
TRANSPORT STATISTICS

Transport SDGs in the UNECE 
Region
Alex Blackburn, UNECE
Working Party on Transport Statistics, 15-17 June 2022



2

SDG Measuring and Monitoring at UNECE

• UNECE SDG nexus Approach
• Recap: Global transport SDG indicators
• UNECE Transport SDG monitoring and Data Stories 
• Regional-specific indicators?
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SDG Measuring and Monitoring at UNECE

• Developing countries’ statistical capacities
• Defining methods and choosing indicators for the SDGs
• Data production for (e.g.) water, transport, forestry statistics
• Considering the SDGs in policy formulation (e.g. infrastructure 

planning, Environmental Performance Reviews).
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Flagship publication

• Challenges in measuring and monitoring the 
SDGS; Global, regional and national responses

• Conclusions and policy recommendations
• Name a lead agency for SDG coordination
• Improve NSO access to admin and non-

traditional data sources across 
government.

Publication has input from all ECE sub-
programmes. National responses and challenges 
come from NSO survey (+50 responses.)
https://unece.org/info/UNECE-and-the-
SDGs/pub/355192

https://unece.org/info/UNECE-and-the-SDGs/pub/355192


 In line with ITC strategy, WP.6 has a mandate to 
explore relationships between transport and other 
domains.
 Future meetings can explore energy efficiency, 

electric vehicle charging data, sustainable mobility 
in cities, etc.
 What “nexus” topics would you like to see discussed 

at WP.6?

Nexus Approach: How does this Relate to WP.6?
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Transport-Related SDGs
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• 3.6.1: halve the number of road fatalities by 2030
• 9.1.1: proportion of rural population with access to an all-season 

road
• 9.1.2: Passenger and freight volumes, by mode of transport
• 11.2.1: proportion of urban population with convenient public 

transport access

Global Transport-Related SDGs

UNECE is a partner agency for 
all transport indicators



Road Safety: SDG 3.6.1
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UNECE Road Safety Publication

9https://unece.org/transport/publications/2021-statistics-road-traffic-accidents-europe-and-north-
america

https://unece.org/transport/publications/2021-statistics-road-traffic-accidents-europe-and-north-america


Modal Split: SDG 9.1.2
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 Passenger modal split useful as a check on “building 
back better” (or not) post-COVID. 
 Challenge: often missing car passenger-km

 Freight: split between road, rail and IWW useful for 
tracking transport decarbonization. 

SDG 9.1.2: Modal split
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Public transport: SDG 11.2.1
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 Public transport access is 
measured through distance 
and service levels. But PT 
use is a supporting 
indicator.



Public transport: SDG 11.2.1
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 Tram and metro statistics now covering 142 
cities/regions and 29 countries.
 Quarterly Data (available for many countries) are 

useful indicator of “returning to normal” commuting 
post-COVID19 (also interesting to compare metro 
versus bus).
 Data collection: simple questionnaire (but directly from 

APIs for some countries) 
https://unece.org/tram-and-metro-data

https://unece.org/tram-and-metro-data


Public transport: SDG 11.2.1
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https://stats.unece.org/infocard/
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SDG Dissemination

https://stats.unece.org/infocard/


Road Safety Dissemination: A Data 
Story Approach
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Regional Specific Indicators
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• In addition to global indicators, regions + countries may 
choose further indicators that reflect their circumstances:

• When data are reasonably available
• Indicator should have a clear interpretation.

• We can endorse ECE-specific indicators that are 
appropriate to measure sustainable inland transport in 
our region.

• What could they be?



Regional Specific Indicators

18

• Eurostat approach: CO2 of new registration of cars. 
What else should we cover?



Regional Specific Indicators: Social Dimension?
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Social dimension can 
be difficult to 
interpret.
What could we get 
from travel surveys?

Transport Consumption Expenditure by income quintile

Source: Eurostat hbs_str_t223 tables



Regional Indicators: vehicle weight as a 
driver of CO2

Source: Eurostat road_eqs_unlweig and sdg_12_30 tables



Region Indicators: vehicle weight

Source: common questionnaire



 Walking and cycling (simple activity levels)?
 Transport access/poverty/affordability?
Gender splits?
What does your country use to measure 

“sustainable transport”?

Further indicators
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 UNECE will explore data stories (rather than long reports) on 
transport-relevant SDG indicators for our region.

 Data availability does not need to be perfect, but should cover the 
diversity of our region.

 Links to national travel survey data sources (time series?) would 
be helpful. 

 More international work on transport indicators is always possible. 
What does your country want to explore?

Future
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