022
in Slovenia.

For more information:
www.facebook.com/Fem4Forest

FAO-GLF Digital Forum: Transforming Agrifood systems with
forests

This Digital Forum on 29 September 2022 will explore how forests can help
transform global agrifood systems. Agriculture and forestry can provide crucial tools
to support sustainable development and tackle some of the world’s most pressing
challenges, including hunger, malnutrition, climate change, and biodiversity loss,
through a coordinated and cross-sectoral approach that presents agriculture and
forestry as solutions.

Best practices to enhance synergies, including agroforestry and the restoration of
agrosilvopastoral lands, as well as the adoption of innovative approaches and the
latest technologies, platforms, data and tools that support integrated landscape
planning and informed decision-making will be showcased.

For more information
FAO-GLF Digital Forum

Forest fire prevention workshop 24 October in Turkiye

Fire prevention workshop (photo WKR project)

The General Directorate of Forestry Turkiye, Silva Mediterranea (the Committee on
Mediterranean Forestry Questions-Silva Mediterranea under FAO) and FOREST
EUROPE are organizing a joint workshop in order to support capacity building to
prevent and control wildfires as well as to share the best practices while establishing
cooperation and strong partnerships.

This joint workshop is scheduled to take place 24-27 October 2022 in Antalya,
Turkiye.

For more information:
link

https://www.wood-science-economy.pl/en/conference
https://www.cei-bois.org/_files/ugd/5b1bdc_5cb314a2215e4322871b2bf093611987.pdf
https://efi.int/policysupport/thinkforest/eu_climate_goals
https://foresteurope.org/forest-europe-to-support-ukraine-in-rebuilding-its-forest-sector/
https://www.fao.org/events/detail/cofo-26/en
https://www.fao.org/events/detail/8th-world-forest-week/en
http://www.facebook.com/Fem4Forest
https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/transforming-food-systems-with-forests/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildfire-workshop-turkey-24-27-october-tickets-408051522087


The purpose of the Forest Information Billboard is to gather
news from the forest sector in one place: from forest
reporting, new publications, and upcoming events. The
contribution to the Billboard is voluntary. Please use our
attached new template and send it to billboard.ece-
faoforests@un.org. Please note that the editing of texts and
permission to use images is the full responsibility of
contributors. Texts are published as received*.

* The Secretariat reserves the right to decide which contribution to be published
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