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Green PPPs in Latin America and the Caribbean



Why is there a need for strengthening Green PPPs in Latin America?

• In Latin America, the mobility of people and freight demands a large amount of energy and 
releases (between 38% and 46% of CO2 emissions).

• In Latin America and the Caribbean has experienced historical records and growing 
frequency of disasters, especially hydrological (floods and droughts).

• In the Americas, the road traffic mortality rate is 15.6 per 100,000 population.
• The Latin Caribbean and Andean subregions accounted in 2016 the highest rates, 21.1 and 

20.9 deaths per 100,000 population, respectively.
• Latin America registers one of the lowest rates of investment in transport. East Asia and the 

Pacific has the highest value (2.2% of GDP) while Latin America and the Caribbean along 
with Middle East and North Africa the lowest (0,6% and 0,5% of GDP, respectively  in 
average between 2010-2019. 

• From 2008 to 2019, approximately 77% of transportation investments in Latin America 
were intended for road infrastructure. On average, the stock of infrastructure (2012) in the 
region is low compared to many developed and developing countries.



Long history of UN-ECLAC about “green” matters: Progress towards the 
sustainability of infrastructure and its services depends on several factors: 

• Negative social and environmental externalities such as 
accidents, congestion, noise, pollution, impacts on ecosystems 
and biodiversity, etc.

• Modal shift, synchromodality and electromobility.
• Legal and regulatory frameworks: contracts (cost overrun and 

delays).
• Financial (PPPs and financial instruments).
• Integrated and sustainable policies, long term planning and 

investment sustainability.



Inland water navigation make it possible to conserve ecosystems, build 
fewer roads and consume less fossil fuels

The proposal of a general framework 
for inland waterways classification 
in South America

Electric-powered mobility by river
Seeking sustainable solutions to mobility 
in remote areas of Amazonia

PPP and incomplete contracts



Airships in the Caribbean and the Amazon

Objective: enhancing connectivity and accessibility, 
integration and humanitarian aid

Ferries in the Caribbean

Objective: to improve connectivity, due to the 
impossibility of moving by land



Some final thoughts

• New forms of mobility make it possible to preserve ecosystems 
and to reduce the dependence on the growing demand for 
mobility that requires roads and fossil fuels.

• Green PPPs offer new ways of governing, involving participatory 
management through multi-stakeholder alliances, as an 
alternative to the traditional governance paradigm.

• Therefore, the information is available to all stakeholders 
(transparency).

• Communities have shown high interest in adopting and 
maintaining the new transportation systems.
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¡Muchas gracias!
Thanks a lot!
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