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Thematic session

International
decision-making
on plastic pollution



“Scaling up the ocean action based on science and 
innovation for the implementation of Goal 14: 

stocktaking, partnerships and solutions”



During the first Ocean Conference that
took place in New York in 2017, Portugal
co-facilitated the negotiations on the
political declaration.

The co-facilitators held regular meetings
with civil society representatives who
were then invited to share their position
on the text.



Resolution 73/292

Resolution 73/292 the Conference shall have a multistakeholder nature, ie. (d)
Involve all relevant stakeholders, bringing together Governments, the United
Nations system, intergovernmental organizations, international financial
institutions, other interested international bodies, non-governmental
organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, the scientific
community, the private sector, philanthropic organizations and other actors to
assess challenges and opportunities, as well as actions taken towards the
implementation of Goal 14.



8 Interactive Dialogues

• Promoting and strengthening sustainable ocean-based economies, in
particular for SIDS and LDCs

• Managing, protecting, conserving and restoring marine and coastal
ecosystems

• Making fisheries sustainable and providing access for small-scale artisanal
fishers to marine resources and markets

• Minimizing and addressing ocean acidification, deoxygenation and ocean
warming



• Increasing scientific knowledge and developing research capacity and transfer
of marine technology

• Enhancing the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources
by implementing international law, as reflected in the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea

• Leveraging interlinkages between SDG 14 and other Goals towards the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

• Addressing Marine Pollution



Interactive dialogue “Addressing marine pollution”

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/ID1ProgrammeProv_0.pdf


Outcomes

Adoption by consensus of a concise political declaration; action-
oriented; focused on solutions; based on science and innovation, to
support the implementation of SDG 14.

A report with summaries prepared by the co-chairs of the Interactive
Dialogues.

Complemented by the submission of voluntary commitments towards
the implementation of SDG14.



Voluntary commitments



Conference

A total of 934 entities such as
Public Institutions, Business
Associations, Investment and
Asset Managers, Innovation and
Business Hubs, Foundations,
Scientific Research Centers,
Universities and other NGOs.

Type of Entity Number
Public Administration 11

Public Institutions 02

Business Associations 38

Financial Sector Companies 255

Cooperatives 6

Investment and Asset Managers 22

Innovation and Business Hubs 7

Foundations 75

Scientific Research Centers 74

Universities 73

International and regional organizations 43

Other NGOs 315

Total 934



Special events

• Localizing Action for the 
Ocean:

Local and Regional Governments  
June 25, Matosinhos

• Youth and Innovation Forum
June 25 and 26, Cascais

• High -level Symposium on 
Water

June 27, Lisbon

• Sustainable Blue Economy and 
Investment Forum

June 28, Cascais



Side events
16 side events dedicated to plastic pollution

Inside the Conference venue (Blue Zone): 7
Outside: 3
Virtual events: 6

29 June

30 June

Virtual event

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/draft_programme_side_events_unoc_2022_17062.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/obz_side_event_programme_1706.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/virtual_side_event_programme_1606.pdf


Blue Talks

https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/resources/updates/towards-the-un-ocean-conference-from-geneva-to-lisbon/


Triple nexus:
Ocean-Climate-

Biodiversity 

UN Biodiversity Conference

UN Climate Change Conference

UNEA 5.2

UN Ocean Conference
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Nairobi Group of Friends

Informal space for constructive dialogue
around the issue of plastic
pollution/marine litter between member
states, non-governmental organizations,
private sector and academia.

Goal: ensuring greater involvement of
stakeholders and raising public attention.



Challenges and best practices

Challenges
• COVID 19: postponement of the Conference and unpredictability
• Involving business and industry in the implementation of SDG 14

Best practices
• Multistakeholder approach across the process (drafting of concept 

notes, active participation in the formal event, special events and side 
events and contribution to all outcomes);

• Blue talks around the globe – collaborative spirit, raising awareness



Looking foward to seeing you in Lisbon!

helga.matos@mne.pt
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