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IAIA core messages

IAIA’S VISION 
A just and sustainable world for people and the 
environment.

IAIA’S VALUES 
• IAIA is committed to the promotion of sustainability 
• IAIA believes the assessment of environmental, social, economic, 

cultural, and health implications of proposals to be a critical contribution 
to sound decision-making processes and to equitable and sustainable 
development. 

• IAIA promotes the application of integrated and participatory 
approaches to impact assessment.

• We acknowledge that we have a duty of care to both present and future 
generations.
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• Infrastructure paradox: The developing world's infrastructure now needs replacement 
while the developing world needs next generation infrastructure now.

• A business-as-usual approach to infrastructure will no longer work: A new approach 
towards sustainability and human/community well being is required.

• Climate change will continue to challenge infrastructure development: Design and 
implementation must incorporate climate resilience and adaptation to ameliorate future 
climate change impacts.

• Incorporating biodiversity into infrastructure cannot continue to be overlooked: 
Planning to ensure the development of biodiversity elements within cities while 
protecting and connecting biodiversity elements outside of cities.

• New strengthened approaches to impact assessment of infrastructure are needed:
Allowing for rigid environmental and social controls while at the same time avoiding 
unnecessary delays in approvals for much needed infrastructure services.
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IAIA and SDG

- IAIA is fully committed to the promotion of sustainability, and the 
achievement of the SDG, through various forms of impact assessment

FIVE IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW

1.The global SDG framework will influence national development policies, programs, 
and projects.
2. Many countries are translating the SDGs into national policy frameworks. This offers 
great opportunities for the IA community to actively engage in this process.
3. Applying SDG targets will help make IA more objectives driven, rather than process-
or impacts-oriented.
4. IA will bring increased tangibility and practical meaning to SDG frameworks.
5. The private sector will find that using an SDG framework in their IAs helps them to 
manage their corporate risks and obligations, for example with respect to human rights.
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IAIA and SDG

- IAIA is fully committed to the promotion of sustainability, and the 
achievement of the SDG, through various forms of impact assessment

FIVE IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO

1. Use the global SDG framework to increase the relevance of IA as a planning 
foundation for national development policy, program, and project decisions.
2. …ensuring that SDG targets and indicators are used in decision- making processes.
3. Support the adoption or adaptation of IA guidelines to incorporate SDG, develop 
sector based IA guidelines aligned with the SDGs….
4. Translate SDG targets into criteria ...
5. Avoid being overly rigid or overly prescriptive: not all SDG targets are relevant for 
all contexts.
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IAIA and Climate Change

- The climate change formal IAIA position recognise the need for an increasing reliance on impact 
assessment processes, while major reductions in GHGs will require a massive transformation in 
infrastructure and unprecedented increases in renewable energy systems, affecting all cities and 
regions and their planning processes.

- Careful assessments of climate risks, impacts, and mitigation (both short and long-term) must 
be integral to high-level decision-making. These impacts will disproportionately affect fragile 
societies and vulnerable and indigenous peoples. IA also addresses conditions related to climate 
change that are a direct threat to the stability of the world’s financial and commercial systems 
and institutions. 
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IAIA and Climate Change

IAIA climate change action plan includes:

- Collaboration with UNFCCC and IUCN to champion the precautionary use of IA processes as essential 
climate change adaptation/mitigation tools

- Liaise with institutional investors, insurance industry and risk analysts, Environmental law organizations,  
Journalists and media professionals, Decision-making authorities and urban planners
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IAIA and COVID19 pandemic

- IAIA position sets the importance of a clear scrutiny of investment decisions and 
of policies, plans, programs, and projects, making the case for impact 
assessment and for its centrality to good decision making

- IAIA further expresses the concern that impact assessment is being seen by 
governments as slowing the rebuild of economies post-COVID. As the world 
begins to address global unemployment, economic uncertainty, and COVID-19 
recovery, the climate change emergency remains, with profound implications for 
human health, socio-economic well-being, and environmental quality. Assisting 
decision makers in managing those implications is part of IAIA's core mission to 
advance best practice and innovation in impact assessment.
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https://thinkbig.iaia.org/index.php?_zs=BgC3b&_zl=J5pq2

- Meaningful public participation
- Legal guardians for nature
- Growing approach into sustainable 

taxonomy (eg EU taxonomy) may 
change IA mindset (sustainable 
finances, NBS, circular economy, 
climate…)

- Trade-offs only acceptable if there 
are significant positive impacts 
and no net loss

- Need to modify the mind-set and 
the procedure



Maria R. Partidário, Past President, IAIA representative at UNECE Espoo Convention and Kiev Protocol



Maria R. Partidário, Past President, IAIA representative at UNECE Espoo Convention and Kiev Protocol

Rights of rivers
2017 Whanganui River became 
the first waterway in the world 
to get legal personhood

Two rivers in India have been 
declared legal entities, 
and Bangladesh gave all its 
rivers legal rights.

Legal guardians for nature, 
such as for children or for 
future generations

Earth Law or Ecocentric Law

https://edition.cnn.com/2017/03/22/asia/india-river-human/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bangladesh-landrights-rivers-idUSKCN1TZ1ZR
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Thank You


