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December 2021 WORKING GROUP ON EIA AND SEA (ESPOO CONVENTION), 10TH MEETING

AARHUS CONVENTION SECRETARIAT | UNECE



IIParticipants

Governments NGOs, Academia, 

Judiciary, IFIs, 

Aarhus Centers, 

IGOs, & others

Hybrid Format

More than 400 

participants online

and in person



III ✓ Meeting of the Parties to

the Aarhus Convention 

(18- 20 October 2021)

➢ Joint High-Level Segment

(21 October 2021)

✓ Meeting of the Parties to 

the Protocol on PRTRs 

(22 October 2021)

• 15 online Side events 
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State Secretary Anders 

Mankler, 

Ministry of the 

Environment of Sweden

H.E. Mr. Levan Davitashvili, 

Minster of Environmental 

Protection and Agriculture 

of Georgia 

IV

Chairs of the 

Joint High-

level Segment



Thematic Session 

Exchange of experiences involving Governments, local authorities, civil 

society, international organizations and other stakeholders

Adoption of Geneva Declaration

Reinforcing commitment to promote Environmental Democracy for 

Sustainable, Inclusive and Resilient Development

Joint High-Level Segment: Role of the 

Aarhus Convention and its Protocol on 

PRTRs in promoting sustainable 

infrastructure and spatial planning 
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VI Key Messages

• Spatial planning and large-scale infrastructure projects can create new 

opportunities in employment, travel, and economic growth

• Such projects may also have an immense impact on ecosystems and human 

health and well-being and are often opposed by people concerned about 

potential environmental impacts, resulting in social conflict and political 

unrest

• Persecution and harassment of environmental defenders is often linked 

to infrastructure development; the chilling effect this creates 

discourages public participation and prohibits access to environmental 

justice

• If the public has access to information and is able to participate in decisions 

from the outset, it is likely that the final outcome of a project or 

development will be more publicly acceptable, more sustainable, and less 

harmful to the environment



VII Key Messages

• In striving for a quick economic turnaround, infrastructure 

decisions should not bypass transparency or inclusive processes, 

undermine environmental safeguards, or generate unsustainable 

debt

• No physical construction should compromise ecosystems and 

biodiversity or undermine the enjoyment of human rights

• Public participation, due consideration of the rights of future 

generations and multi-stakeholder consultation shall be incorporated 

throughout the entire infrastructure planning and development cycle 

to ensure that infrastructure delivers services of genuine public 

benefit, in an inclusive manner and offers remedies for those whose 

rights are infringed



VIII Supporting regional and global initiatives and commitments 

Aarhus Convention and its Protocol on 
PRTRs are effective tools to promote 
sustainable infrastructure and spatial 
planning & their implementation 
support the achievement of a number 
of regional and global initiatives and 
commitments



IX Supporting regional and global initiatives and commitments 

• 2030 Agenda

• UNECE MEAs, incl. Espoo Convention and its SEA Protocol

• United Nations Environment Assembly resolutions 4/5 on sustainable infrastructure and 4/19 on mineral resource governance

• European Union European Green Deal

• Convention on Biological Diversity

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

• New Urban Agenda

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030

• Human Rights Council resolutions:

- 48/13 on human right to a clean. healthy and sustainable environment

- 37/8 on human rights and the environment

- 40/11 on recognizing the contribution of environmental human rights defenders to

the enjoyment of human rights, environmental protection and sustainable development

- 42/21 on protection of the rights of workers exposed to hazardous substances

and wastes, etc



Goal 3 Good 

health and well-

being

Goal 9 Industry 

Innovation

Goal 15

Life on Land

X

Goal 16

Peace, justice, 

and strong 

institutions

Goal 13

Climate Action

Goal 11

Sustainable cities 

and communities

The 2030 Agenda
Sustainable and resilient infrastructure and spatial planning influence, directly or indirectly, the attainment of 

all the Sustainable Development Goals and in particular the following: 



XII

Climate and 

Biodiversity

• Since infrastructure in every sector has implications for climate and biodiversity, a broad array 
of stakeholders must be involved throughout the entire infrastructure planning and 
development cycle

• Infrastructure and spatial planning should embrace nature-based solutions that provide 
opportunities to limit and mitigate climate impacts and biodiversity loss, while at the same time 
increasing the resilience of the infrastructure itself, improving service provision and benefiting 
the economy and communities in the long term



XIII

Majority of Parties to the Aarhus Convention and to the Protocol on 

PRTRs engage with China’s Belt and Road Initiative  

To promote sustainable development, put safeguards in place in 

the form of:

• national legislation

• international agreements

• financial and compliance instruments 

Parties should ensure that the obligations under the Aarhus 

Convention and its Protocol are fully adhered to when 

engaging with the Belt and Road Initiative

Belt and Road Initiative 



XII

COVID-19 

Pandemic

• The pandemic has posed serious tests for the exercise of the public’s rights; it is critical that the 

implementation of these rights not only be maintained, but also strengthened, in such 

circumstances

• Upholding strong environmental democracy and integrating environmental concerns into recovery 

measures will help to pave the way for economic development that is sustainable, environmentally 

viable, socially acceptable and healthy



XIV

To reduce the risk of supply chain 
disruption, infrastructure systems 
should provide solutions that: 

• Respect cultural heritages and 

diversity

Path for the 

Future

• Embrace conservation norms 

and principles

• Use sustainable technologies and local and 

sustainable materials to enhance resource 

efficiency and create local jobs

• Recognize the needs of various groups



XIV

Path for the 

Future

• Ensure developers, planners, financial actors 

play supportive roles in implementation of the 

public rights

• Encourage partnerships, consultative 

mechanisms and forums to enhance policy 

dialogue on development issues

• Ensure early stage public participation to 

capture as many potential risks and 

impacts as possible and to avoid conflict 

during later phases of the development 

cycle

• Provide enabling legal and institutional 

frameworks that ensure effective rights of the 

public guaranteed under the treaties for 

infrastructure development and spatial planning 



XVI

• Promote technological possibilities of 

PRTRs to respond to the increased 
demand for easy-to-access information
for decision-making on planning 

• Promote digitalization and 

modernization of environmental 

information systems (Open Data and 

PRTRs) 

Path for the Future 



XVII

• Safeguard public’s rights under the treaties 

throughout the infrastructure development 

cycle: planning, design, financing, construction, 

operation, reconsideration or updates of the 

operating conditions and decommissioning

• Ensure that end users’ rights and 

needs are respected: incorporate 

gender-related needs and the 

needs of persons with disabilities, 

youth, indigenous peoples and 

other disadvantaged and 

vulnerable groups

• Identify environmental and social risks and 

corresponding mitigation measures at the 

earliest stages when the consideration 

and reconsideration of options is most 

cost-effective and technically and 

politically feasible

Path for the Future



XVIII

• Establish a safe environment that 

protects members of the public  to 

fully exercise their rights  (Rapid 
response mechanism)

• Strengthen local government 

institutions and ensure that 

persons and groups in vulnerable 

situations and communities are 

able to participate in decision-

making 

• Integrate environmental democracy 

and concerns into recovery measures 

to pave the way for economic 

development that is sustainable, 

environmentally viable, socially 

acceptable and healthy. 

• Support environmental education, 

the training and capacity-building 

of authorities, communities and 

the public

Path for the Future



IX Major Takeaways

▪ In striving for a quick economic turnaround,
infrastructure and planning decisions should not
bypass transparency or inclusive processes,
undermine environmental safeguards, or generate
unsustainable debt

▪ Safeguard public’s rights throughout the
infrastructure development cycle:

planning, design, financing, construction,
operation, reconsideration or updates of the

operating conditions and decommissioning

▪ Ensure early-stage public participation to capture as many potential risks and impacts as possible and 
to avoid conflict during later phases of the development cycle

▪ Ensure that end users’ rights and needs are respected: incorporate gender-related needs and the 
needs of persons with disabilities, youth, indigenous peoples and other disadvantaged and vulnerable 
groups

▪ Ensure a safe and enabling environment when developers, planners, financial actors play 
supportive roles in implementation of the public rights

▪ Strengthen cooperation between NFPs for the Aarhus Convention, PRTR Protocol, Espoo Convention 
and SEA Protocol to reinforce implementation of relevant provisions


