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(SEA) in Central Asia



• Project Duration: 09/2019 – 12/2021

• Implementing organizations: OSCE in

close collaboration with UNECE

• Beneficiary Countries:
• Kazakhstan

• Kyrgyz Republic

• Tajikistan

• Turkmenistan

• Uzbekistan

Project info

Donor: German Environment Agency (UBA) 

under the Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) 

Team: 2 international experts, 5 national experts



To strengthen national and regional capacities on Strategic Environmental

Assessment (SEA) as an essential tool for environmentally sustainable

economic development and as a means for addressing specific

environmental challenges, including climate change.

Project Objective

1. Awareness and competencies of

national authorities about benefits,

principles and procedures of SEA

2. Co-operation within and across

countries

3. Needs assessments and action plans

for establishing national SEA systems

in compliance with the SEA Protocol

Results



• Aarhus Centres Annual Meeting (Vienna, October 2019)

• Focus on public participation in EIA/SEA processes and 

engagement of Aarhus Centres in implementing the 

Espoo Convention and its SEA Protocol

Project activities – 2019/2020

• Study tour to Germany (1-6 December, 2019)

• 15 participants from Central Asia

• best practices of application of SEA in strategic planning 

process in Germany / exchange of experience

• Online workshop in Kazakhstan (14 December 2020)

• Presentation of the needs assessment report on SEA

• Preliminary discussion on the Action plan on further 

development of SEA system in Kazakhstan



Project activities – 2021

• Elaboration of Needs Assessments and Action Plans

• Concrete steps for raising national institutional capacities 

in applying SEA and for introducing SEA systems

• Online workshops in: 

• Tajikistan (17 March 2021)

• Uzbekistan (8 June 2021)

• Kyrgyz Republic (11 October 2021)

• Turkmenistan (14 October 2021)

• Final Regional Conference (10 November 2021)

• Presentation of the outcomes of needs assessment and 

action plans

• Promotion of the establishment of a regional network of 

experts and authorities involved in SEA



• Easy-to-memorize set of drawings 

focuses to a non-expert audience

• Aimed at raising awareness on key 

areas of their applications and basic 

obligations

• Explanation of functioning and benefits

Espoo Convention and Protocol on SEA 

Selected elements in pictures

• Available in English, Russian, Kazakh, 

Kyrgyz, Tajik, Uzbek, and Turkmen 

languages

www.osce.org/oceea/488110



SEA publication and video on the “Protocol on 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)” 

The material is available in English, Russian, Kazakh, Tajik, Uzbek and Turkmen languages  

The brochure:

• Introduces to the SEA procedure as set out in the Protocol with 

reference to its provisions.

• Presents benefits of SEA while rectifying misconceptions 

regarding this procedure. 

• Provides background information on the origins of SEA, and 

practical examples of the implementation of SEA. 

The video:

• is a short and visually attractive introduction to 

SEA as outlined in the UNECE Protocol on SEA. 

The video presents SEA process, its benefits and 

its potential as a tool for greening economies



Objective: to further support the establishment of effective national SEA 

systems and facilitate transboundary consultation in environmental impact 

assessment in Central Asia, as a contribution to sustainable economic 

development

Strengthening capacities and co-operation on Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) in Central Asia – Phase II
(planned project) 

Main activities:

1. Assistance for finalizing the legal reforms on SEA and on EIA, 

including in a transboundary context

2. Comprehensive capacity and institutional building (including SEA 

pilots)

3. Training-of-trainers course on effective implementation of SEA and 

EIA in a transboundary context



• Despite the different level of development of the SEA systems in Central Asia, 

the recent joint OSCE/UNECE project showed that all the countries in the 

region consider SEA as a feasible and effective tool for greening their 

economies and for planning infrastructure developments

Final Considerations

• Among the outcomes of the project, the Action Plans to develop SEA systems 

provide solid basis for further actions to promote application of SEA in Central 

Asia. Donors are invited to get familiar with the Action Plans and to consider 

allocating funds to implement all or some selected actions

• OSCE stands ready to continue its support to Central Asian countries in 

reforming their environmental assessment systems, in collaboration with the 

UNECE
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