
 
 
 

7th Joint OECD/UNECE Seminar on the Implementation of the System of 
Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) 

Online meetings, 28, 30 & 31 March 2022 
 

CONCEPT NOTE 
 

1. Background 
The Seventh Joint OECD/UNECE Seminar on the Implementation of SEEA will be organised as a 

series of online meetings on 28, 30 and 31 March 2022. 

Members of the Organising Committee are from the National Statistical Offices of Australia, 
Canada, Finland, the Netherlands, the Russian Federation and Sweden. Furthermore, Eurostat, UNEP, 
UNSD and the lead editor of the update of the 2008 SNA are represented in the Organising Committee 
in addition to OECD and UNECE. 

The aim of the seminar is to provide a platform for exchange of knowledge and experiences on 
SEEA implementation and to facilitate coordination between all relevant partners in the OECD and 
UNECE regions. The seminar is organised regularly with a long-term view to support the implementation 
of the SEEA. 

All UNECE and OECD countries as well as other UN member countries can participate in the 
seminars. The seminar will be held with English-Russian interpretation.  

Documents for the seminar will be available on the Seminar’s webpage 
https://unece.org/info/events/event/362755. 

2. Introduction 
The target audience for the meetings are producers and users of SEEA, including participants 

from National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and other agencies of National Statistical Systems, environment, 
agriculture, and finance ministries, central banks, NGOs, and academia. 

The exchange of practical experiences between statisticians producing SEEA accounts is one of 
the key features of this annual event. Keeping with this principle, the Seventh SEEA Seminar will 
emphasize the exchange of practical examples, challenges, and outcomes from teams producing SEEA 
accounts. SEEA accounts inform policies addressing some of this century’s biggest challenges, such as 
climate change and degradation to environmental assets. The seminar will discuss both accounts’ 
producers and users’ perspectives in a diverse group of countries.  

3. Organisation of the Seminar 
The meeting will be held with English-Russian Interpretation from 14:00 – 17:00 CET on each of 

the three days, aiming at accommodating the wide spectrum of time zones in the ECE and OECD regions 
as best as possible.  

Participants who are interested to give presentations to any of the sessions are invited to contact 
Daniel Clarke (daniel.clarke@oecd.org) or Michael Nagy (michael.nagy@un.org) by 14 February 2022 
at the latest. 

https://unece.org/info/events/event/362755
mailto:daniel.clarke@oecd.org
mailto:michael.nagy@un.org


Participants should register at https://indico.un.org/e/SEEA_2022 by 21 March 2022 to receive 
the connection details. 

28 March 2022 
Session 1: Opening and setting the scene  

This session has become a constant each year for this seminar, as a way of opening the meeting 
and providing substantive updates from groups and events like the UN Committee of Experts on 
Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA), the Forum of Experts on SEEA Ecosystem Accounting 
and the London Group on Environmental Accounting. 

Session 2: Current National Practices and New Developments in Implementing the SEEA  
Presentations from NSOs will address questions and present experiences related to the initial 

development of new environmental-economic accounts, challenges with implementation, and the 
ultimate outcomes of the work at the national level. A specific focus will be on addressing data gaps, 
for example with new technologies. The session will also provide an update on the global status of 
implementation of SEEA, based on the results of the most recent Global Assessment on Environmental-
Economic Accounting. 

30 March 2022 
Session 3: Reviews of Relevant International Standards  

The current ongoing revision to the 2008 SNA and revisions of international classifications used 
in economic statistics have various important implications or relationships with the SEEA. These and 
other new or ongoing reviews of the current standards for SEEA will be presented for discussion during 
this session. 

Session 4: Current National Practices and New Developments in the SEEA Ecosystem 
Accounts 

The new international SEEA Ecosystem Accounts guideline was only just adopted in 2021. 
However, many practical examples with implementing the ecosystem accounting framework have 
blossomed around the world and can be shared as illustrations for a potential way forward in other 
countries. The session will feature presentations on selected key topics from the ecosystem accounting 
framework, including emerging work such as new developments for biodiversity, climate change and 
ocean accounting.  

31 March 2022 
Session 5: Towards Circular Economy Measurement 

The previous SEEA Seminar recommended to revisit the circular economy topic as a framework 
that was still under development with strong links to SEEA physical and monetary accounting. This 
session will provide an update of the work of the Conference of European Statisticians’ (CES) Task Force 
on Measuring Circular Economy and related work at the OECD. Countries will be invited to present 
national examples on measuring circular economy with SEEA. 

Session 6: Conclusions and Recommendations 
The session is expected to conclude with some recommendations for SEEA implementation and 

a summary of lessons learned during the Seminar. The session will include discussion open to all 
participants with presenters from previous sessions towards common conclusions. 
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