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What is a standard?
• Agreed set of requirements, 

specifications or guidelines

• They apply to materials, 

products, processes & services

• They ensure these are fit for 

purpose

Safe

Sustainable

Interoperable

Comparable
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Standards versus regulation

Headline Standards Regulation

Technical specifications State of the art Defined by legislators
or only essential requirements

Application Voluntary Mandatory

Responsible person Interested stakeholders Legislator

Development process Openness & transparency Depends on institution

Decision making Consensus Democratic

Revision Every 5 years & easy Foreseen in text or decided
later, but burdensome
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Standards and the Environment
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ECOS in ISO  
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ECOS in IEC  
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Inclusive

and 

diverse 

participation
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Inclusiveness: how it started…. 
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Inclusiveness: how it’s going… 



Digitalisation…
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Thank you

@ECOS_Standard ECOS-EU

Mundo-b, the Brussels
Sustainable House
Rue d’Edimbourg, 26
1050 Brussels, Belgium

Environmental Coalition on Standards
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Pamela Tarif • Head of Global Engagement

pamela.tarif@ecostandard.org

ECOS is co-funded by the European Commission & EFTA and a range of sources including foundations and membership fees 

+32 2894 4668
info@ecostandard.org

www.ecostandard.org

https://twitter.com/ecos_standard
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ecos-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ecos-eu/
https://twitter.com/ecos_standard
mailto:Pamela.tarif@ecostandard.org
https://ecostandard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ECOS-ANNUAL-REVIEW-2020.pdf
mailto:info@ecostandard.org
http://www.ecostandard.org/

