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Seventh Session of the 

Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 

 GP2022 Session Report 

UNECE side event on Governance of climate and technological risks in 

transboundary water bodies 

Session date and time: 27 May 2022, 15:00 – 16:30 h (Bali UTC +8) 

Session moderator: Niels Vlaanderen, Co-chair of the Task Force on Water and Climate Change 

of the UNECE Water Convention, Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management, Netherlands 

Session speakers: Armine Hayrapetyan, Co-chair of the Intergovernmental Working Group on 

EFDRR Roadmap 2021-2030, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Armenia; Laszlo Balatonyi, 

Priority Area Coordinator (PAC), EU Strategy for the Danube Region, Environmental Risks Priority 

Area; Bountieng Sanaxonh, Director of Planning Division, Mekong River Commission; Bob Alfa, 

Director, Water Resources Planning, Water Resources Commission, Ghana. 

 

Session synthesis : 

Adapting to climate change and managing the risks of natural and technological hazards in 

transboundary basins has become critical, as the frequency and intensity of extreme weather 

events are on the rise in the wake of the changing climate. Timely actions and clear policy and 

governance responses are needed, and more than ever in a coordinated manner. 

During the side event, several panellists provided insights and improved understanding of how 

countries can integrate multi-hazard/multi-risk approaches into the governance of transboundary 

water bodies to achieve DRR and climate change adaptation. They shared examples of how 

countries globally are building inter-institutional cooperation to better govern multi-sector and 

multi-hazard risks.  

Firstly, Armine Hayrapetyan presented the EFDRR Roadmap 2021-2030 as a key policy instrument, 

stipulating enhanced multi-level governance and transboundary cooperation. Secondly, Laszlo 

Balatonyi highlighted the EU Strategy for the Danube Region, the characteristics of the Danube 

River Basin and its Disaster Management Working Group. Thirdly, Bountieng Sanaxonh presented 

how climate change adaptation and DRR are integrated into planning and the development of the 

Lower Mekong Basin, notably into the Mekong Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and Action 

Plan. He drew particular attention to the Joint Project on Flood and Drought between Cambodia 

and Thailand. Lastly, Bob Alfa highlighted several challenges in mining and accidental water 

pollution as a result of increasing extreme weather events in the four Ghanian transboundary 

basins. He shared information on several transboundary and regional initiatives to address these 
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challenges, including the Joint Technical Committee for Integrated Water Resources 

Management and the Volta Basin Authority. 

Throughout their presentations and subsequent panel discussion, panellists and participants 

discussed how to integrate multi-hazard/multi-risk approaches in the management of disaster 

risks, aiming to reduce exposure and vulnerabilities, and adapt to climate change. The 

implementation of current legal and policy instruments was highlighted as supporting countries 

to achieve these goals. 

Throughout various discussions and interactive engagements, the speakers and participants 

concluded that a better understanding of risks, coherent policies, inclusive and collaborative 

governance, and multi-level cooperation between all stakeholders are central for DRR and climate 

change adaptation. 

More information is available in a UNECE press release which captures key quotes from the 

presenters: https://unece.org/climate-change/news/unece-and-partners-showcase-examples-

integrated-governance-climate-and  

 

Session outcomes: 

• Understanding of how multi-hazard/multi-risk approaches (natural water-related as well 

as technological hazards/risks and climate change) can be integrated into DRR strategies 

and governance structures, notably national platforms and transboundary basin 

organisations, has been improved. 

• Understanding of how river basin strategies can assist countries to better response to 

climate change in the context of water-related and technological hazards/risks, has been 

strengthened.  

• Examples on how policy-making and governance can be enhanced, supported by the 

implementation of international legal instruments, notably the Water and Industrial 

Accidents Conventions have been presented. 

• The subject of how the Sendai Framework and the European Forum for Disaster Risk 

Reduction (EFDRR) Roadmap 2021-2030 can inspire further actions to strengthen 

governance and risk management was discussed. 

• Challenges and good practices in countries developing transboundary cooperation 

mechanisms have been identified and presented. 

• Possible actions on strengthening governance and transboundary cooperation have been 

highlighted. 
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