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Industrial Accidents Convention:
Article 14 on Research and development
• The Parties shall, as appropriate, initiate and 

cooperate in the conduct of research into, and in 
the development of methods and technologies 
for the prevention of, preparedness for and 
response to industrial accidents. 

• The Parties shall encourage and actively 
promote scientific and technological cooperation, 
including research into less hazardous 
processes aimed at limiting accident hazards 
and preventing and limiting the consequences of 
industrial accidents. 



Importance of implementing Article 14
• The accident risk assessment involves a set of scientific 

and technical methods to study the risks of potential 
accidents and their consequences, including the 
identification of hazards, a determination of their potential 
severity and the development of measures to reduce such 
risks.

• Cooperation in the sphere of industrial safety at 
hazardous production sites is a key element for success 
in the implementation of cross border cooperation and 
harmonization of different practices related to the 
implementation of the Convention.



9th report on implementation:
Key findings of the WGI

• Some countries indicated that they had 
no bilateral or multilateral 
activities/programmes for exchange of 
information, experiences and/or 
technology or that they had not 
enhanced institutional cooperation with 
other departments responsible for 
managing aspects related to disaster 
risk reduction.

• Many countries mentioned a variety of 
examples for cooperation through 
bilateral and/or multilateral 
programmes and concrete projects to 
exchange information, experience and 
technology. 



9th report on implementation:
Key recommendations of the WGI

• WGI “Recommends that Parties, committed countries 
and other reporting countries that have not done so 
increase their efforts to establish bilateral and multilateral 
agreements, as appropriate, especially between 
countries sharing the same river basin or border and 
among different regional economic integration 
organizations, as a basis for effective prevention of, 
preparedness for and response to industrial accidents 
with transboundary effects” (para. 20)



Decision 200/2: Strengthening the 
implementation of the Convention  

• Recommends that Parties, committed 
countries and other reporting countries 
that have not done so increase their 
efforts to establish bilateral and 
multilateral agreements, as 
appropriate, especially between 
countries sharing the same river basin 
or border and among different regional 
economic integration organizations, as 
a basis for effective prevention, 
preparedness for and response to 
industrial accidents with transboundary 
effects;



How to implement Article 14, the related WGI 
recommendations and Decision 2020/2?

• Czechia, Romania and Azerbaijan will demonstrate good 
practices in implementing Article 14 in their 
presentations in this session; additional Good Practices 
exist too (next slide).

• The table of good practices on the UNECE website 
provides many very good examples, including with 
transboundary aspects.



Other relevant good practices (reported) 
Netherlands The dutch Programme Safety Delta Netherlands, in which 

competent authorities, industry and science institutions 
cooperate to improve safety in the chemical industry with 
the aim to become by 2030 the world’s safest 
chemical industry

EU The EU IMPEL seminars on lessons learnt from industrial
accidents. Since 1999, a number of seminars on lessons learnt 
have been held in order to ease the dissemination and 
exchange of information between inspecting bodies of the 
Member States. 

Sweden Reported an annual (Seveso) conference for operators and 
authorities, which included opportunities for information 
exchange about preparedness and response and sometimes 
representatives from neighbouring countries
Held regularly meetings with Norway and Finland to discuss 
differences in regulations and to exchange information
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