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Introduction

Issues and challenges regarding gender and As gender malnstreaml ng is increasingly

transport have been discussed and researched  be Dommg an imper; fac us within the United
for decades. Despite this, there has only been  Mations system, t; k ing gre: action on these
gradual progress regarding safety, ease of marters in the Transp rL Health  and

. . access, participation in decision making Environment Pan-European Programme (THE
- I e n n a eC a rat I O n processes and several other issues regalding PEP) is fundamental. Moreover, there h ve been
gender and transport. Additionally, the transport  few discussions which combine the transport,
and mobility sector is a male d edfield nd  he: Ih nd envlronmem | aspects f gender
there is a lack of women under e ucation  mainstreaming nsport and mobility, whichis
in science, technology, engineering and ake yg p that THEPEF‘ ould seek to fill.
mathematics (STEM) disciplines,’ w I1 ich provide

- 19t Session of the Steering
Committee and the Workplan for
2021-2025

an entry point to careers in the sector, as well a:
other subjects that commonly lead to careers in
the sector. As such, the sector lacks a diversity
of perspectives, knowledge and thinking, which
has contributed to the challenges faced today.

THE PEP ...
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Why is it important for THE PEP?
- Transport is not gender neutral.
- Male thinking and perspectives dominate society.

Deeply ingrained societal perspectives on gender have implications on women's
travel and employment in the transport and mobility sector.
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Women as users of
transport and mobility
services

Health Aspects
- Security and safety
- Air pollution
- Cycling

THE PEP

Environmental Aspects

- 'Agents of change'

- Analysing environmental
benefits through a gender
lens

Transport, Health
and Environment
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Social/Economic Aspects
- Empowering vs Limiting
- Time poverty
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Gender roles/
discrimination/stereotypes

Women as jobholders | Childhood

Lack of role models and

in the transport and wanenlbdadion e 1OV SCCIORE
mobility industry

Entering the workforce Education
Lack of relevant Skills and interests

qualifications Subject choice
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What are we facing?

More people affected in the future
The reported number of people
exposed to harmful traffic noise levels
has not shown a significant drop or
increase since 2012. However,
estimations before the COVID-19
pandemic show that the population
exposed to environmental noise is
projected to increase because of
future urban growth and an increased
demand for mobility. Outlooks for
2030 predict, for example, an increase
in the number of people affected by
road traffic noise during the day-
evening-night of another 7.8% in
urban areas and 16.4% in areas

near major roads in the EU (27).
Implementing WHO noise guidelines
would not only prevent the situation
getting worse, but could also help to
reduce the negative health impacts
from traffic noise.

Noise limits do not meet WHO
guidelines

For EU Member States, the major
legislation concerning environmental
noise is the Environmental Noise
Directive (END), which sets some
reporting thresholds. Those are

not legal limits, but countries are
obliged to submit data on population

(31)

Disaggregated Data

exposed above these thresholds
and to develop action plans. The
situation on national noise limits
across the WHO European Region is
not homogeneous. Most, if not all,
national noise limits are above the
WHO guidelines (27, 28).

Lack of sufficient and useful data
Health impact assessments show
that traffic noise is one of the major
environmental concerns in the UNECE
and WHO European region, but data
on traffic noise is incomplete.

Data for noise is available for the

33 countries covered by EEA studies,
butis incomplete, and data for the
other 23 countries of the WHO
European Region is lacking. Although
some progress has been made on
the reporting of noise mapping by
countries, more than 30% of data
required is still not available after the
2017 END legal reporting deadline
(27). For proper health impact estima-
tions, we need valid data on exposure
for the whole of the region and at
exposure ranges in accordance with
the WHO guidelines.

Monitoring and evaluation need
attention

Only a limited number of transport
interventions have evaluated health
outcomes in relation to changes in
noise levels. Most often, the noise
management/control literature of
interventions reports a change in noise
emissions or in noise levels; the actual
impact on health remains unknown.
Under the END, countries are obliged
to assemble action plans, but there

is no follow-up or obligation to
monitor whether the action plans are
implemented or the measures are
successful. In terms of reporting on
naise action plans, significant delays
and poor quality suggest that countries
may not have taken the necessary
steps to address noise pollution (27).

Policy objectives not yet

achieved

Policy objectives on environmental
noise have not yet been achieved:

the number of people exposed to
high levels of noise has not decreased,
and millions of people remain exposed
to noise levels harmful to health.
Therefore, the objective of the

7* Environment Action Programme of
the EU, of significantly reducing noise

Context | Summary

pollution in the EU and moving closer
to the WHO recommended levels by
2020, has not been achieved. Countries
are undertaking a variety of actions

to reduce and manage environmental
noise, but as yet it is difficult to evaluate
their benefits in terms of positive
health outcomes (27).

That raises the question of whether
there should be an overarching health
objective on traffic noise for the whole
UNECE and WHO European region,

to be achieved in the next years. To
protect the health of the pan-European
population, better implementation

of an approach similar to END, or even
more stringent regulations, is needed
- with a focus on road traffic noise as
a cause of major health impacts.

™
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What are we facing?

The SDG target to halve road traffic
deaths and injuries by 2020 is not
yet in sight

In August 2020, the United Nations
General Assembly, recognizing the lack
of progress towards the original 2020
target, adopted a new resolution,
extending the objective of SDG 3.6 of

a 50% reduction in road traffic deaths
and injuries until 2030.

Road traffic injuries do not affect
everyone equally

Road traffic injuries and related
deaths are a major public health risk,
unevenly distributed ameng and
within countries in the UNECE and
WHO European region. Income, age
and sex affect road traffic death rates.
Despite decreasing trends, significant
inequalities by age and sex persist.
Systematic equity-sensitive monitoring
and reporting of road traffic deaths
and injuries is needed from all
countries in order to allow a more
accurate assessment of inequalities.
Average mortality rates in low- and
middle-income countries are more
than twice as high as those in high-
income countries; the rate decreased
in most EU countries during 1999-

2001 and 2011-2013, but it has
increased in many eastern European
countries (45).

Men get killed and injured mare often
than women in all UNECE Member
States (41, 47).The number of car
drivers and passengers killed and
injured in road traffic, is declining over
time (41, 48). In contrast, the number
of pedestrians killed or injured is not
declining. The number of young
people killed in road traffic crashes
has strongly dedlined since 2010, but
worldwide, road traffic continues to be
the number one killer of children and
youngsters (47, 48). Senior citizens

are increasingly at risk from road
traffic (48).

More harmonized data needed

The data availability in the EU for road
traffic deaths is good, which is linked
to EU policy development over the
years requiring monitoring dataat
subnational level. However, this is not
the case for the whole UNECE and
WHO European region. Also, there are
major gaps in injury data, and no
standardization of injury definitions
across the region.

« Traffic noise

While almost all countries report the
totals of deaths and injured persons,
not all countries report the full
disaggregation of these data into the
detailed categories, such as type of
road user, age and gender of victim,
road conditions, time of day and year,
and type of accident. It is important
that countries provide the widest
possible disaggregation of data

in line with international reporting.

Explaining road safety trends, seen
in the figures for road deaths by
user group, requires exposure data.
Looking at vulnerable road users
(pedestrians, bicycle and motorcycle
users), far example, exposure data
would include the number of trips or

distance travelled on foot or by bicycle.

The emergence of new modes of
transport such as e-scooters must also
be considered.

Lack of data limits analysis and
effective policy-making

Changes in exposure as a result of
decreasing activity, for instance fewer
pedestrians taking a walk, may explain
a reduction in road deaths rather than
a reduction in risk. This may be the

ysical (in)activit

«Road safety | Context | Summary

case, for example, for young pedes-
trians. Data from several countries
indicate that young peaple walk less
than previous generations.

Inadequate disaggregation of data can
limit analysis, particularly in relation to
emerging modes of transport. The lack
of standardized exposure data hinders
more in-depth analysis of trends
across countries.
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Key Challenges Highlighted
Road transport y 9¢s TIgT9

facts and figures

How healthy and environmentally friendly
is our transport today?

- Lack of data covering the whole pan-
European region

- Lack of comparable/harmonized data

The lack of data limits analysis and effective
policy-making
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Disaggregated Data: Case Studies

Gender Equality in Transport in Serbia

- Men drive cars on 40% of their trips vs 16% of women

Gender Equality
in Transport in Serbia

- 71% of adult men own a driving license vs 35% of adult
women

Project ID: P108005

Qualitative survey results:

Reviewed version submitted by

“From a young age, we behave as if boys are predestined
to drive cars”
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Disaggregated Data: Case Studies

Gender Equality in Transport in Serbia

Final Report — Key findings

Gender Equality
in Transport in Serbia

S W : f public t tis higher th ;
omen's use of public transport is higher than men L GETS

however, the availability of public transport is limited in
many parts of Serbia.

Project ID: P108005

- In Subotica and Krusevac, waiting times sometimes exceed
1.5 hours at bus stations according to focus group
discussions.

- Subsidy programmes for electric and hybrid cards and
Investments into the public transport system.
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Disaggregated Data: Case Studies

H2020 Diamond Project: Bike Sharing Services
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Figure 5. The ratio of female users over the overall users’ number of the selected docking stations.

RN IS
Transport, Health U=\ 75N, World Health
I H E P E P and Environment gj U N ECE ""f’ Organization
Pan-European Programme S0 ey

RecioNAL oFrice For EU rope




Disaggregated Data: Case Studies

H2020 Diamond Project: Bike Sharing Services

Barriers and Considerations for women's participation in bike-sharing

Accessibility and Spontaneity

Safety & Security

Social Constraints

Weather and Topography

Over 40% of docking stations had negative features related to safe environment and perceived personal
safety

No bikes were reported to have a child seat to be able to cycle with children
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Key Takeaways

The case studies are rare situations.

Gender mainstreaming and collecting sex-disaggregated data to inform policies can
have a positive environmental, social and economic impact.

Collecting quantitative data on specific characteristics alongside qualitative data
and insights.
Analysing sex-disaggregated data through a gender lens:

- Conclusions

- Responses

- Solutions
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Many thanks for your attention

Amy Choi, UNECE Consultant
amy.choi@un.org
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