al mission to support Montenegro in the implementation of the UNECE

Convention on Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents

Industrial safety and the prevention of accidental water pollution:

work of the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents

Speaker: Mr. Bojan Srdic, co-Chair of the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial

Accidents, Serbia
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consequences

* Linking integrated water resources
management to industrial safety
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https://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/industrial-accidents/publications.html

Mission and Key activities

The mission of the Joint Expert Group is to assist countries in drawing up and
implementing measures aimed at strengthening the prevention of and preparedness
for accidental water pollution, especially in a transboundary context.

JEG’s work on strengthening the prevention of accidental water pollution, including its
potential transboundary effects, is in line with the Industrial Accidents Convention’s
long-term strategy until 2030 and the principles of the Water Convention being open
for accession to all United Nations members States.

The Joint Expert Group’s key activities are:

 Development of guidance materials and cheklists,

* Facilitation of international response exercises, workshops and seminars and

* Support to assistance activities and projects on prevention and preparedness
measures.



Promotional materials

A brochure on the Joint Expert Group provides an overview of its history and purpose,
why the Group is important, the key areas of work, achievements and outputs, and
how to get involved.

A series of Postcards have been developed, available on the Industrial Accidents

Convention’s publication webpage, which provide a brief overview of the safety

gwdelmes and good practices developed by the Joint Expert Group, including the:
Safety Guidelines and Good Practices for the Management and Retention of
Firefighting Water

e Safety Guidelines and Good Practices for Oil Terminals

e Safety Guidelines and Good Practices for Pipelines

e Safety Guidelines and Good Practices for Tailings Management Facilities
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Online Toolkit and Training for Strengthening Mine Tailings Online Toolkit and Training for Strengthening Mine
o Tailings Safety

Overview

industrial accidents at tallings management fadlities (TMFs)
nave led 1o anvironmental catastrophes with devastating
effects on humans and the ervironment within and across
countries, Major iIndustrial acodents in the UNECE region and
beyond hive motivated countnes 1o develop ang implement
tools under the UNECE Corwention on the Transboundary

* Practical training =2 3-step approach

e Available at https://unece.org/environment-
policyindustrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-
strengthening-mine-tailings

Effects of Indusirial Accidents to strengthen mine tallings
safety and to prevent such accdents in the future

This online toolkit assists countries in strengthening TMF
safety and management practices. It serves as a hubd for
anyone wishing to learn about the impoectance of and work

and tools on mine tailings safety under the Convention, AL the same time, It provides online

traning for countries, without physatally meeting, 1o iImprove their knowledge about the impacts o o ° ° oge

and cf.ﬁl\cngca of mine talings and 10 apply existing guidelines, iIncluding UNECE's toods, Lo Tra I n I ng VI d eo 0 n IVI I n e Ta I I I ngS Safety ( E N G’ R U S)
improve tallings safety, Through the drop-down menus below, this online toolkit and trainng

inciudes four sections: background information on ming tallings safety; a 3-step practical

traming foe countries to enhance safe management practices 8 summary of UNECE'S mine
talings work and pantners; and further reading on key reports and references

improving the management and safety of mene talings intreases countries’ understanding and
governance of disaster risks, including through Interénstitutional and cross-sectoral
COOPEranon, As such, the work contributes to atcompishing the objectives of Agenda 2030, wth
its Sustainable Development Goals and the Sendal Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. it
&40 strengthens mineral resource governance, sustainable infrastructure and disaster
reshience, both withan and across countries

Background information - A call for an urgent action

Practical training (3 steps)

UNECE's mine tallings work and partners

Further reading - Key reports and references on mine tallings safety
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https://unece.org/environment-policyindustrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-strengthening-mine-tailings

* Aims to limit the number of accidents causing water
pollution and the severity of their consequences

— Mitigate consequences of industrial accidents affecting
transboundary water courses for human health and the

environment

* Tool for harmonized contingency planning between
neighbouring or riparian countries (applied in the
Danube Delta and Armenia)

* Includes recommendations on legislation, early
warning/alarm/notification systems, joint bodies and
financial mechanisms in place; exchange of information
and consultations between countries

ent outputs: UNECE checklist for Contingency Planning

UNECE

Checklist for contingency planning for
accidents affecting transboundary waters,
with introductory guidance

UNITED NATIONS

Pillars of contingency planning
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mples of transboundary response exercises

e 2015 Giurgiulesti, Republic of Moldova

(First ever trilateral exercise between the Republic of Moldova,
Romania and Ukraine on the Danube River)

e 2017 Slubice, Poland

(Transboundary response exercise between Germany and Poland
on the Oder River)

e 2018 Szazhalombatta, Hungary

(Accidental water pollution mitigation exercise on Danube River)
— Ministry of Interior of Hungary,
— UNECE Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents
— International commission for the protection

of the Danube River (ICPDR)
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For more information on the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents:
https://unece.org/joint-expert-group-water-and-industrial-accidents

For more information on JEG guidance and good practice:
https://unece.org/environment-policyindustrial-accidents/overview

A brochure on the Joint Expert Group and its outputs is available at:

https://unece.org/environment-policy/publications/brochure-joint-expert-group-water-
and-industrial-accidents

Online Toolkit and Training for Strengthening Mine Tailings Safety; Mine tailings video:

https://unece.org/environment-policyindustrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-
strengthening-mine-tailings
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