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I. Provisional agenda
High-level segment
1.

Opening of the session and adoption of the agenda.

2.

High-level session: “The Protocol on Water and Health: Strengthening the resilience
of WASH and health services in times of climate change and pandemics”.

3.

Status of ratification of the Protocol and report on credentials.

General segment
4.

Elections of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the sixth session of the Meeting of the
Parties and other members of the Bureau.

5.

Global and regional context: relevant processes on water, sanitation, hygiene and
health.

6.

Improving governance for water and health: support for setting targets and
implementing measures.

7.

Assistance to support accession and implementation at the national level.

8.

Increasing resilience to climate change.

* In accordance with United Nations accreditation procedures, participants are requested to complete
the online registration procedure available on the web page for the sixth session
(https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/6thsession-MOP-Protocol) as soon as possible, but not
later than 1 October 2022.

GE.22-12912(E)

ECE/MP.WH/23
EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/03

9.

Compliance procedure.

10.

Prevention and reduction of water-related diseases.

11.

Institutional water, sanitation and hygiene.

12.

Small-scale water supplies and sanitation.

13.

Safe and efficient management of water supply and sanitation systems.

14.

Equitable access to water and sanitation: translating the human rights to water and
sanitation into practice.

15.

Financing of the Protocol on Water and Health.

16.

Programme of work for 2023–2025, terms of reference of bodies established to
implement it and resources needed for its implementation.

17.

Partners in implementation.

18.

Date and venue of the seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties.

19.

Other business.

20.

Presentation of the main decisions.

21.

Closing of the session.

II. Annotations
1.
The sixth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health to
the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes (Water Convention) will be held from 16 to 18 November 2022, at the Palais des
Nations, Geneva.
2.
The meeting will comprise a high-level segment followed by a general segment. The
high-level segment covers agenda items 1–3 and will be held in the morning and early
afternoon of Wednesday, 16 November, starting at 10 a.m. The general segment addresses
agenda items 4–21 and will start on Wednesday, 16 November, at 3.30 p.m. and will run until
5.30 p.m. on Friday, 18 November.
3.
Remote participation in the meeting is possible, but in-person participation is strongly
encouraged.
4.
Relevant meeting documentation and practical information will be made available in
due course on a dedicated page on the Protocol’s website.1

High-level segment
1.

Opening of the session and adoption of the agenda
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 10–10.45 a.m.
5.

The Chair of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol will open the session.

6.
Thereafter, the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (ECE) and the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for Europe will
address the Meeting of the Parties.
7.
The Meeting of the Parties is expected to adopt its agenda as set out in the present
document.

1

2

See https://unece.org/info/Environmental-Policy/Water-Convention/events/360848.
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8.
The Chair will invite the Parties to take note of the document on procedural matters
of relevance to decision-making at the sixth session of the Meeting of the Parties due to its
hybrid format, and to decide to apply it during the session.
Documentation
Annotated provisional agenda for the sixth session (ECE/MP.WH/23)
Procedural matters of relevance to decision-making at the sixth session of the Meeting of the
Parties due to the hybrid format imposed by the circumstances associated with the
coronavirus pandemic (ECE/MP.WH/2022/1-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/07)
Organization of work (informal document)

High-level session: “The Protocol on Water and Health: strengthening
the resilience of WASH and health services in times of climate change
and pandemics”

2.

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 10.45 a.m.–1 p.m.
9.
Global drivers such as climate change, population growth, urbanization and
environmental pollution alter the availability and quality of freshwater resources and
challenge access to safe and reliable water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services,
exacerbating already-existing challenges. The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic,
in particular, has shown how vulnerable WASH and health services can be and how important
they are in taking response actions and in recovering from impacts.
10.
The consequences of climate change, such as water quality changes, water scarcity,
floods and sea-level rise, together with their social, economic and environmental impacts, are
a rapidly emerging concern across the pan-European region that requires the urgent attention
of policymakers, scientists and practitioners. The impact of these changes on WASH services
and behaviours and on water resources is multifaceted and can have significant public health
and environmental consequences, exacerbating the occurrence of water-related diseases and
environmental degradation. Held in a hybrid format from 12 to 13 April 2022 in Geneva, the
Pan-European Regional Preparatory Meeting for the United Nations 2023 Water Conference
(New York, 22–24 March 2023) highlighted the urgent need for the region to further
strengthen adaptation to climate change to accelerate progress in making drinking water and
sanitation available, safe and affordable for all.
11.
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the critical role of WASH services as the
first line of defence in preventing and controlling the spread of infectious diseases. World
Health Assembly resolution 73.1 on COVID-19 response identified WASH as a central
component, calling upon countries “to take measures to support access to safe water,
sanitation and hygiene, and infection prevention and control, ensuring that adequate attention
is paid to the promotion of personal hygienic measures in all settings, including humanitarian
settings, and particularly in health facilities”. 2
12.
These challenges require appropriate intersectoral and multi-stakeholder action
among numerous relevant sectors, including health, environment and water, along with the
joint development of strategies and recommendations to respond to them.
13.
Through its multisectoral convening power, target setting and accountability
framework, and various tools on offer, the Protocol on Water and Health can play an
important role in building a better and fairer future following the pandemic, while addressing
the effects of climate change.
14.
In the last twenty years, the Protocol has supported remarkable progress in water,
sanitation, hygiene and health across the region, particularly in providing access to safe and
equitable drinking water and sanitation services, improving drinking water quality, reducing
2

World Health Organization (WHO), Seventy-third World Health Assembly, Geneva, 18–19 May (de
minimis) and 9–14 November (resumed) 2020 – Resolutions and decisions: Annexes,
WHA73/2020/REC/1, resolution WHA73.1, operative para. 7 (4).
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the occurrence of water-related disease incidents and outbreaks, and sound water resource
management. The Protocol continues to contribute to advancing and operationalizing the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in countries of the region,
especially in the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals 3 (Ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being for all at all ages) and 6 (Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all).
15.
The Protocol can support the recovery process towards a more resilient post-pandemic
world by placing access to essential services, such as universal and equitable access to safe
and climate-resilient drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for all in all settings, centre stage.
The Protocol also seeks to support policymakers in integrating adaptation to climate change
impacts into water and sanitation policy and strategic planning, while helping water and
sanitation service operators to effectively manage climate risks.
16.
The high-level session will provide an opportunity to appraise progress and take stock
of the concrete results of countries’ responses to ensure access to water, sanitation, hygiene
and health for all in the context of the pandemic and possible future pandemics. It will also
foster an open dialogue on how to tackle the persisting gaps and challenges posed by climate
change in the pan-European region to create climate-resilient WASH and health services.
17.

The session will focus on the following questions:

(a)
What are the lessons learned from the pandemic and how can national and local
WASH actions and policies be further prioritized to effectively respond to and recover from
the pandemic and prevent future outbreaks, including to achieve Sustainable Development
Goals 3 and 6?
(b)
How can immediate policy responses be taken to secure and extend WASH
service provision in times of pandemics?
(c)
What WASH interventions should be prioritized in the context of the
pandemic to better protect the health and well-being of the most vulnerable and marginalized
populations?
(d)
How can national targets be set and action plans be developed under the
Protocol to help countries respond to and recover from the pandemic?
(e)
How can the impacts of climate change on water, sanitation and health services
in the pan-European region be effectively addressed with a view to achieving Sustainable
Development Goals 6 and 13 (Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts)?
(f)
What policy and practical responses has your country taken to strengthen the
resilience of water resources, water and sanitation facilities and services to the effects of
climate change?
(g)
How can the Protocol framework and its tools further support countries to
strengthen climate resilience in water management and in the WASH and health sectors?
18.
A first keynote speech will set the scene by providing a landscape analysis of how the
pandemic has affected the water, sanitation and health situation in the pan-European region
and outlining how the Protocol frameworks can support countries to respond to and recover
from the pandemic.
19.
A second keynote speech will provide insights into the effects of climate change in
the pan-European region and their impacts on water, sanitation and health services and
sectors, and explore what opportunities exist at both the technical and political levels to
address those impacts, including through the Protocol.
20.
Following each keynote speech, a panel composed of high-level representatives from
countries and international and non-governmental organizations will discuss priority issues
related to the challenges posed by both the pandemic and climate change to WASH and health
services and facilities. Additionally, panellists will discuss existing options, good practices
and solutions to tackle these threats and impacts in the pan-European region, and will also be
invited to reflect on the role of the Protocol in shaping the regional agenda on water,
sanitation and health and in achieving the 2030 Agenda.
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21.
Subsequently, Parties, other States and stakeholders will be invited to participate in
an interactive, moderated discussion on the above-mentioned issues. Interventions and
statements should not exceed three minutes in length. To facilitate the running of the highlevel session, delegations planning to make a statement are invited to inform the secretariat
in advance.
22.
The main outcomes of the session will be reflected in a summary of proposed actions
and recommendations, which will be brought forward towards the United Nations 2023
Water Conference and inform the formulation of the declaration of the Seventh Ministerial
Conference on Environment and Health (Budapest, July 2023).
Documentation
The Protocol on Water and Health: Driving action on water, sanitation, hygiene and health
(United Nations publication, ECE/MP.WH/21)
The Protocol on Water and Health and the COVID-19 pandemic: Relevance, lessons learned
and future perspectives (informal document)
Programme of the high-level session: “The Protocol on Water and Health: Strengthening the
resilience of WASH and health services in times of climate change and pandemics” (informal
document)

3.

Status of ratification of the Protocol and report on credentials
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 3–3.30 p.m.
23.
The joint secretariat of the Protocol will inform the Meeting of the Parties about the
status of ratification of the Protocol on Water and Health.
24.
Delegates from States or regional economic integration organizations not yet Parties
to the Protocol will be invited to briefly present their plans to ratify, accept, approve or accede
to the Protocol, or related progress.
25.
In accordance with rule 15 of the rules of procedure for the meetings of the Parties to
the Protocol (ECE/MP.WH/2/Add.1-EUR/06/5069385/1/Add.1), the Bureau will report on
the credentials submitted by the Parties.3 Parties to the Protocol are therefore invited to inform
the secretariat of the name(s) of their representative(s) at their earliest convenience, and to
submit the credentials or a copy thereof to the ECE secretariat by 1 November 2022. Those
Parties that have submitted a copy of the credentials should present the originals to the
secretariat before the sixth session of the Meeting of the Parties, on arrival at the meeting in
Geneva.
Documentation
Status of ratification of the Protocol on Water and Health (informal document)

General segment
26.
The Meeting of the Parties will first elect the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the sixth
session. Subsequently, it will discuss the global and regional context for the activities carried
out under the Protocol and will be informed about relevant processes on water, sanitation,
hygiene and health. In the light of this, the Meeting of the Parties will review achievements
under the current programme of work for 2020–2022 (ECE/MP.WH/19/Add.1EUPCR/1814149/1.2/2019/MOP-5/06/Add.1), including in the context of the impacts of the
pandemic, and examine proposals for activities under the programme of work for 2023–2025.
3

Credentials, which are normally issued either by the Head of State or Government, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, or any other person duly empowered to do so, should indicate the composition of the
delegation, including the head of delegation, and should state that the respective delegation is
empowered to participate in the meeting and take decisions on behalf of the respective Government,
following the applicable rules of procedure.
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A discussion on the overall programme of work for 2023–2025 will take place under agenda
item 16.
Documentation
Report on the implementation of the programme of
(ECE/MP.WH/2022/3-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/09)

work

Overview of contributions and expenditures for the
(ECE/MP.WH/2022/4-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/10)

for

period

2020–2022
2020–2022

Draft programme of work for 2023–2025 (ECE/MP.WH/2022/2EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/08)

4.

Elections of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the sixth session of the
Meeting of the Parties and other members of the Bureau
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 3.30–3.50 p.m.
27.
In accordance with rule 17 (1) and (2) of its rules of procedure, the Meeting of the
Parties will elect a Chair and two Vice-Chairs. The Meeting of the Parties will then elect
additional officers to serve as members of the Bureau. The Chair, Vice-Chairs and Bureau
members will remain in office until the next elections at the seventh session of the Meeting
of the Parties.

5.

Global and regional context: relevant processes on water, sanitation,
hygiene and health
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 3.50–4.15 p.m.
28.
The Meeting of the Parties will be informed about relevant global and regional
processes and initiatives on water, sanitation, hygiene and health. In particular, participants
will be informed about the preparations for the United Nations 2023 Water Conference and
will discuss how the Protocol’s implementation, including at country level, can support the
objectives and expected outcomes of the Conference.
29.
The secretariat will inform the Meeting of the Parties about the preparations leading
to the Seventh Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health and how the outcomes of
the Meeting of the Parties will inform the high-level commitments on environment and health
to be adopted at the Conference.
30.
The Meeting of the Parties will also be informed about the status of the
implementation of the water-, sanitation- and hygiene-related targets of the Sustainable
Development Goals.
31.
A representative of the European Union will be invited to inform the Meeting of the
Parties about the recast of the Drinking Water Directive 4 and the Urban Wastewater
Treatment Directive,5 as well as other relevant developments and possible synergies with
work carried out under the Protocol.
Documentation
Drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene in the WHO European Region: Highlights and
progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal 6 (Copenhagen, WHO Regional
Office for Europe, 2022)

4

5

6

Directive (EU) 2020/2184 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2020 on
the quality of water intended for human consumption (recast), Official Journal of the European
Union, L 435 (2020), pp. 1–62.
Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban wastewater treatment, Official
Journal of the European Communities, L 135 (1991), pp. 40–52.
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Declaration of the Sixth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health (WHO Regional
Office for Europe, EURO/Ostrava 2017/6)

6.

Improving governance for water and health: support for setting targets
and implementing measures
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 4.15–5.30 p.m.
32.
The Chair of the Task Force on Target Setting and Reporting will present the
outcomes of the work of the Task Force in the past triennium.
33.
With reference to article 6 (3) of the Protocol, countries that have achieved significant
progress in setting, revising and/or implementing their targets in the period 2020–2022 will
be invited to report on their efforts. Participants will discuss: the benefits and specific
challenges encountered when setting, revising or implementing targets; and existing
solutions; and lessons learned. Participants will also be invited to highlight how other
programme areas under the Protocol have influenced target setting at the national and local
levels.
34.
Subsequently, the Meeting of the Parties will review the implementation of the
Protocol on the basis of the national summary reports submitted by Parties during the fifth
reporting cycle.6 In this respect, the joint secretariat will present the regional report on the
status of implementation of the Protocol. The Meeting of the Parties will also take note of
reports submitted by signatories and other States that are not Parties to the Protocol.
35.
Participants will be invited to discuss the main trends, challenges and solutions
emerging from the fifth reporting exercise of 2021–2022.
36.
The lead Parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national and/or subregional
capacity-building events to support target setting and implementation in the forthcoming
triennium.
Documentation
Regional report on the status of implementation of the Protocol (ECE/MP.WH/2022/5EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/11)

7.

Assistance to support accession and implementation at the
national level
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 16 November, 5.30–6 p.m.
37.
A representative of the ECE secretariat will inform Parties about the support for
implementation of the Protocol at the national level provided by the ECE-led National Policy
Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources Management and Water Supply and Sanitation
under the EU4Environment – Water Resources and Environmental Data programme and the
European Union Water Initiative National Policy Dialogues in Central Asia project. The
ECE secretariat will also report on other international projects promoting implementation of
the Protocol at the national level.
38.
A representative of the WHO Regional Office for Europe secretariat will brief
participants on assistance provided to member States through the framework of biennial
collaborative agreements and country cooperation strategies to support the Protocol’s work.
39.
The joint secretariat will introduce suggested future activities for the period 2023–
2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country delegates from

6

See https://unece.org/fifth-reporting-exercise-under-protocol-water-and-health-november-2021-april2022
7

ECE/MP.WH/23
EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/03

States not yet Parties to the Protocol will be invited to express interest in organizing national
and/or subregional events to promote accession to the Protocol in the forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Overview of activities in member States under the biennial collaborative agreements of the
WHO Regional Office for Europe to support implementation of the Protocol’s programme
of work for 2020–2022 (informal document)

8.

Increasing resilience to climate change
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, 10–11 a.m.
40.
The lead country will report on activities and progress made in the area of increasing
resilience to climate change in the past triennium. In particular, the Meeting of the Parties
will be informed about the development of the Background Note on Increasing Resilience to
Climate Change through the Protocol on Water and Health, which provides an overview of
how the Protocol’s framework, areas of work and tools can support action to address climatesensitive health and environmental risks.
41.
Participants will also be informed about the outcomes of the Global workshop on
building climate resilience through improving water management and sanitation at national
and transboundary levels (Geneva (online), 29–31 March 2021), jointly organized with the
Water Convention, and of the outcomes of the special session on climate change held during
the thirteenth meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Geneva (hybrid), 19–20
May 2022).
42.
The lead country will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national, subregional and/or
regional capacity-building events on increasing resilience to climate change in the
forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Background Note on Increasing Resilience to Climate Change through the Protocol on Water
and Health (ECE/MP.WH/2022/7-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/13)

9.

Compliance procedure
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, 11 a.m.–noon
43.
The Chair of the Compliance Committee under the Protocol will report on the
Committee’s activities in the past triennium. In particular, he will report on the outcomes of
the review of compliance with the obligation to set targets and target dates under article 6 of
the Protocol; and the Consultation Process.
44.
The Meeting of the Parties will be invited to take note of the Committee’s report,
including any general recommendations contained therein, and to consider, revise as
necessary and adopt a draft decision on general issues of compliance, prepared by the
Committee.
45.
Parties will be invited to express interest in undertaking a consultation with the
Committee under the Consultation Process in the period 2023–2025 as part of the future
programme of work.
46.
The Meeting of the Parties is expected to elect six members of the Compliance
Committee, in accordance with the procedure set out in the annex to decision I/2 on the
review of compliance (ECE/MP.WH/2/Add.3–EUR/06/5069385/1/Add.3).
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Documentation
Report of the Compliance Committee to the Meeting of the Parties, including the decision on
general issues of compliance (ECE/MP.WH/2022/6-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/12)
List of nominated candidates for the Compliance Committee, together with curricula vitae
and supporting documentation (informal document)

10.

Prevention and reduction of water-related diseases
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, noon–1 p.m.
47.
The lead Parties will report on activities and progress made in the area of prevention
and reduction of water-related diseases in the past triennium. In particular, the Meeting of
the Parties will be informed about the development of two training modules: (a) Surveillance
and outbreak management of water-related infectious diseases associated with water-supply
systems; and (b) Surveillance of drinking water using risk-based approaches. The Meeting
of the Parties will be invited to endorse these training materials for use in capacity-building
activities.
48.
The Meeting of the Parties will be briefed on the outcomes of the Expert meeting on
prevention and control of legionellosis in the pan-European region (online, 30 November–2
December 2021), including supporting activities focusing on the burden of legionellosis in
the region and existing regulatory frameworks.
49.
A representative of the WHO Regional Office for Europe secretariat will report on the
utility of surveillance of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) in
wastewater in the context of managing the COVID-19 pandemic, including the development
of an interim guidance document and associated questions and answers. Participants will be
invited to share their experiences in setting up and implementing environmental surveillance
programmes for SARS-CoV-2.
50.
Representatives of Parties and other States will be invited to report on activities
towards strengthening water-related disease surveillance and outbreak response systems at
the national and local levels in accordance with article 8 of the Protocol, including their
experiences in using the practical tools developed under the Protocol: Strengthening
surveillance and outbreak management of water-related infectious diseases associated with
water supply systems7 and Strengthening drinking water surveillance using risk-based
approaches.8
51.
The lead Parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national or subregional
capacity-building events on water-related disease and/or water quality surveillance in the
forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Expert meeting on prevention and control of legionellosis in the pan-European region:
Meeting report – Virtual meeting, 30 November–2 December 2021 (Copenhagen, WHO
Regional Office for Europe, 2022)
Training module on risk-based water quality surveillance (informal document)
Training module on water-related disease surveillance and outbreak management (informal
document)
The Protocol on Water and Health and the COVID-19 pandemic: Relevance, lessons learned
and future perspectives (informal document)

7
8

Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2019.
Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2019.
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Expert consultation on public health needs related to surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in
wastewater: Summary report – Virtual meeting, 30 November 2020 (Copenhagen, WHO
Regional Office for Europe, 2021)
Environmental surveillance for SARS-COV-2 to complement public health surveillance:
Interim Guidance (Geneva, WHO, 2022)
Wastewater surveillance of SARS-CoV-2: Questions and answers (Q and A) (Copenhagen,
WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2022)

11.

Institutional water, sanitation and hygiene
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, 3–4 p.m.
52.
The lead Parties will report on activities and progress made in the area of water,
sanitation and hygiene in schools and health-care facilities in the past triennium. In particular,
the Meeting of the Parties will be informed about the outcomes of the two editions of the
Subregional workshop on water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in schools (online, 6–8 July
2021 and 4–6 April 2022), as well as the objectives and key contents of the two following
publications: (a) Improving quality of care through better water, sanitation and hygiene: A
pan-European perspective; and (b) Water, sanitation and hygiene in health-care facilities: A
practical tool for situation assessment and improvement planning. The Meeting of the Parties
will be invited to endorse these publications.
53.
The Meeting of the Parties will be briefed on the progress of implementation of World
Health Assembly resolution 72.7 on water, sanitation and hygiene in health-care facilities,9
specifically the outcomes of national assessments undertaken in Georgia, Hungary,
Montenegro, Serbia and Tajikistan.
54.
Representatives of Parties and other States will be invited to report on national
activities on water, sanitation and hygiene in schools and health-care facilities, including on
the setting and implementation of targets and on experiences in using the practical tools
developed under the Protocol to improve surveillance and management of water, sanitation
and hygiene in schools. Participants will also be invited to report on particular measures taken
in schools and health-care facilities in the context of the pandemic and World Health
Assembly resolution 73.1 on COVID-19 response.
55.
The lead Parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national or subregional
capacity-building events on water, sanitation and hygiene in schools and health-care facilities
in the forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Improving quality of care through better water, sanitation and hygiene: A pan-European
perspective (Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2022)
Water, sanitation and hygiene in health-care facilities: A practical tool for situation
assessment and improvement planning (Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe,
2022)
National situational analysis of water, sanitation and hygiene in health-care facilities in
Serbia: Summary report (Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2020)
Water, sanitation and hygiene in schools: Meeting summary, 6–8 July 2021 (Copenhagen,
WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2021)
Water, sanitation and hygiene in schools: Meeting summary, 4–6 April 2022 (Copenhagen,
WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2022)

9

10

WHO, Seventy-second World Health Assembly, Geneva, 20–28 May 2019 – Resolutions and
decisions: Annexes, WHA72/2019/REC/1, resolution WHA72.7.
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12.

Small-scale water supplies and sanitation
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, 4–5 p.m.
56.
The lead Parties will report on activities and progress made in the area of small-scale
water supplies and sanitation in the past triennium. In particular, the Meeting of the Parties
will be briefed on the main findings of the review of targets and country activities on smallscale water supply and sanitation systems, summarized in the report Small-scale water supply
and sanitation systems: Country activities towards achieving safe services.
57.
The Meeting of the Parties will be informed about the objectives and key contents of
the publication A field guide to improving small drinking water supplies: Water safety
planning for rural communities, which provides a practical tool to support the adoption of
water safety plans in small-scale systems. The Meeting of the Parties will be invited to
endorse the document.
58.
Representatives of Parties and other States will also be invited to share experiences
on water safety plan uptake in small systems and provide information on national activities
and policy developments to improve small-scale water supply and sanitation, including
progress regarding a field project to implement integrated water safety and sanitation safety
plans in Serbia.
59.
The lead Parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national or subregional
capacity-building events on small-scale water supply and sanitation in the forthcoming
triennium.
Documentation
A field guide to improving small drinking water supplies: Water safety planning for rural
communities (Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2022)
Small-scale water supply and sanitation systems: Country activities towards achieving safe
services (informal document)
Summary of the expert consultation on on-site sanitation (informal document)

13.

Safe and efficient management of water supply and sanitation systems
Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 November, 5–6 p.m.
60.
The lead Parties will report on activities and progress made in the area of safe and
efficient management of water supply and sanitation systems in the past triennium. In
particular, the Meeting of the Parties will be briefed on the outcomes of the two online Expert
consultations on on-site sanitation in the pan-European region held, respectively, on 5–7
October 2021 and 24 June 2022.
61.
The Meeting of the Parties will be informed about the publication Delivering safe
sanitation for all: Areas for action to improve the situation in the pan-European region,
aimed at presenting available evidence regarding the status of sanitation in the pan-European
region and the challenges and opportunities in the sanitation sector, and recommending
priorities for policy attention and action. The Meeting of the Parties will be invited to endorse
the publication Delivering safe sanitation for all: Areas for action to improve the situation
in the pan-European region.
62.
Representatives of Parties and other States will be invited to provide information on
national activities and policy developments relating to the implementation of water safety
and sanitation safety planning approaches, including uptake in national legislation and/or
setting dedicated targets under the Protocol. Participants will also be invited to report on the
implications of the pandemic for the provision of water supply and sanitation services and
specific measures taken to ensure continued and safe operation of such systems.
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63.
The lead Parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in organizing national or subregional
capacity-building events on water and sanitation safety planning and/or sanitation regulations
in the forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Delivering safe sanitation for all: Areas for action to improve the situation in the panEuropean region (Copenhagen, WHO Regional Office for Europe, 2022)
Summary of the expert consultation on on-site sanitation in the pan-European region
(informal document)

14.

Equitable access to water and sanitation: translating the human rights
to water and sanitation into practice
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 9.30–10.30 a.m.
64.
The lead Parties will report on activities and progress made in the area of equitable
access to water and sanitation in the past triennium, including the outcomes of the work of
the Sixth Meeting of the Expert Group on Equitable Access to Water and Sanitation (online,
24–25 March 2021) and the Regional Workshop on Equitable Access to Water and
Sanitation: New policy developments, impacts of COVID-19 and options to ensure
affordability (Geneva (hybrid), 13–14 June 2022).
65.
The Meeting of the Parties will also be informed about the publication Making water
and sanitation affordable for all: Policy options and good practices to ensure the
affordability of safe drinking water and sanitation services in the pan-European region,
which unpacks the concept of affordability of water and sanitation services and identifies and
analyses different policy options to address affordability concerns. The Meeting of the Parties
will be invited to endorse this publication and to discuss how to promote its use.
66.
Representatives of Parties and non-Parties that have applied The Equitable Access
Score-card: Supporting policy processes to achieve the human right to water and sanitation10
and the Guidance Note on the Development of Action Plans to Ensure Equitable Access to
Water and Sanitation11 will report on progress made in assessing the equity of access to water
and sanitation and implementing actions to improve equitable access.
67.
The lead parties will introduce suggested future work in this programme area for the
period 2023–2025. The Meeting of the Parties will discuss the proposed activities. Country
delegates will also be invited to express interest in the application of the Protocol tools on
equity during the forthcoming triennium.
Documentation
Making water and sanitation affordable for all: Policy options and good practices to ensure
the affordability of safe drinking water and sanitation services in the pan-European region
(United Nations publication, ECE/MP.WH/20)

15.

Financing of the Protocol on Water and Health
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 10.30 a.m.–noon
68.
The financing of the Protocol on Water and Health largely relies on voluntary
contributions. While there has been a positive development since the last session of the
Meeting of the Parties, with more Parties contributing to both ECE and WHO Protocol trust
funds, the overall financial situation remains very challenging. A specific round table

10
11

12
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discussion on financing will be organized with Parties to the Protocol, focusing on the
resources needed to ensure the reliable and successful implementation of the Protocol.
69.
The round table discussion will start with the joint secretariat setting the scene by
presenting the overview of financing needs and contributions received since the Protocol
entered into force in 2005, highlighting challenges faced with respect to the lack of resources
as well as good practices by Parties. The joint secretariat will also provide an overview of the
financial resources made available for the implementation of the programme of work for
2020–2022, and will introduce the overview of resource requirements for 2023–2025.
70.
The Meeting of the Parties will be invited to discuss the situation regarding staff
resources in the ECE and WHO/Europe parts of the joint secretariat. In this regard, the
meeting will be informed about the outcome of its request from the fifth session (Belgrade,
19–21 November 2019) to the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide additional
regular budget resources for ECE secretariat staff. 12
71.
Subsequently, Parties will be invited to make short interventions on the financial
contributions that they could provide in order to support implementation of the programme
of work for 2023–2025, as well as how they could support efforts to enhance the
sustainability and predictability of financing under the Protocol, based on the following
guiding questions:
(a)
What financial contribution can your country make in order to support
implementation of the programme of work for 2023–2025 (e.g., funding from the competent
authorities represented by the Protocol focal points, other national entities, including
ministries of foreign affairs and development cooperation agencies, and/or other sources)?
(b)
As a Party, how can your country support efforts to enhance the sustainability
and predictability of financing under the Protocol?
(c)
How can your country contribute in kind to the Protocol’s activities (for
example, by planning and implementing activities foreseen under the programme of work for
2023–2025, hosting meetings, including travel for participants and logistical meeting
arrangements, or supporting the production of publications)?
72.
During the round table discussion, all Parties will be invited to reply to these
questions. Representatives of other States, relevant international and non-governmental
organizations and other partners may also take the floor.
Documentation
Concept note for a round table discussion on the financing of the Protocol on Water and
Health (informal document)
Overview of contributions and expenditures for the
(ECE/MP.WH/2022/4-EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/10)

period

2020–2022

Draft programme of work for 2023–2025 (ECE/MP.WH/2022/2EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/08)

16.

Programme of work for 2023–2025, terms of reference of bodies
established to implement it and resources needed for its implementation
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, noon–12.30 p.m. and 2.30–4.15 p.m.
73.
On the basis of the discussions under previous agenda items, the Meeting of the Parties
is expected to finalize and adopt its programme of work for 2023–2025. In doing so, the
Meeting of the Parties will:
(a)
countries;

12

Agree on the structure of the programme of work, future activities and lead
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(b)
Also agree on the intergovernmental bodies, along with their respective
mandates and terms of reference, to guide the implementation of the programme of work;
(c)
Taking into consideration the outcomes of the round table on financing for the
Protocol on Water and Health (item 15 above), make arrangements related to the financial
and human resources needed to implement the activities contained in the programme of work
and indicate funding for these activities.
74.
In relation to the above, the Meeting of the Parties will be invited to consider and
adopt the overview of extrabudgetary resources needed for the implementation of the
programme of work for 2023–2025.
Documentation
Report on the implementation
(ECE.MP.WH/2022/3)
Overview of contributions
(ECE.MP.WH/2022/4)

of

and

the

programme

expenditures

for

of

work

the

for

period

2020–2022
2020–2022

Draft programme of work for 2023–2025 (ECE/MP.WH/2022/2EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/08)
Provisional calendar of meetings under the Protocol on Water and Health and the Water
Convention in 2023 (informal document)

17.

Partners in implementation
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 4.15–4.45 p.m.
75.
In accordance with article 16 (3) (c) of the Protocol, the Chair of the Meeting of the
Parties to the Water Convention will inform the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol of the
progress made in the implementation of the Water Convention and the decisions taken at the
ninth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention (Geneva, 29 September–1
October 2021), especially regarding the implementation of the Convention at the global level
and the opportunities for joint action by the two governing bodies.
76.
Considering that the success of the programme of work’s implementation depends on
strategic cooperation with partners who share joint goals and agendas, such as international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, the private sector and academia,
existing and potential partners will be invited to present ideas and proposals for cooperation
in the framework of the programme of work for 2023–2025.

18.

Date and venue of the seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 4.45–4.50 p.m.
77.
The Meeting of the Parties will be invited to set dates and agree on the venue for its
seventh ordinary session.

19.

Other business
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 4.50–4.55 p.m.
78.
Delegates wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the joint
secretariat as soon as possible.
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20.

Presentation of the main decisions
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 4.55–5.20 p.m.
79.
The Chair will present the main decisions taken by the Meeting of the Parties. The
Meeting of the Parties will be invited to entrust the joint secretariat, in consultation with the
Bureau, with finalizing the report of its sixth session.

21.

Closing of the session
Tentative timing: Friday, 18 November, 5.20–5.30 p.m.
80.

The Chair will make a final statement and will then officially close the session.
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