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Governance aspects of transboundary water cooperation
based on the results of the SDG indicator 6.5.2
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ﬁ CLEAN WATER

wil SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water

and sanitation for all.

cooperation as appropriate.

The first UN-negotiated text since

Agenda 21 with a reference to

Target 6.5: By 2030, implement integrated
water resources management at all levels,
including through transboundary

transboundary water cooperation

Indicator 6.5.2 Proportion
of transboundary basin
area with an operational
arrangement for water
cooperation
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* Most of the world’s water resources are shared => cooperation required.
* The only SDG indicator on transboundary cooperation => important for other natural resources



Results of the 2"d reporting in 2020 on SDG 6.5.2

Indicator 6.5.2: Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation

High level of engagement

=>In 2020: 129 out of 153 countries submitted reports ) ) ) )
(all Parties to Water Convention responded) SDG Indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received during the 2" exercise

Not on track

= Only 24 countries report all transboundary surface waters
and groundwaters covered by operational arrangements
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= Only additional 22 countries with more than 70% of their Value of SDG indicator 6.5.2 .
. -

waters covered by operational arrangement o oo -
Il 50-70% P
= Progress must be accelerated to ensure that all B 50-50% -
transboundary basins are covered by operational 10-30%

0-10%

Final indicator value not available
[ No response received

Indicator not applicable

arrangements by 2030
= Insufficient knowledge on groundwater systems
Positive impact

= Reporting triggered follow-up actions
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Results of the 2" reporting in 2020 on SDG6.5.2
UNECE region

* 49 out of 52 countries sharing water resources responded
* Region with the highest responses rates in 2017 and 2020
* 4 additional countries, that did not respond in 2017, responded in 2020

. gglcountries with all transboundary waters covered by operational arrangements, vs 14 countries in
7

* Increased responses rate & Increased quality of the responses — more information provided on aquifers
* Some countries improved their cooperation

Breakdown of the 52 UNECE countries sharing waters SDG indicator 6.5.2 values

paterscomporert | I ;o
River and lake basins
component

0 10 20 30 40 50

W Very high 50-100% High 70-90% m Medium high 50-70% Medium low 30-50% W low 10-30% W Very low 0-10% Indicator value not available No response received ! Not relevant
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Results of the 2"? reporting -
in 2020 on SDG 6.5.2 i = . :
Finland  ———————————————————

100

UNECE region (continued) Pl e e e e e e e e e e
* 2" reporting — Indicator 6.5.2 value available for ... ————————————————
45 countries of the region (transboundary river &  wereese ——————————————r——————————u
lake basins and aquifers), o
* 46 countries provided accurate data for transboundary OTani . s e e —— 0
river & lake basins, and el ————— e e e e e e
* 45 countries for transboundary aquifers B e S Sy
* Reporting enhanced through Bl s s e e s e s e e P
e Stronger interaction with custodian agencies (advice, R |
guestions, draft reports) Stovakia |
* High quality of reports e S S s S
 Coordination with riparians Monteneire. |mm—{—r————— oy
* Inclusion of aquifers: challenging but promising ; 3';532 B e e e o —
 Significant impact of Water Convention in the potene =E
region . o NN
* Average value of the SDG indicator 6.5.2 for Parties: I 1 | z .
80% (global average: 58%) e i . :
* 19 of 24 countries with 100% value: Parties Andorrs e a3s | g o
rited Kimgdom | o g 5



Benefits of transboundary water cooperation

Multiple benefits of Main achievements in cooperating on
cooperation transboundary waters — UNECE region

iInclude peace, regional
Integration, sustainable @
development and
environmental protection

improved water management

enhanced regional cooperation, i.e. beyond water

adoption of cooperative arrangements

adoption of joint plans and programmes

Main challenges in cooperating on transboundary
WaterS - UNECE reg|0n Number of countries responding “yes”

long-lasting and sustained cooperation

financial support for joint activities

differences between nat. admin. and legal frameworks 27

stronger political will for transboundary water cooperation

lack of relevant data and information | D R -
difficulties in data and information exchange [ N N 2o
sectoral fragmentation at the national level | N QN I 1+

better knowledge and understanding

dispute avoidance

language barrier [JJj 1

resource constraints | NN 22
environmental pressures | 16
sovereignty concerns [ NGGGGIN 7

stakeholder engagement

Number of countries responding “yes”



Key areas to accelerate pro FESS

Building political will Many positive
addressing structural barriers and finding innovative financing ot examples in UNECE
mechanisms is needed to address current financing shortfalls "' region:

* Negotiating new

Leveraging and mobilizing expertise arrangeme nts
‘ There is a need to upscale and . ..
U | coordinate the activities of Strengthen * Ma k| Ng existl Ng
Psca_ e international organizations f By legal non—operational
I
capacity tEBOVIe LafOetel Y ‘f frameworks arrangements
I deve|0pment support to countries Y .
] The water conventions and operatlonal
the draft articles on .
I Capactiy building is Address Data Gaps R —— * Improving the
I important for negotiating and There has been offer a solid basis upon tra nsbou nda ry
Implementing operational SATATISE SOTMINLY SRS which to revise or negotiate knowledge base
in the monitoring exercise, but d .
arrangements data remains a challenge, new arrangements ° Extend|ng
particularly for transboundary coope ration to
- aquifers and countries with no grou ndwater

SDG indicator value
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UMECE

Thank you

Guide to reporting under the Water Convention
and as a contribution to 530G indicator 6,52

UNECE:
wWWWw.unece.org/water/transboundary water cooperation
reporting.html
UNESCO: https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-
security/hydrology
Prog\lﬁsts C-)ETra- Progress on
- o ,a.,,e E Transboundary Wa.ter
UN-WATER SDG6 monitoring:

www.sdgbmonitoring.org/indicator-652

UN-WATER SDG6 data portal:
www.sdg6data.org/indicator/6.5.2
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http://www.unece.org/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting.html
https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/hydrology
http://www.sdg6monitoring.org/indicator-652
http://www.sdg6data.org/indicator/6.5.2
https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-transboundary-water-cooperation-652/
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