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Aarhus Convent ion – ext raordinary Meet ing  of the Part ies , 24 June 
2022 
 
Eu rop e a n  ECO Foru m  re a ct ion  t o  a p p o in t m e n t  o f Sp e cia l Ra p p or t e u r  

 
Fr a n ce sca  Ca r ls son , Eu rop e a n  En viron m e n t a l Bu re a u  

 
The  European  ECO Forum  is de ligh ted  and tru ly welcom es tha t a  new Specia l Rapporteu r has been  
e lected . We a re  a lso  su rprised  – happily su rprised  – by how qu ickly th is ou tcom e was reached. As 
m en tioned yeste rday and today, th is  is  a  h istorica l m om en t tha t we  a re  very proud of. 
 
Four h igh ly qua lified  and exce llen t candida tes were  nom ina ted , each  with  d istinguish ing expertise . 
We congra tu la te  Mr Forst for be ing the  first specia l rapporteu r under the  Aarhus Conven tion . We 
be lieve  tha t Mr Forst’s  m anda te  has the  strongest legitim acy possib le  thanks to  the  Parties’ success in  
reach ing consensus for h is e lection . So  we  a lso  congra tu la te  the  Parties for having succeeded with  
th is. 
 
NGOs look forward  to  engaging and coopera ting with  Mr Forst in  th is new ro le , and  we  u rge  a ll Parties 
and  the  Conven tion  bodies to  do  the  sam e, ensu ring tha t the  Rapid  Response  Mechan ism  is 
am bitious and e ffective . Environm en ta l defenders, ou r colleagues, face  b ig cha llenges to  the ir work, 
live lihoods, and  lives and we  look towards you , Mr Forst, to  support them . 
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