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Dear Madam, 

in response to your letter of 29 April 2022 on the submission of draft findings and 

recommendations of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee in the case 

ACCC/C/2014/119, below please find the response of the Ministry of Climate and 

Environment of the Republic of Poland. 

Paragraph 19 of the findings contains a reference to legal framework. Please be informed that 

clauses (4) and (5) of the Act of 27 March 2003 on the spatial planning and development, 

referred to in paragraph 19, have been repealed. Clause (4) was repealed by the Act of 15 July 

2020 amending the Act on the principles of development policy and certain other acts  

(Journal of Laws item 1378), while clause (5) by the Act of 24 January 2014 amending the 

Act the principles of development policy and certain other acts  (Journal of Laws item 379). 

The Polish Party asks to delete the part of paragraph 73, i.e. the sentence of the following 

wording: “The confusing and incomplete nature of the documentation and translations 

provided to the Committee in this case has added significantly to the Committee’s workload 

and substantially prolonged the time required to complete the present findings.” The Polish 

Party wishes to note that the proceeding before the Committee was commenced in 2014. The 

hearing in the case ACCC/C/2014/119 was held in 2016, while the follow-up correspondence 

was sent to the Polish authorities 4 years later. Upon receiving the additional questions of the 

Committee, the Polish authorities made all efforts to deliver the required materials. This 

process required certain arrangements with the Committee on which documents or parts 

thereof should be translated. Also the translation process required significant expenditure of 

time and money. From the reasons presented above, we believe that the sentence from 



paragraph 73 of the draft findings and recommendations suggests inequitably that the 

excessively long process of examining the communication in the case ACCC/C/2014/119 is 

attributable only to the Party to the Convention. 

With reference to the findings, the Ministry of Climate and Environment states that the 

provisions of the Polish law specify the obligations of public authorities in the field of proper 

informing and method of public consultation (public participation) in the case of drawing-up 

the Voivodeship spatial development plans in a sufficient manner. However, the practical 

implementation of these provisions for the Lubuskie Voivodeship spatial development plan 

could raise certain doubts as to the transparency of public participation in the works on the 

plan. The plan in question is no longer valid. It was replaced by the Resolution no. 

XLIV/667/18 of the Assembly of the Lubuskie Voivodeship of 23 April 2018 (Official 

Journal of the Lubuskie Voivodeship of 2 May 2018, item 1163) on the adoption of the 

Lubuskie Voivodeship Spatial development Plan and the spatial development plans of the 

urban functional areas of the Voivodeship centre of Zielona Góra and Gorzów Wlkp. 

Taking the measures of non-legislative nature, which will enable keeping with the appropriate 

standards of public participation when adopting the Voivodeship spatial development plans, is 

to be considered. 

At the same time, the Ministry of Climate and Environment would like to note that with 

regard to the provisions of Decision I/7, the absolute requirement to implement the 

recommendations by the Party to the convention arises upon approval of the findings and 

recommendations in the case in the form of a decision by the Meeting of the Parties to the 

Convention. 
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