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REGULATION 

THE MINISTER FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS AND INLAND NAVIGATION 1) 

of 21 August 2019. 

 
on the scope of the water management manual 

 
Pursuant to Article 413 of the Act of 20 July 2017. - Water Law (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 2268 and of 2019, 

item 125, 534 and 1495), it is ordered as follows: 

§ 1. Whenever referred to in the Regulation: 

1) minimum level of water accumulation - means the lowest level of the water table which makes it possible for the 

damming structure to operate properly; 

2) normal water level - means the highest level of the water table under normal conditions of use of the damming 

structure; 

3) maximum water level - means the highest water level of the dammed water taking into account the permanent flood 

reserve; for damming structures without flood capacity the maximum water level is equal to the normal water level; 

4) minimum energy level - means the lowest level of the dammed water table that allows a power plant to operate; 

5) Emergency damming level - means the highest admissible short-term level of dammed water above the maximum 
damming level; 

6) Lowest navigable flow - means the minimum water flow determined for a waterway or section of a waterway and 

necessary to maintain the transit depth required by the class of the waterway in the navigable route; 

7) Maximum navigable flow - means the maximum water flow, determined for a waterway or a section of a waterway, 
at which navigation can be performed; 

8) normal navigable level - means the lowest level of the water table backed up by a waterway, providing the transit 

depth required for the class of waterway under conditions from the lowest navigable flow to the highest navigable 

flow; 

9) Maximum navigable water level - means the level of the water table backed up by the stage under conditions of the 
highest navigable flow; 

10) dead volume of the reservoir - means the volume of the reservoir below the minimum level of water accumulation; 

11) Usable reservoir volume - means the reservoir volume to be used for the stated purpose of the reservoir between the 

minimum damming level and normal damming level; 
 

1) The Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation heads the department of government administration - water management, 

based on § 1 (2) (2) of the Regulation of the Prime Minister of 13 December 2017 on the detailed scope of activities of the Minister 

of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation (Journal of Laws, item 2324 and of 2018, item 100). 
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12) Permanent flood capacity of the reservoir - means the capacity of the reservoir to be used by a flood wave between 

the normal level of damming and the maximum level of damming; 

13) Forced flood capacity of a reservoir - means the capacity of a reservoir between the maximum level of damming and 

an exceptional level of damming; 

14) Normal reservoir use - means the use of a water facility at water levels between the minimum level of impoundment 

and the normal level of impoundment; 

15) Conditions of use during floods - means the use of a water facility at levels above the normal level of damming; 

16) Maximum capacity of a water facility - means the total capacity of all the discharge facilities of a water facility at the 

maximum damming level; 

17) guaranteed flow - means the flow of waters below the damming structure being the sum of the inviolable flow and the 

flow necessary to cover the water needs, in particular the water needs of the establishments with water permits 

located within the range of influence of a given structure; 

18) permitted flow - means the flow of water which does not cause adverse effects of flooding in the areas downstream of 

the damming structure; 

19) Flood flow - means the flow of water below the damming structure, determined according to forecasts and adapted to 

the capacity of the discharge facilities, which may cause adverse flood effects; 

20) catastrophic flow - means the flood flow of waters below the damming structure, which is beyond the control of the 

discharge facilities and causes damage to property and endangers human life or health; 

21) anticipatory flow - means a water flow that does not exceed the permitted flow and which, depending on forecasts 

and the current storage capacity of the reservoir, allows it to partially empty before the expected flood event; 

22) damming height - means the difference between the ordinate of the maximum damming level and the ordinate of the 

lower water table corresponding to the multi-year average low flow; 

23) State of alert for an artificial reservoir - means a state of flood hazard and increased safety for the artificial reservoir's 

personnel and services responsible for hydrological and meteorological protection of the reservoir, introduced during 

a flood when inflow to the artificial reservoir exceeds the permitted flow at the normal level of damming; 

24) state of alert for an artificial reservoir - means a state of increased readiness for the operation of an artificial reservoir 

and services conducting hydrological and meteorological protection of this reservoir, introduced in the case of 

occurrence in the catchment area above the artificial reservoir of such a hydrological and meteorological situation 

that may necessitate the commencement of its use according to the procedure foreseen for the period of flooding, 

included in the water management instruction, hereinafter referred to as 'instruction'; 

25) Drought in an artificial reservoir - means a situation in which, if water is managed in accordance with the 
instructions, there is a fear of rapid exhaustion of the usable capacity of this reservoir, preventing the realisation of 

inviolable flows and covering the water needs of establishments holding water permits. 

§ 2. The following designations shall be used in the manual for: 

1) minimum level of accumulation - Min PP; 

2) minimum energy level - Min PE; 

3) normal water level - NPP; 

4) maximum damming level - Max PP; 

5) extraordinary accumulation level - Above PP; 

6) normal navigable level - NWŻ; 

7) the maximum navigable level - WWŻ; 

8) multi-year average low flow - SNQ; 

9) guaranteed flow - Qgw ; 
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10) the lowest navigable flow - Qminż ; 

11) the highest navigable flow - Qmaxż ; 

12) permitted flow - Qdoz ; 

13) flood flow - Qpow ; 

14) catastrophic flow - Qkat ; 

15) advance flow - Qwyp ; 

16) the dead volume of the tank - Vm ; 

17) the usable volume of the tank - Vu ; 

18) permanent flood capacity of the reservoir - Vps ; 

19) the flood capacity of the reservoir - Vpf . 

§ 3 1. The instructions for damming structures shall be prepared taking into account normal operating conditions, 

operating conditions during floods and operating conditions during drought. 

2. The instructions for damming structures include the period of:  

1) construction; 

2) first filling; 

3) renovation; 

4) business retention; 

5) the occurrence of a failure. 

§ 4 The instructions for damming structures shall take into account the satisfaction of the water needs of the 
establishments using the dammed water, according to the water right permits held by these establishments, and the 

assurance of the non-abstraction flow or the guaranteed flow. 

§ 5 The manual for damming structures consists of a descriptive and a graphic part. 

§ 6. 1. The descriptive part of the manual for damming structures includes: 

1) information on the location of the water feature, including its location kilometre on the watercourse and the 
coordinates; 

2) the name of the owner, manager or operator responsible for water management and water facility maintenance; 

3) a specification of the functions that the water facility is intended to perform; 

4) information on the aquatic facility, in particular: 

a) the levels of impoundment - minimum impoundment level, minimum energy level, normal impoundment level, 

maximum impoundment level, exceptional impoundment level, maximum navigable level and normal navigable 

level and their duration, 

b) the height of water accumulation, 

c) flows - mean low multi-year flow, guaranteed flow, inviolable flow, permitted flow, flood flow, disaster flow, 

advance flow, lowest navigable flow and highest navigable flow, 

d) the permissible rates of decrease and increase of water levels at the upper and lower stations, 

e) the maximum capacity of the water facility, 

f) the risks and conditions of water management that arise when the damming level falls below the minimum level 

of impoundment; 

5) determination of water management under normal conditions of use; 

6) defining a course of action during floods; 

7) to determine how to proceed during periods of ice phenomena; 
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8) specifying the procedures to be followed in the event of an accident or cessation of the use of water specified in the 

water permit; 

9) determining how to deal with drought conditions; 

10) a list of measuring devices and a description of the measurement and observation network; 

11) identification of the main activities related to water management and of the persons responsible for carrying them out; 

12) a list of interacting establishments and positions of persons responsible for water management and their contact 

details; 

13) definition of the method of notifying the operational centre for flood protection of the State Water Management 

Company Wody Polskie of the occurrence on a water device of hazardous phenomena resulting from hydrological 

and meteorological situation; 

14) definition of the method of notification of the operational centre for flood protection of the State Water Management 

Company Wody Polskie, the commune, district and voivodeship crisis management teams and the Institute of 

Meteorology and Water Management - National Research Institute of water discharges above the permitted flow; in 

case there is no commune centre for crisis management, the commune head, mayor or the head of the city will be 
notified. 

2. In the case of an artificial reservoir, the descriptive part of the instructions shall also include: 

1) basic data on the state of alert and warning; 

2) basic capacity data, including reservoir deadweight capacity, reservoir usable capacity, reservoir permanent 

flood capacity and reservoir forcing flood capacity; 

3) to determine how water is to be managed under flood conditions, including how flood storage capacity is to 

be created and used based on information from hydrological and meteorological information and how it is to 

be dealt with: 

a) the introduction of a state of alert, 

b) the introduction of an alert state, 

c) the predicted arrival of the flood wave. 

3. The graphic part of the manual for damming structures includes: 

1) water management plans and diagrams; 

2) topographic maps at a scale of 1:1000 to 1:10 000 or base maps at a scale of 1:1000 to 1:10 000, showing the location 

of damming structures, pumping stations, power stations and facilities for the abstraction and drainage of surface 

water; 

3) discharge curves of discharge devices; 

4) tank capacity curve. 

§ 7 The instructions for damming structures are attached: 

1) copies or copies of previous water permits for the water facility concerned, 

2) copies or copies of water permits for other water facilities within the influence range of the dam structure 

- in so far as the water permits relating to such facilities have been issued. 

§ 8 1. For interdependent water use by several establishments, including a cascade of reservoirs or water stages and 

energy use of cascade facilities, a single instruction shall be prepared covering water use by all establishments using the 

water resource or water facilities located along the watercourse. 

2. The instruction referred to in paragraph 1 shall take into account the requirements set out in § 3-7. 

3. The descriptive part of the instructions referred to in paragraph 1 shall additionally include: 

1) to define the way in which the establishments are to interact in accordance with the conditions arising from the 

guarantee and the order in which the water requirements of the various establishments are to be met; 

2) determine how to interact with other establishments and water facilities upstream and downstream of the water 

facility, in particular with regard to the flow of water occurring during floods or droughts. 
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4. The graphic part of the instruction referred to in paragraph 1 shall additionally include topographic maps at a scale 

of 1:10 000 to 1:50 000 or base maps at a scale of 1:1000 to 1:5000, depending on the needs arising from the number of 

establishments and the extent of their mutual influence. 

5. The instruction referred to in paragraph 1 shall specify how water is to be managed in the event of drought, 

including the order in which the water needs of individual establishments are to be met and the possibility of any 

restrictions on the use of the water resource. 

6. The instructions referred to in paragraph 1 shall specify how water is to be managed in the event of a technological 

or operational shutdown of one of the plants, particularly with regard to ensuring an inviolable flow or a guaranteed flow. 

§ 9 1. The instructions for a cascade of water reservoirs or water steps include all cascade objects located along the 

watercourse and on the diversion channels. 

2. The instructions referred to in paragraph 1 shall specify on which parts of the cascade and at what rate the 

inviolable flow or the guaranteed flow shall be maintained. 

3. In the case of power-using cascade facilities, the manual referred to in paragraph 1 shall additionally include 

information on the power-use of water, including technological and emergency stoppages of the power plant, water 

retention and the passage of water through the discharge facilities of water reservoirs or water stages. 

§ 10 The Regulation shall enter into force 14 days after its publication.2) 

 
Minister for Maritime Affairs and Inland Navigation: M. Gróbarczyk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) This Regulation was preceded by the Regulation of the Minister of Environment of 17 August 2006 on the scope of water 

management instructions (Journal of Laws, item 1087), which, pursuant to Article 566(1) of the Act of 20 July 2017. - Water Law 

(Journal of Laws of 2018, item 2268 and of 2019, item 125, 534 and 1495) was repealed on 1 July 2019. 
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