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Fifth Montevideo 
Programme for the 
Development and 
Periodic Review of 
Environmental Law

2020-2030

Intergovernmental process runs since 1982

Guides efforts of the international 
community in developing environmental law 
that transforms science-based policies into 
action-oriented rules and standards of 
conduct

Agreed every 10 years by the UN 
Environment Assembly

Scope and focus change every 10 years 
(chemicals, biodiversity, interrelationship 
with other fields such as trade, military 
action, security, or human rights, 
effectiveness of environmental law, etc.)

Gave start to some of the MEAs, such as 
Basel and Rotterdam Conventions

Capacity building, support to the 
development of national legislation, 
development of model legislation, capacity 
building for legal professionals
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• Secretariat – UNEP
• National Focal Points – Officials of ministries of 

Environment or Foreign Affairs
• Global Meeting of NFPs – 1st – virtual  - June 

2021 – guides the work under MP
• Steering Committee – elected by the global 

meeting. Guides secretariat work between Global 
meetings

Next Global Meeting – June 2022: determining 
priorities for the implementation in the next years

Are there key asks / messages the judiciary from this 
region would like us to flag to the Global meeting on 
the priority issues/areas for the implementation of the 
Montevideo in the next few years?
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The 1st Global 
Environmental 
Rule of Law 
Report (UNEP, 
2019)

Examines global trends and country 
measures against core elements of 
environmental rule of law, including 
institutions, civic engagement, rights, and 
justice. 

Despite a dramatic 38-fold growth in 
environmental laws and agencies since 
1972, failure to fully implement and enforce 
these laws remains one of the greatest 
challenges to mitigating climate change, 
reducing pollution and preventing 
widespread species and habitat loss.

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/
20.500.11822/27382/ERL_ch5.pdf?sequenc
e=1&isAllowed=y
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The 1st EROL 
Report (2019) 
– some of the 
findings on 
Justice

• Standing: vast improvement across the world over 20 
years: 130 countries with some form of standing in 
environmental cases
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The 1st EROL Report (2019) –
some of the findings on 
Justice

• When courts, tribunals, commissions, or other bodies adjudicate an 
environmental case, it is critical that the proceedings be conducted 
by capable and impartial adjudicators using efficient procedures 
that result in reasoned and transparent decisions

• Due to the complexity and technical nature of many environmental 
matters, it is particularly important that judges be knowledgeable 
and competent regarding environmental law

• Specialized judiciary is still a challenge, especially in smaller 
jurisdictions. But some trend to establish environmental tribunals –
allows broader access to courts and more efficient adjudication

• Investing in environmental education for the bar and judiciary is 
critical so they can effectively handle complex, often unfamiliar 
environmental claims and disputes 10



850+ new environmental courts and tribunals 
including 37 in France and hundreds in China have 
been established

More being planned in various legal systems

Most have adopted Information Technology 
procedure across their processes (mainly due to  
COVID-19) which  has increased access to justice 
and efficiency, and reduced costs and backlogs, 
and will be continued in the post-pandemic world.

Some countries are moving towards establishing 
green benches within general courts as an 
alternative to specialized environmental courts and 
tribunals

Merging several tribunals and institutions is yet 
another emerging trend (e.g. Ontario Accelerating 
Access to Justice Act 2021 merged a five-tribunal 
cluster into a single Ontario Land Tribunal).

The increase of environmental courts and tribunals 
has led to a rise in focused training for 
environmental decision makers including judges

• Inadequate capacity to enforce environmental 
legislation which in turn reduces public trust 
and interest in environmental litigation

• Limited Information technology infrastructure 
in developing countries. This then limits access 
to justice especially during the period of the 
pandemic

• Non-prioritization of environmental courts and 
tribunal issues. In many countries, 
environmental courts and tribunals are 
competing for priority with other special 
interests such as economic interests. 
Consequently, less attention is given to 
environmental cases and to the training of 
judges in environmental matters, resulting in 
the marginalization of environmental issues.

• Lack of government and stakeholder support. 
This manifests in insufficient budget, 
infrastructure, human resources and security of 
judicial officers.
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2022 Environmental Courts and Tribunals Report (mid-May)



informea.org
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Introductory Course on Climate Rights Litigation

Lesson 1: Sources and Substance of Climate Rights
Lesson 2: Litigation’s Role in Protecting Climate Rights
Lesson 3: Challenging Ambition, Existence, and Implementation of 
National Mitigation and Adaptation Targets
Lesson 4: Challenging Specific Policies or Projects
Lesson 5: Cases in International Fora
Lesson 6: Cases Addressing the Rights of Persons, Groups, and Peoples 
in Vulnerable Situations



• Produced by UNEP and 
Sabin Center with 
inputs from ADB

• Based on UNEP/Sabin 
and ADB Climate 
Litigation Reports

• Available from Judicial 
Portal or InforMEA E-
learning pages









Thank you

www.unep.org
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