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Guiding Principles

• Transparency

• Timely and effective communications

• Promote and enhance understanding of the economy

• Engage stakeholders, solicit feedback

• Mitigate surprises
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Quarterly GDP Estimates

• Three consecutive estimates published 30, 60, and 90 days 
after the reference quarter.

• Key communication features include:
– News release with data tables
– Technical note
– Release highlights
– Key source data and assumptions
– Special tables, as needed
– Survey of Current Business article
– Historical comparisons document
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Key Source Data Table
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Effects of Selected Federal Pandemic Response 
Programs on Personal Income
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Annual Updates

• Plans for annual update published several months in advance 
of scheduled release

• Publish articles, blogs and advisories prior to release describing 
notable forthcoming changes in methodology

• Outreach to stakeholders

• Webpage established for communicating information about the 
annual update (ww.bea.gov/information-updates-national-
economic-accounts)
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https://www.bea.gov/information-updates-national-economic-accounts


Annual Updates

• Conduct separate briefings with embargoed materials for 
media and statistical agency heads

• Annotated tables presenting major sources of revision

• Survey of Current Business article published after the release 
presents salient details
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Annual Updates
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Revision Decomposition: Comprehensive Updates
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Additional Communication Materials

• NIPA Handbook: Concepts and Methods of the U.S. National Income and 
Product Accounts

• FAQs and Blogs

• Papers (e.g., “COVID-19 Pandemic: Federal Recovery Legislation and the 
NIPAs”)

• Survey of Current Business articles

• Social media, videos, and infographics

• Subject matter experts, media and customer service representatives  
contact information available on website
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