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ABOUT  THE  COURSE
Background
Energy is crucial for economic growth and social progress. The vital role and the
potential of renewable energy in regional development have been globally
recognized and should be implemented as rapidly as is needed.
This online course, run by UNECE, MASHAV and the Arava Institute for
Environmental Studies, provides an opportunity for government officials and
mid-level professionals from the public and private sectors to gain knowledge
about the use of renewable energy technologies as a catalyst for regional
development. 
During the course, participants will be encouraged to share their own
professional experiences in applying various solutions to their individual
situations in their home countries. In addition, participants will be required to
create a group project to present to the entire course, on which they will work
between sessions.
Participants will receive a certificate of participation upon successful
completion of the course.

Main Topics
Strategic role of renewable energy, policy tools, trends, energy security and
economics
Renewable energy's role in transition toward zero-carbon economy
Home-scale bio-gas uses, applications and challenges
Small and large scale renewable energy technologies
Entrepreneurship in the renewable energy field
Dual use of land and agri-photovoltaics
Analysis of PV systems
Energy poverty



Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed, Director of the Arava Institute, who has a PhD in Chemical
Engineering from Ankara University in Turkey, and post-doctorates from the
Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel, where he worked at Environmental Sciences
and Energy Research Department, and from the University of Minnesota, at the Solar
Energy Laboratory of the Mechanical Engineering Department. Among his positions,
Tareq served as the Acting Chief Scientist, Vice Chief Scientist and the Director of
Engineering Research at the Israeli Ministry of Science, Technology and Space.
Ms. Tali Zohar is a Ph.D. student in energy policy, studying the transition towards a
low carbon electricity market in Israel. She is researcher in the Dead Sea and Arava
science center exploring the water-energy-food nexus, the assimilation of low-carbon
technologies, and sustainable local solutions for water scarcity and clean energy
production.
Dr. Suleiman Halasah, an electrical engineer who served as a control engineer for the
Jordan Valley Authority in the Jordanian Ministry of Water and Irrigation. Suleiman
became a co-founder of Global Sun Partners, a renewable energy company that
works on building solar energy PV power plants in several countries in the world, and
established Integrated GREEN Solutions (i.GREENs) which aims to improve the
environmental awareness and introduce green solutions in Jordan and the Middle
East.
Mr. Yosef Abramowitz, named by CNN as one of the world's six leading Green
Pioneers,  is a founder of the solar industries of Israel, East Africa, West Africa and
elsewhere. Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, Abramowitz served on the Israeli
negotiating team to the Paris Climate Convention and serves as CEO of Gigawatt
Global, a founding partner of the White House Power Africa program. 
Mr. Yair Teller, a visionary and entrepreneur committed to the cause of
sustainability, and driven to empower underserved communities throughout the
world. He is an internationally recognized authority on domestic biogas systems, and
frequently lectures at institutions throughout the world. Teller has led forefront
research developing integrative systems of waste management, anaerobic digestion,
and algae production at Ben Gurion University. 

The course will feature lectures by experts in the field or renewable energy: 
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APPLICATION
Application Process
This online course is intended for mid-level professionals, working for
governmental or non-governmental organizations, decision-making bodies,
academia and the private sector. The course is particularly geared for
professionals who work in alternative energy management, energy production
and sustainable community development.
The course will be conducted in English with simultaneous interpretation into
Russian. The presentations and reading materials will be in English.
Participants should have at least the equivalent of a university degree or
professional diploma and a desire to leverage their knowledge in a field related
to energy. 

Applications should be submitted no later than 1 November, 2021 to
Gianluca Sambucini at gianluca.sambucini@un.org and Oleg Dzioubinski at
oleg.dzioubinski@un.org.

Course Dates
The course will run 24 November - 14 December 2021.
The course will take place 3 times a week, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, from 9am-11am UTC+1 (Europe) / 1pm-3pm UTC+5 (Central Asia). 
The course will take place online. A link to join the course will be sent to the
participants prior to its start.
Additional assignment work will be expected between sessions.



GENERAL  INFORMATION

About the Arava Institute
The Arava Institute for Environmental Studies is a leading environmental studies
and research program in the Middle East. It houses academic programs,
research centers, and international cooperation initiatives focusing on a range
of environmental concerns and challenges.
The Arava Institute offers people from around the world an exceptional
opportunity to learn from leading professionals while forming friendships and
developing skills to help solve the most pressing environmental challenges.

About MASHAV
MASHAV is Israel's official international development cooperation agency,
aimed at ensuring social, economic and environmental sustainable development
throughout the developing world. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) was set up in
1947 by ECOSOC. It is one of five regional commissions of the United Nations.
UNECE's major aim is to promote pan-European economic integration. UNECE
includes 56 member States in Europe, North America and Asia. UNECE’s work
on sustainable energy is designed to improve access to affordable and clean
energy for all and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the carbon
footprint of the energy sector in the region. It promotes international policy
dialogue and cooperation among governments, energy industries and other
stakeholders.  The focus  is on energy efficiency, cleaner electricity production
from fossil fuels, renewable energy, coal mine methane, gas, classification of
energy and mineral reserves and resources, and energy security.

About UNECE


