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Standing Working Group on Ageing (SWGA)

• Supporting member States in the realization of the principles of MIPAA/RIS and 2030 Agenda  
• Providing guidance for mainstreaming ageing in national policy and regulatory frameworks
• Enhancing member States’ capacity for evidence-based policymaking and monitoring
• Supporting the national/regional follow-up on MIPAA/RIS and ensuring synergies with other relevant 

global programmes (e.g. ICPD, Beijing Platform for Action, 2030 Agenda, UN Decade of Healthy 
Ageing)

Objective:

Achieved through:

To strengthen policymaking by member States to adapt to population ageing and other demographic 
changes and enable the full realization of the individual and societal potential of living longer.

SWGA is grounded in international cooperation, exchange of experience
& in-depth policy discussion on ageing and intergenerational relations 



• ivid-19
4th review and appraisal of MIPAA/RIS

Highlights 2021:

Resources 
Webpage MIPAA+20:
resolutions, national 
reporting guidelines, 
guidance notes, etc.

 Support to national review processes
 Preparation for the Ministerial Conference on Ageing

Rome, 15 - 17 June 2022
(Conference content, draft ministerial declaration)

Capacity-building 
3 online workshops
(April-June 2021) 
to support preparation of 
national reports

Bureau leadership 
3 quarterly meetings 
(March, June, October)  
- on Conference content
- drafting the ministerial 
declaration

SWGA members
- MC title/content approved
- Draft declaration agreed 
for formal consultation
- 27 national reports 
submitted by the end-2021 



Focus on:
 need to enhance digital skills and literacy & need to ensure access to services 

that increasingly move online
 protection of dignity & human rights in digital environment
 innovative solutions and practices championed by communities, 

businesses, civil society organizations and older persons themselves

Highlights 2021: 

Policy Brief #26 ‘Ageing in digital era’- background for policy discussion

24 November 2021, Geneva & online
Experience exchange and peer learning
Presentations by Austria, Canada, Germany, Republic of Moldova, 
Serbia, Slovenia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the United States

Policy seminar on Ageing in digital era 



 Guidelines for Mainstreaming ageing:
– published in March 2021
– launched at OEWG-A /New York (29 March -1 April 2021)
– development of National Strategic Frameworks is encouraged 

by the EU Council Conclusions on Mainstreaming Ageing 
in Public Policies (12 March 2021)

 A toolkit on "Getting started“ issued in 2021: 

– explaining the concept & building political commitment
– stakeholder analysis & meaningful participation

Highlights 2021: 
Guidelines and a toolkit for mainstreaming ageing 

1st workshop: Getting started with mainstreaming ageing - 10 November 



A sustainable world for all ages: Joining forces for solidarity and equal opportunities 
throughout life

Thematic panels: experts, ministers, civil society & other stakeholders 
 Promoting active and healthy ageing throughout life
 Ensuring access to long-term care, and support to families and caregivers
 Mainstreaming ageing to advance a society for all ages

High-level panel discussion: ministers, UNECE & EC executives, NGOs
Joining forces for solidarity and equal opportunities throughout life: building forward on 
lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic 

Ministerial roundtables on key themes of the conference

Completion of the 4th regional MIPAA review
UNECE Ministerial Conference, Rome, 16-17 June 2022 

Joint Forum of Civil Society and Scientific Research, 15 June 2022 



Preparations & follow-up:
Background documents:
 Annotated Agenda of the Conference – April 2022
 Regional Synthesis on national reports & statistical annex – April 2022
 MIPAA/RIS+20 report – May 2022

Conference programme & declaration 
 Final negotiated draft of ministerial declaration – May 2022
 Confirmed speakers, key interventions for ministerial roundtables – May 2022

Follow-up to the Conference:
 Proceedings of the Conference
 Outline for the SWGA programme of work for 

2023-2027  (5th cycle of MIPAA/RIS)     

Completion of the 4th regional MIPAA review
UNECE Ministerial Conference, Rome, 16-17 June 2022 



Other major activities in 2022 

Policy seminar on ageing
 23 November 2022
Policy briefs on ageing
 Policy Brief 27: “Mainstreaming ageing - revisited” 
 Policy Brief 28: “Joining forces for solidarity and equal opportunities throughout life” 
Operationalizing the Guidelines for Mainstreaming Ageing
 Development of additional tools for stages 2–5 of the Guidelines

Capacity-building
 10-year evaluation of the Road map for mainstreaming ageing in the 

Republic of Moldova (March-June 2022)
 Training workshops on mainstreaming ageing 

 UNFPA, WHO, UNECE, OHCHR and HelpAge International - Joint 
programme on Ageing: Building forward better in light of COVID-19



Supporting the SWGA work programme

SWGA secretariat - regular budget resources 2022 
 P5 - Chief of Unit, P2 - Associate Population Affairs Officer & G6 Programme Assistant

(January-August 2021 - P2 vacant due to recruitment freeze)

Technical cooperation - ‘Ageing – phase III’ fund 
 Between December 2019 - March 2021, contributions from Austria, Estonia, Germany, Norway, 

Portugal and Switzerland amounted to USD 475,000
 In November 2021 - January 2022, additional contributions received from Estonia (USD 3,370), 

Germany (USD 112,600) and Switzerland (USD 21,800) 

UNECE Regular Programme for Technical Cooperation
 In 2022, allotment of USD 40,000 

Thanks to all member States, NGOs and partner organizations for active 
involvement in SWGA, and their in-kind & financial support



EXCOM is invited to:

 Approve the programme of work of the Population 
component of the subprogramme on Housing, Land 
Management and Population for 2022 as contained in 
the document ECE/WG.1/2021/5. 

Issues for EXCOM decisions 
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