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• Parties shall prepare:
– On-site contingency plans for hazardous 

activities, incl. to prevent and minimize 
transboundary effects; elements shall be 
shared with other Parties concerned

– Off-site contingency plans for hazardous 
activities to prevent and minimize 
transboundary effects; Parties concerned 
shall make their plans compatible or make 
joint plans

• Parties shall take appropriate measures to establish and maintain 
adequate emergency preparedness to respond to industrial accidents, 
including to mitigate transboundary effects.

• Adequate measures shall be taken in case of an accident or imminent 
threat of one, incl. against transboundary effects; Parties shall 
coordinate response measures

Industrial Accidents Convention:
Articles 8 (and Annex VII) and 11 on emergency preparedness and 
response



Industrial Accidents Convention:
Article 12 on mutual assistance

• Parties may ask for assistance from other 
Parties in case of an accident, to which the 
latter must promptly decide and inform the 
requesting Party on its position to assist

• If in a positive position, the concerned Parties 
shall cooperate to facilitate the prompt provision 
of assistance, incl. to minimize the 
consequences and effects of industrial 
accidents

• Also, the UNECE Industrial Accidents 
Notification (IAN) System provides a basis for 
alerting other countries of accidents 



9th report on implementation:
Key findings/recommendations of the WGI

• Emergency preparedness and response 
were generally at an acceptable level. 

• The WGI considers that testing, updating 
and review of emergency plans in 
cooperation with neighbouring countries 
continue to be challenging for many Parties 
and beneficiary countries. 

• The WGI calls on Parties and committed 
countries with hazardous activities to further 
strengthen their testing, updating and 
review of emergency plans in cooperation 
with neighbouring countries — and their 
development, implementation and testing of 
joint or harmonized plans.



9th report on implementation:
Key findings/recommendations of the WGI

• Almost all countries identified an authority 
to act as a point of contact for mutual 
assistance and provided clear information 
about their procedures for requesting and 
providing assistance in case of an 
accident with transboundary effects. 

• The WGI encourages the remaining 
Parties and committed countries to 
establish an authority to act as a point of 
contact on mutual assistance. It also 
encourages all Parties and committed 
countries to improve their procedures for 
mutual assistance.



Decision 200/2: Strengthening the 
implementation of the Convention  
• Urges all Parties and beneficiary countries 

with hazardous activities to strengthen 
external emergency plans in cooperation 
with neighbouring countries, including with 
regard to their testing, updating and review 

• Encourages all Parties and beneficiary 
countries to conduct joint exercises on 
preparedness and response

• Urges all Parties and beneficiary countries 
to continue to improve their procedures for 
mutual assistance 

• Invites all Parties and beneficiary countries 
to use the IAN system



How to implement Article 7, the related WGI 
recommendations and Decision 2020/2?
• Use the UNECE Checklist for contingency planning for accidents 

affecting transboundary waters
• Review national examples in this session, such as examples of 

Hungary’s transboundary cooperation exercises on emergency 
preparedness for a complex response

• Review lessons learned from trilateral table-top and field exercises 
between the Republic of Moldova, Romania and Ukraine at the 
International Sea Port Guirgiulesti and their development of a 
joint/transboundary contingency plan in the Danube Delta

• Look at other UNECE resources and other good practices



Other relevant good practices (reported) 
Croatia Database with documents on good practices for off-site contingency planning

Czech Republic Methodological instructions for off-site contingency planning

European Union Emergency Response and Coordination Centre (ERCC)

Finland Guidance documents on internal emergency planning for operators and external emergency planning

Germany The Commission on Process Safety (KAS) elaborated on guidelines, including for contingency planning

Greece Guidelines for contingency planning

Lithuania Training exercises

Luxembourg Development of technologies to provide alerts and trigger responses in case of an emergency (GouvAlert)

Norway National emergency preparedness plan for chemical substances, biological agents, radioactive substances, 
nuclear material and explosives (CBRNE)

Netherlands Guidance documents on contingency planning

Romania Good practices for off-site contingency planning

Slovakia Methodology on contingency planning

Spain Guidance for planning and controlling major accidents with dangerous substances

Sweden Good practices for off-site contingency planning

UK Good practices for on-site contingency planning and on the responsibilities of responder agencies to 
prepare and plan for emergencies
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