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• Science for evidence based policy making
• Integration of environmental and economic policy
• Development of global knowledge base on material use 

(territorial/production and final demand base)
• Co-development of policy ambition and data availability
• Providing data and indicators for the Sustainable Development 

Goals and the SEEA Data Initiative

A Decade of Developing the Global Material Flow 
Knowledge Base, UNEP and partners



2013

Policy report and 
peer-review

Translation to 
Spanish
‘Tendencias del 
flujo materiales 
y productividad 
de recursos en 
América Latina’



Towards the SDGs

UNEP Discussion Papers
Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) Targets and Indicators and the SDGs, 2014
IISD and CSIRO
Sustainable Consumption and Production Indicators for the Future SDGs, March 2015
IISD, CSIRO, and UNEP

2014



2015



2016



2016

www.resourcepanel.org/global-material-flows-database



scp-hat.lifecycleinitiative.org

2019



2019

Trends 1970-2017

Outlook to 2060

Economic and Policy 
Implications

Environmental 
impacts of material 
use



2021

Based on EUROSTAT 
and OECD guidance

Adapted for global 
application

Improved methods 
and modular 
approach



2022



• Online Training Materials and Capacity Building for NSOs for Economy-
Wide Material Flow Accounts (UNEP Nairobi)

• Next update of the Global Material Flow and Resource Productivity 
Database and Scenarios for Global Resources Outlook 2023 (UNEP IRP)

• Building a Global Footprint Facility (UNEP Nairobi)
• Consolidating and institutionalising the knowledge base
• Contribution to several policy agendas – resource conservation, circular 

economy, GHG abatement (IPCC), Biodiversity Conservation and 
Ecosystem Health (IPBES)

Ongoing work 
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