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Meeting Minutes 
 
 

  
 
News item available at https://www.opcw.org/media-centre/news/2021/11/international-organisations-and-specialised-
agencies-coordinate-efforts  

 
 
Introduction, welcoming remarks and family photo  
 
The meeting was opened by Mr Li Zhao, Head of International Cooperation Branch at the Organisation 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). He welcomed participants to the 7th Edition of the 
Inter-Agency Coordination Meeting on Chemical and Industrial Accidents (IACG) and noted that the 
OPCW was honoured to host it. Since its inception in 2013, the Inter-agency Coordination Group 
proved its great value allowing the participants to exchange information on key programmes, 
guidance documents, and processes concerning industrial chemical safety. Mr Li Zhao expressed hope 
that the meeting would help further embolden the IACG to effectively deal with new and emerging 
challenges and their impact on industrial accidents by providing a necessary forum for interactive 
discussions. He also mentioned that within preparations to the meeting, the OPCW has updated the 
composition of the IACG members reflecting the actual data based on staff turn-over and 
administrative changes. Subsequently, he welcomed the newcomers to the IACG, who were 
representing: Directorate General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG 
ECHO) of the European Commission; Directorate General for International Partnerships (DG INTPA) of 
the European Commission; some new members from: the European Commission’s Joint Research 
Centre; International Labour Organization; United Nations Industrial Development Organization; and 
also, the OPCW. He stressed that such a combination of new and longer-term representatives to the 
IACG provided with an excellent opportunity to synthesize new fresh ideas and insights how to further 
foster international cooperation for prevention, preparedness and response to chemical and 
industrial accidents. Mr Li Zhao also introduced the participants to the mandate of the OPCW in 
relation to the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) Article XI on Economic 
and Technological Development. Mr Li Zhao stressed that the OPCW remains committed to enhancing 
inter-agency cooperation in the area of chemical safety and security management with the view to 
reducing chemical accidents. The Secretariat of the OPCW delivers capacity building programmes with 
the objective to support process safety and chemical security management benefitting the OPCW 
Member States, despite the challenges imposed by the pandemic. The key approach is to reduce and 
eliminate the risks from chemicals and plants towards the prevention of accidents and incidents. 
 
The meeting was attended by representatives from several international organizations (see LoP in 
Annex 2) and conducted in line with the meeting agenda (see Annex 1). 
 
 

https://www.opcw.org/media-centre/news/2021/11/international-organisations-and-specialised-agencies-coordinate-efforts
https://www.opcw.org/media-centre/news/2021/11/international-organisations-and-specialised-agencies-coordinate-efforts
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Quick Poll and Tour de Table 
 
The session was moderated by Ms Iryna Iarema, Senior Programme Officer at the OPCW. She 
presented the meeting agenda, facilitated the Tour de Table and ran the Quick Poll. Regarding the 
latter, meeting participants were invited to assess the work of the IACG in relation to the 
implementation of its Terms of Reference (ToR). The results of the poll suggested that the IACG has 
been the most successful in exchanging information about priorities, ongoing and planned activities 
and projects, as well as identifying synergies and opportunities for cooperation among the agencies. 
While in the areas such as carrying common messages at the global level and promoting and raising 
awareness of each other’s reference products, including guidance materials and tools, the IACG 
should do more. The participants also elaborated on the topics for a common theme for the IACG. The 
suggestions consisted of the following areas: NATECH preparedness and disaster risk reduction, 
energy transition, impact of climate change, technological advancements, preventive efforts, 
recovery, political buy-in, emerging issues and global priorities. 
 
Mr Bertrand Dagallier from the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
Environment (OECD) presented highlights from the OECD Programme on Chemical Accidents (see 
presentation for more details). The OECD programme of work was designed to: support cooperation 
and knowledge exchange on chemical accidents; discuss and provide recommendations on continuing 
and emerging issues; it also has a particular emphasis on prevention. Mr Dagallier informed about the 
revision of the OECD Guiding Principles for Chemical Accidents Prevention, Preparedness and 
Response, update and consolidation of the four OECD Legal Instruments on Chemical Accidents. He 
also stressed on the development of new guidance on the benefits of regulations for chemical 
accidents prevention, preparedness and response. The Guidance is to provide a common language for 
communication with decision makers on the impacts that can be quantified and those that would be 
analysed in a qualitative way. It will include, inter alia, good practices on the design of regulation for 
chemical accidents and business cases – specific design elements and step-by-step approach to 
establishing a regulation. Other highlights focused on the expected publication of the Report on safety 
issues related to the accidents involving manufactured nanomaterials, a Brochure on the Impact of 
Natural Hazards on Hazardous Installations and a Guidance on NATECH Risk Management. Mr 
Dagallier also provided an overview of cooperation efforts with partner agencies, including on the 
recent and forthcoming events.  
 
Ms Margherita Fanchiotti from United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) / Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Joint Environment Unit (JEU) presented the annual 
updates from the JEU, which focus mostly on the response measures (see presentation for more 
details). There have a been a few deployments of teams since the last year to deal with humanitarian 
crises, including the Beirut explosion in 2020 and many others in 2021. Ms Fanchiotti focused on the 
response efforts to the Bata explosion in Equatorial Guinea, which happened on 14 March 2021 due 
to the explosion of ammonium nitrate. The initial explosion led to the collapse of military buildings 
and instigated further explosions of ordinance in the city of Bata. There were two UN missions 
deployed: the humanitarian mission and the security mission. Ms Fanchiotti highlighted the 
humanitarian mission objectives, its composition and the interagency coordination. She also noted 
the community-level analysis of the data, humanitarian profile of the disaster and strategic 
humanitarian priorities. The Emergency and Recovery Plan was developed to gather funds in the 
aftermath of Bata explosions. Ms Fanchiotti concluded with challenges and lessons learned: COVID-
19 risks, delays in mobilisation, limited international response and development context.  
 
Ms Eleni Pechlivanidou from European Commission’s Directorate General for European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) provided an overview of the DG ECHO’s work. 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/IACG-ToR.pdf
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The main focus of DG ECHO activities is in the areas of Western Balkans, Southern and Eastern 
Neighbourhood countries. She referred to the Emergency Response Coordination Centre responsible 
for organisation of emergency response and deployment of teams under the EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism, composed of 27 Members States and 6 participating states. The ongoing activities are 
predominantly in the Eastern Neighbourhood countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
Moldova, Ukraine. The Regional Programme in the Eastern Neighbourhood focuses on the natural 
disasters, but CBRN is also part of the scope. The third phase of the regional programme is covering 
2020-2024 period and, among other, will include development of the national roadmaps to 
strengthen capacities in various areas (e.g. Early Warning Systems, Disaster Risk Assessment, Disaster 
Risk Management planning), regional guidelines and a regional full-scale exercise to take place in 
spring 2023 (with a multi-hazard focus). Depending on each country’s priorities chemical accidents 
can also be part of the scope. Ms Pechlivanidou also referred to https://www.pprdeast3.eu/ web-site 
for additional information and invited participants to attend the EU Civil Protection Knowledge 
Network Day on the 7th of December 2021. She also noted 2021 programme activities in Ukraine on 
activating EU Civil Protection Mechanism involving multi-hazard events but focusing on chemical 
accidents. On the upcoming initiative, she informed about 2023 EuroMedReact exercise covering EU 
Member States, Ukraine and Moldova and countries of the Southern Neighbourhood, focusing on 
chemical accidents combined with the natural hazards, e.g. flooding.  
 
Ms Claudia Kamke from United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) presented updates 
on activities in the framework of the UNECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial 
Accidents since the last IACG meeting (see presentation for more details). The updates concerned 
exchanging experiences and good practices in the following areas: land-use planning and industrial 
safety, mine tailings safety and preventing water pollution, NATECH risk management, risk 
assessment, follow-up to Beirut port explosion, good practices for implementation. She highlighted 
the respective programmes and project activities (regional and subregional), work of the expert 
groups, development of guidelines and on-line toolkits (such as Online Toolkit and Training for 
Strengthening Mine Tailings Safety), as well as outreach and capacity-building workshops. 
Development of a guidance document on NATECH risk management and brochure is ongoing, as part 
of the NATECH Steering Group, under the leadership of the OECD and Germany. Two reports on risk 
assessment methodologies for chemical installations and related case studies of their application in 
UNECE countries are being developed under Switzerland’s leadership in cooperation with a small 
steering group. As part of the Convention’s 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties, a seminar 
on NATECH risk management is scheduled for November/December 2022, in close cooperation with 
the OECD, EIB and the Steering Group. Ms Kamke also informed about other forthcoming events: 
Focused Thematic Discussion on industrial accident presentation and risk management at the 
European Forum on Disaster Risk Reduction, scheduled to take place on 24 November 2021 (please 
also see below), UN/OECD global online seminar in follow-up to the 2020 Beirut port explosion, 
scheduled for 14 December 2021, and a Seminar on good practices and lessons learned in 
implementation of the Industrial Accidents Convention (Geneva and online, 3-4 Feb 2022).  
 
Ms Halshka Graczyk from the International Labour Organization (ILO) presented updates on work on 
major industrial accidents (see presentation for more details). She referred to ILO instruments on 
Major Industrial Accidents, including Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents Convention, 1993 (No. 
174), Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents Recommendation, 1993 (No. 181) and Code of Practice 
on Major Industrial Accidents and ILO Chemical Conventions. The ILO focuses on assisting its 187 
Member States to ratify and implement the main ILO chemicals-related Conventions. The ILO also has 
over 40 instruments related to Occupational Safety and Health; these are also applicable in many 
cases to the use of chemicals in the world of work. Ms Graczyk also presented a new report on Globally 
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) In the World of Work: Mapping 

https://www.pprdeast3.eu/
https://unece.org/environment-policy/industrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-strengthening-mine-tailings
https://unece.org/environment-policy/industrial-accidents/online-toolkit-and-training-strengthening-mine-tailings
https://unece.org/info/events/event/353910
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/unoecd-seminar-follow-2020-beirut-port-explosion-lessons-learned
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Synergies Between ILO Instruments And the GHS. She also informed that in 2021 and 2022 the ILO is 
engaged in a project to create three training modules: Chemical safety and sound chemicals 
management, Occupational safety and health and use of hazardous substances, Major industrial 
accidents. Ms Graczyk also covered the ongoing and planned activities with regard to Project in 
Lebanon: Responding to the 2020 Beirut Explosion. 
 
Ms Iryna Iarema from the OPCW presented highlights of the 2021 OPCW’s efforts towards Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response to Industrial Chemical Accidents (see presentation for more details). She 
noted that commitments to help CWC States Parties build skills and capacities to achieve higher levels 
of safety and security in civilian chemical facilities and to enhance collaboration with other 
international organizations are enshrined in the Medium-term Plan of the OPCW for 2020-2024. In 
terms of the prevention of chemical accidents, the OPCW Secretariat’s efforts are in the realm of 
capacity-building by means of delivery of regular regional trainings on chemical safety and security 
management, as well as development of guidelines. In 2021, the OPCW Secretariat has already 
conducted eight workshops that discuss specific safety management issues that can occur in different 
professional environments and promote the safe handling of chemicals. In June 2021, the OPCW held 
launch event on Indicative guidelines for chemical safety and security in small and medium-sized 
enterprises. In the pipeline, there is a development of the indicative guidelines and best practices in 
land(road) transportation of chemicals and possibly a course on chemical safety and security basics. 
Where possible, the OPCW intends to include references to relevant available resources developed 
by the IACG members. The OPCW Secretariat has been also active in helping CWC States Parties 
develop and incorporate legal provisions dealing with chemical security. OPCW’s Secretariat’s most 
recent actions towards preparedness for and response to chemical accidents are focusing on studying 
individual needs of States Parties through the recently developed On-Line Self-Assessment tool and 
provision of a new Basic Training course on Wireless Information System for Emergency Responders 
(WISER) and the use of Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG) for First Responders. In addition to that 
the regular Training Cycle for Capacity-Building in Assistance and Protection consists of Basic and 
Advanced Courses, Field Exercises, Specialized Trainings. Through the wide array of specialised 
training around 40 trainings are delivered per year to approximately 1000 first responders, incident 
command staff, medics, etc. 
 
Discussion on enhancing coordination and collaboration and defining a common message  
 
The session was moderated by Ms Claudia Kamke, Secretary of the Working Group on 
Implementation, Industrial Accidents Convention at the Environment Division of UNECE. She referred 
to the Coordination Table which was completed by many agencies and highlighted the areas of 
common interest/cooperation such as: provision of comments during the development of technical 
guidelines and policy guidance, invitation/contribution to the regional workshop and capacity-
building events; co-development of e-learning materials.  
 
Mr Tijs Koerts from the European Process Safety Centre (EPSC) suggested that agencies obtain 
industries’ input when developing new policies or guidance and offered to make this link. 
 
Ms Marie-Ange Baucher from the OECD noted that technological advancements and energy 
transitions, including impact of hydrogen, are among the topics that currently are being discussed 
within the OECD Working Group. The OECD would welcome cooperation with other agencies on these 
topics and suggested to inquire on the organization of a dedicated seminar on hydrogen, following 
discussion with their Bureau. 
 

https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/06/OPCW%20Indicative%20Guidelines%20CSSM%2029062021%20Final_1.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/06/OPCW%20Indicative%20Guidelines%20CSSM%2029062021%20Final_1.pdf
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Mr David Russell from the WHO Collaborating Centre for Public Health Management of Chemicals 
Incidents commended the organisation of the IACG meeting and the volume of useful information 
shared by the agencies. The meeting provided a good platform for discussion and represents a 
repository for demonstrating publications, workshops and exercises in the field of prevention, 
preparedness and response to chemical accidents. 
 
Ms Claudia Kamke referenced UNECE’s activities on strengthening mine tailings safety, informing 
participants that UNECE will develop an orientation paper with further actions to take on that topic. 
She explained that the Conference of the Parties requested to take also the activities of other 
international organizations into account in the development of the paper and invited other agencies 
to contact her to cooperate on the matter. 
 
Ms Maureen Wood from the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre referred to the need to 
be specific when speaking about technological advancements, especially when dealing with the 
policymakers. She stressed that technological risk has to be a higher-level criterion in all policies, 
because of its horizontal nature. She also noted that the link between industrial accidents and climate 
change should be regarded in a broader context than just NATECH, but also has to include focus on 
energy transition. The latter has to be elevated to the same priority level. The analyses of lessons 
learned has to be done by industries to prevent future disasters and the IACG may push manufacturers 
and other industry representatives to fulfil this action.  
 
Ms Kamke recalled the achievements of the IACG since its establishment, highlighting, among others, 
the following:  
 

• 2021, Seminar on 2020 Beirut port explosion (upcoming), organized by UNECE, ILO, IMO, 
OECD, UNEP/OCHA JEU, UNDRR, in close cooperation with the EU Joint Research Centre 

• 2020/21, Inter-agency coordination website → information on IO’s relevant bodies; links to 
key resources/guidance on industrial safety; etc. 

• 2018, Words into Action Guidelines for Man-made and Technological Hazards, prepared 
under the auspices of UNEP/OCHA JEU and UNDRR, with key contributions from UNECE, 
OECD, EU JRC and others, launched at the CoP-10 of the Industrial Accidents Convention 

• 2018, Contribution to the GAR, based on request by UNISDR → Section on Man-
made/technological hazards, sub-section industrial/chemical hazards, drafted by UNECE and 
EU JRC 

• 2017, Inter-agency Coordination Brochure: International efforts for industrial and chemical 
accidents prevention, preparedness and response, prepared under the auspices of OECD, 
with contributions from the majority of organizations 

• 2015, Side-event at the 4th session of the International Conference on Chemicals 
Management (ICCM4) organized by SAICM: From prevention to response and recovery: an 
integrated approach to chemical accidents management 

 
Ms Kamke then invited participants to elaborate on common messages of the IACG, taking into 
account its’ ToR, poll results and challenges ahead. The challenges ahead were previously highlighted 
in the brochure on interagency coordination developed by the OECD.  
 
Ms Iryna Iarema from the OPCW suggested to combine earlier defined priority on achieving political 
buy-in with greater industry engagement and highlight risks associated with technological 
advancements.  
 

https://unece.org/inter-agency-coordination
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/chemical-accidents/Brochure-International-efforts-for-industrial-and-chemical-accidents.pdf
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Ms Maureen Wood from the EC JRC suggested to add a couple of points on maintaining awareness 
across the spectrum of priority issues as well as a specific reference to technological advancements 
and energy transition.  
 
Mr David Russell from the WHO Collaborating Centre for Public Health Management of Chemicals 
pointed to the fact that detection and alerting on incidents should also be mentioned in the list of 
challenges and priorities, as well as surveillance, as they inform where the incidents have happened, 
type of the incidents and chemical released etc. Lesson learned and evaluation of lessons should be 
factored in when building the prevention, preparedness and response systems. 
 
Ms Halshka Graczyk from the ILO mentioned that addressing accidents in an integrated manner shall 
also encompass a cross-sector approach, which is not always at the forefront of the discussion.  
 
Please see Annex 3 for the Overview of the IACG common themes, updated based on the discussion. 
 
Presentations by request. Upcoming events and other matters 

The sessions were moderated by Mr Rohan Perera, Consultant at the OPCW. 

Mr Tijs Koerts, Operations Director at the EPSC presented the EPSC process safety fundamentals and 
review of an incident using an EPSC Learning sheet (see presentation for more details). He introduced 
EPSC as an industrial platform established after the Bhopal incident to protect society from industrial 
accidents. It has active working groups in the fields of energy transition and renewables, digitalisation, 
pharma specifics, leadership and culture, process safety fundamentals etc. Mr Koerts referred to 
process safety lifesaving rules and booklet that has been developed to that end and now is being 
translated into many languages. He invited IACG members to take part in the EPSC event for industry 
leaders on Sharing practical learnings scheduled for 7-8 December 20211(www.SafetyCongress.eu). 
He also mentioned EPSC Benchmarking study and demonstrated the Learning sheets (now being 
translated in 15 languages) – these are the factsheets with brief information on industrial accidents 
explaining what happened, what went wrong and why it happened. The aim is to provide and discuss 
lessons learned across industry. He invited IACG members to spread information about the learning 
sheets and translate them into local languages (available at www.epsc.be).  
 
The discussion then went around the topics of collection of information on chemical incidents and 
statistics on accidents during the COVID-19 pandemic, where EC JRC plays a role in maintaining the 
database on chemical accidents. 
 
During the session on upcoming events, Mr Max Linsen, Consultant on the Environmental Affairs in 
the UNECE, spoke about European Forum on Disaster Risk Reduction (EFDRR) (Matosinhos, Portugal, 
24-26 November 2021) and its content. More information at: https://efdrr.undrr.org/. A special focus 
was placed on the session: Preventing another Sandoz, Baia Mare or Beirut accident: Perspectives on 
risk management in the context of the Sendai Framework, organized by UNECE, EIB, OECD, Norway 
and Slovenia. He also referred to the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Bali, Indonesia, 23-
28 May 2022).  
 
Mr Andrew Bower from the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) invited IACG 
members to register for the EFDRR. One of the outcomes of the Forum will be the adoption of the 
roadmap covering the period up until 2030, which will set core areas for actions to accelerate the 
implementation of the Sendai Framework. Mr Bower also emphasized the need to reinforce the 
governance of risks as one of the prospective areas of a common theme and message.  

 
1 moved to 8-9 March 2022 

http://www.safetycongress.eu/
http://www.epsc.be/
https://efdrr.undrr.org/
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/efdrr-focused-thematic-discussion-preventing-another-sandoz-baia-mare
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/efdrr-focused-thematic-discussion-preventing-another-sandoz-baia-mare
https://www.undrr.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/GP2022%20Organizing%20Teams%20FINAL%2012_07_2021.pdf
https://www.undrr.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/GP2022%20Organizing%20Teams%20FINAL%2012_07_2021.pdf
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Closing of the meeting and next meeting host 
 
In the closing of the event, Ms Iryna Iarema from the OPCW Secretariat provided a brief summary of 
the meeting, thanked all the agencies and also encouraged to finalise the coordination table. Overall, 
the meeting allowed to exchange information on key programmes, guidance documents, and 
processes concerning industrial chemical safety. It has also launched a discussion on a common 
message that the IACG would like to carry before the general public and the governments. How to 
reach out to policymakers was one of the aspects that draw participants’ attention. During this and 
previous meetings, it has been shown that there is a need to make chemical accident prevention 
approach a political priority and some steps have been already taken by many of the agencies in that 
direction. Detection and alerting on incidents, reinforcing the governance of risks, analysing lessons 
learned, adapting effectively to climate change and technological advancements and their impacts on 
industrial accidents occurrence were among other topics raised by the IACG members. In addition to 
that the world is still being affected by COVID-19. Availability and reliability of data on COVID-19 
impact on the occurrence of industrial accidents remains to be an important issue. The advocacy and 
support of the IACG are even more important under these circumstances. In that regard, the OPCW 
Secretariat reemphasized the provisions of the Terms of Reference of the IACG, which suggest that 
the work and meetings of the Group are needs-driven: any agency can take the lead and organise 
substantive discussion on a particular topic of interest. As the meeting host, the OPCW Secretariat 
noted that it is a joint responsibility to enhance delivery of the IACG goals related to prevention of, 
preparedness for and response to chemical accidents and thanked all for participation.  
 
Mr Andrew Bower from the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) took to the 
floor to announce that UNDRR will be the next IACG meeting host in 2022. The UNDRR also briefed 
participants about its areas of work and how it is linked to the IACG mandate. OPCW will provide 
updated materials to the next hosting agency as per procedure. The meeting was closed at 17:00 CET. 
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Annex 1  
 

Agenda 
 

 
13:50 CET 

Participants are invited to connect 10 min earlier to sort out any connection issues in 
advance and allow for a timely start of the meeting.  

14:00-14:15 Introduction, welcoming remarks and family photo 

Li Zhao, Head of International Cooperation Branch, OPCW  

14:15-15:30 Quick Poll and Tour de Table 

Participating agencies will be invited to take part in a quick poll on assessing inter-
agency coordination and defining topics of common interest (e.g., impact of climate 
change, mine tailings safety, preventive efforts, impact of technological 
advancements, political buy-in, community engagement etc.).  
The agencies will be then invited to briefly highlight the main milestones of their 
industrial accidents’ programmes, incl. key/emerging topics, in a 5–10-minute 
intervention. All agencies will receive the coordination table in advance of the 
meeting, containing background of each agency’s activities; therefore, this should 
just be a concise summary of key information with an emphasis on the updates from 
the last meeting. 
 
Moderated by the OPCW (Iryna Iarema, Senior Programme Officer) 

15:30-15:45 Break  

15:45-16:15 Discussion on enhancing coordination and collaboration and defining a common 
message  
 
Participants will be invited to share proposals for collaboration based on the results 
of the quick poll, interventions of participating agencies and coordination table 
shared previously. Participants are encouraged to follow up with specific agencies via 
follow-up calls and discussions. In addition, participants will be invited to elaborate 
on a common message of the IACG, taking into account its’ ToR. 
 
Moderated by UNECE (Claudia Kamke, Secretary, Working Group on Implementation, 
Industrial Accidents Convention, Environment Division) 

16:15-16:30 Presentations by request 

• The EPSC process safety fundamentals and review of an incident using an 
EPSC Learning sheet - Tijs Koerts, Operations Director EPSC 
 

Moderated by the OPCW (Rohan Perera, Consultant) 

16:30-16:45 Upcoming events and other matters 

Participants are invited to inform on any events or issues of potential interest to 
others 

• European Forum on Disaster Risk Reduction (EFDRR) (Matosinhos, Portugal, 
24-26 November 2021) and Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Bali, 
Indonesia, 23-28 May 2022); contributions by UNECE, UNDRR and others 
 

Moderated by the OPCW (Rohan Perera, Consultant) 

16:45-17:00 Closing of the meeting  
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Wrap up, take-away messages, next meeting host  
Li Zhao and Iryna Iarema, OPCW 
 
Moderated by the OPCW (Rohan Perera, Consultant)  
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Annex 2 
 

List of Participants  
 

No Name Organization  Title 

1.  Eleni 

PECHLIVANIDOU  

European Commission, Directorate 

General for European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

Operations (DG ECHO) 

Programme and Policy Officer 

(Eastern Neighbourhood - civil 

protection) 

2.  Krzysztof 

BRZOZOWSKI  

European Commission, DG INTPA, 

Unit G5 – Security Sector 

Seconded National Expert, Policy 

Officer on Security 

3.  Maureen WOOD European Commission, Joint 

Research Centre, Unit JRC.E.2 

Head of the Major Accident Hazards 

Bureau 

4.  Halshka GRACZYK  International Labour Organization, 

Labour Administration, Labour 

Inspection and Occupational Safety 

and Health (LABADMIN/OSH) 

Technical Officer, Occupational 

Safety 

5.  Marie-Ange 

BAUCHER 

Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, 

Environment, Health and Safety 

Division 

Administrator, Programme on 

Chemical Accidents   

6.  Bertrand 

DAGALLIER 

Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development,  
Environment, Health and Safety 

Division 

Principal Administrator 

7.  Iryna IAREMA Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 

Senior Programme Officer 

8.  Rohan PERERA Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 

Consultant 

9.  Li ZHAO Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 

Head of the International 

Cooperation Branch 
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10.  Saurabh BHANDARI Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 

Programme Officer 

11.  Anton MARTYNIUK Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 

Acting Head of Assistance and 

Protection Branch 

12.  Margherita 

FANCHIOTTI 

United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) / Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA) Joint Environment 

Unit 

Associate Expert 

13.  Claudia KAMKE Convention on the Transboundary 

Effects of Industrial Accidents, 

Environment Division, United 

Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) 

Environmental Affairs Officer 

14.  Max LINSEN United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

Consultant on environmental affairs 

for the EIB 

15.  Oliver WOOTTON UN Institute for Training and 

Research 

Specialist Chemicals and Waste 

Management Programme 

16.  Tijs KOERTS European Process Safety Centre 

(EPSC) 

Operations Director for the EPSC 

17.  David RUSSELL WHO Collaborating Centre for 

Public Health Management of 

Chemicals Incidents 

Head 

18.  Andrew BOWER United Nations Office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 

Programme Management Officer 
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Annex 3 

Overview of the IACG common themes  

(based on the outcomes of the 7th IACG meeting and Challenges ahead in the prevention, 
preparedness and response to industrial and chemical accidents from the Brochure on International 

efforts for industrial and chemical accidents prevention, preparedness and response, p. 29) 

1. Raising and maintaining awareness of the risks and costs of accidents at higher policy levels 
and making chemical accident prevention a political priority. 

2. Maintaining a high level of safety and avoiding complacency. 
3. Reinforcing work on the clean-up and recovery stage – if agencies have strong programmes 

in relation to the prevention, preparedness and response, the specific cleaning and recovery 
stages require more work. 

4. Addressing accidents in an integrated manner: at the community, municipal, regional and 
national levels and globally; and coordinating approaches across borders and across sectors. 

5. Addressing Natural Hazards Triggering Technological Accidents (Natech), in particular 
addressing needs for technical guidance on Natech risk assessment 

6. Identifying emerging issues in accidents prevention, preparedness and response (e.g., ageing 
of installations, modernisation of inspection systems, ownership change of hazardous 
installations, impacts of climate change, technological advancements and energy transitions) 

7. Supporting a greater involvement of the private sector in policy-making for accidents 
prevention, preparedness and response; increasing awareness of available guidance 
documents among industry and performing analyses of lessons learned. 

8. Investing in detection, alerting and surveillance of incidents to support early detection of 
accidents and inform the response efforts. Lesson learned and evaluation of lessons should 
be factored in when building the prevention, preparedness and response systems. 

9. Reinforcing the governance of risks by integrating more systematically focus on industrial 
accidents in the development of the strategic frameworks for risk reduction and resilience. 

https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/chemical-accidents/Brochure-International-efforts-for-industrial-and-chemical-accidents.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/chemical-accidents/Brochure-International-efforts-for-industrial-and-chemical-accidents.pdf

