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• The Ministerial Meeting served as a 
platform for UNECE member States to 
share experience and set long-term, 
systemic, and evidence-based visions 

• This year’s central message was clear -
humanity is facing not one but three 
mutually intertwined crises: the COVID-
19 pandemic, climate change, and a lack 
of adequate and affordable housing. 

UNECE Ministerial Meeting on Urban Development, 
Housing and Land Management, 6 and 7 October 2021
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Despite wide regional differences and broad development disparities across ECE member States, 
Ministers shared recurring themes and common issues that worsen the housing crisis

• Soaring housing and utility costs (energy, in particular)
• Housing supply shortages
• Inadequate planning and financing tools
• Low institutional capacities
• Lack of skills in the construction sector

Several countries highlighted the need for 
• Governments to play a greater role in housing delivery and financing to build back better
• Updating planning regulations and exploring innovative financing mechanisms to stimulate 

housing supply
• Freeing up underutilized land to improve accessibility to affordable land
• Increasing efforts to digitalize land administration systems. 

Key topics addressed by the governments at Ministerial Meeting
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#Housing2030 is a joint initiative of UNECE, Housing Europe and 
UN-Habitat

#Housing2030 focuses on solutions to the housing affordability crisis 
in the UNECE region, highlighting the need for strategic and 
coordinated policy reform to shape more effective housing systems.
Addresses four topics:

(1) Housing governance and regulation

(2) Access to finance and funding
(3) Access and availability of land for housing construction
(4) Climate-neutral housing construction and renovation

The study draws on the experience of over 100 researchers, 
policymakers, housing providers and advocates from across the ECE 
region and beyond. Over 70 case studies are presented

Launch of the #Housing2030 study: Effective policies for 
affordable housing in the UNECE region
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• Based on #Housing2030 study conclusions, the Action Plan was developed which identifies specific 
actions to tackle challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic, climate and housing emergencies in the 
region, city, neighbourhood and home.

• The key topics of the Regional Action Plan follow the aims set out in the Secretary General’s 
Policy note on post-COVID-19 world, which are:

1) Tackling inequalities and development deficiencies
2) Strengthening the capacities of local actors 

3) Pursuing a green, resilient and inclusive economic recovery.
The Action Plan sets out goals, targets and actions in two policy areas:

(a) Policy Area A: Cities, Neighbourhoods, Homes and Rural Life 

(b) Policy Area B: Sustainable Housing and Homes. 
Each Policy Area includes a series of specific policies, goals and targets for sustainable urban 
development and affordable housing in the UNECE region along with actions to achieve these. 

Place and Life in the UNECE: Regional Action Plan 2030
Endorsed by UNECE member States on 6 October 2021
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Place and Life in the UNECE: Regional Action Plan 2030
Sketches by Lord Forster
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Support to Committee activities 
through activities of the Geneva UN 
Charter Centres of Excellence
• Tirana, Albania

Housing policies, informal settlements
• Tallinn, Estonia

Housing management in countries with economies in transition
• Trondheim, Norway

KPI evaluation in 17 cities, Volunteer Local Reviews
• Glasgow, UK

Affordable & social housing
• York University,  Toronto, Canada

Addressing youth homelessness
• Geneva, Switzerland

Evidence–based policies
• Madrid, Spain (Foster Foundation)

Urban planning and design
• LIUC University, Cattaneo, Italy

Innovative financing



• Projects: “Post-COVID 19 recovery in the informal settlements 
in the ECE region” and “Smart Sustainable Cities for the 2030 
Agenda on Sustainable Development and the New Urban 
Agenda in the UNECE Region”

• Smart Sustainable City Profiles for 5 cities in Norway, including 
Trondheim, Alesund, Asker, Baerum and Rana; as well as for 
Nur-Sultan in Kazakhstan, Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan and Grodno 
in Belarus.

• In 2022, development of city profiles for Almaty in Kazakhstan, 
Tbilisi in Georgia and Montenegro in Podgorica. 

Smart Sustainable Cities and Post-COVID 19 recovery
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Second Forum of 
Mayors

The 2022 Forum of Mayors will be 
held on 4-5 April 2022 in Geneva
to link local and national actions in 
support of the achievement of the 
SDGs. 
The theme of the Forum of Mayors 
is in line with the overall topic of 
the High-Level Political Forum 
(HLPF) 2022: “Recovering from 
COVID-19 while advancing the 
implementation of the SDGs ...”

The Forum will be organized in 4 
sessions :
1. Built environment
2. Public and green spaces
3. Mobility and connectivity
4. The neighborhood /15-minute 
city



1. The Committee on Urban Development, Housing and Land Management held its eighty-second 
session on 6–8 October 2021. The report of the session is contained in document ECE/HBP/208. 
2. As part of its deliberations, the Committee endorsed adopted the programme of work of the 
Housing and Land Management Component of Housing, Land Management and Population 
Subprogramme for 2022, as contained in document ECE/HBP/2021/9.
3. The Executive Committee is invited to approve the above decision.

Draft Decision 
4. The Executive Committee hereby approves the programme of work of the Housing and Land 
Management Component of Housing, Land Management and Population Subprogramme for 2022, as 
contained in document ECE/HBP/2021/9.

Decisions relating to the Committee on Urban Development, 
Housing and Land Management
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Doris Andoni
Chair 
UNECE
13 I 12 I 2021
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