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1 General economic trends 
1.1 Developments up to mid-2021 

For the reporting period 2020 to mid-2021, a key framework condition for the Swiss export industry – 
the euro exchange rate – was low but relatively stable. The euro exchange varied between 1.05 
CHF/EUR and 1.10 CHF/EUR. From a current perspective, this also looks set to continue in 2021 and 
2022. In January 2020 the USD/CHF exchange rate began at 0.97 CHF/USD, reached its low point in 
January 2021 at 0.89 CHF/USD and rose slightly to 0.91 by September 2021. The Swiss National 
Bank (SNB) will have to maintain its low interest policy to prevent the Swiss franc becoming too attrac-
tive as a safety haven currency. This policy is predominantly affecting the pension insurance system 
and small savers and makes investment in property disproportionately attractive, which carries the risk 
of a property boom. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the measures and restrictions imposed to tackle it also continued to 
have an impact on economic growth in Switzerland from 2020 to mid-2021. The sectors hardest hit 
include the restaurant industry, tourism, the events industry and the entire culture sector, which have 
seen their activities severely restricted or have even been forced to shut down temporarily. There has 
been a slump in demand in the air travel and public transport sectors. Most other sectors were also 
adversely affected by the mandatory work-from-home and mask-wearing regulations and other contact 
restrictions, with measures being relaxed or tightened depending on the coronavirus situation. Bottle-
necks and interruptions to global supply chains had a negative impact in various sectors during 2021. 
Construction-related sectors, such as electrical installation, kitchen appliances, etc., were also hit. 
Other sectors benefitted from the situation, including online retail, the DIY industry, renovation work, 
etc., which enjoyed a boom as a result of restrictions on going out and travel. In some cases, this led 
to a shortage of certain goods and price increases. Domestic demand for some tourism services, such 
as holiday apartments, camping site places and city tourism, increased sharply. However, this has 
only offset the loss of demand from foreign tourists to some extent and the situation differs greatly 
from region to region. Drastic restrictions were also imposed in the education sector at various times. 
Healthcare staff and the healthcare infrastructure have been put under severe pressure and pushed to 
their limit.  

From summer 2021, the protective measures began having a greater impact and case numbers also 
fell due to the time of year. In many sectors, the COVID certificate recognised by most states for per-
sons who have been vaccinated against coronavirus or who have recovered from it or tested negative 
also brought an improvement in the situation in Switzerland as many events could be held again, al-
beit on a smaller scale than before the pandemic. The relatively low Swiss vaccination rate compared 
with other European countries is slowing down the return to normal. There is scepticism over or oppo-
sition to vaccination amongst around a third of the Swiss population for reasons which are not always 
clear. Together with the onset of winter and the resultant change in people’s behaviour, this could lead 
to a rise in COVID case numbers which is currently difficult to estimate. This may result in tighter 
measures being imposed again to combat the pandemic, with negative economic consequences. 

The latest Swiss government estimates in October 2021 indicate that the direct costs of the pandemic 
thus far stand at CHF 39 billion and put the total economic cost at CHF 60 to 70 billion. 

In 2020, GDP fell by 2.5%. In 2019, it had grown slightly by 1.2%. This decline is nevertheless much 
less sharp than forecasts indicated at the height of the coronavirus pandemic. After the relaxation of 
measures since early March 2021, the Swiss domestic economy has recovered from the downturn in 
winter 2020–21 as experts predicted. After the reopening of shops, restaurants and businesses in the 
leisure and culture sectors, consumer spending rose sharply again. There has also been positive de-
velopment in terms of investment. In summer 2021, economic activity exceeded the pre-crisis level. 
Compared with other European countries, the Swiss economy has weathered the crisis well and is 
making a rapid recovery.  
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1.2 Outlook 

In their autumn forecast, the federal government’s economic experts forecast that GDP will rise by 
3.4% in 2021. It is then set to reach 3.6% from 2021 to 2022. However, global developments sound a 
note of caution. Supply shortages of raw materials, primary products and product groups, such as 
semiconductors, as well as much higher transport costs may hold back the recovery in industry. 

In the tourism sector, the large numbers of visitors from Asia are set to remain absent for some time, 
which particularly affects destinations like Lucerne and the Bernese Oberland that have tailored their 
services to this visitor segment in recent years. A shift towards domestic tourism and visitors from Eu-
rope and possibly the USA is anticipated, at least temporarily. Public transport services adversely af-
fected by the population’s coronavirus-related changes in mobility behaviour will also take some time 
to recover. Large investments scheduled for the coming years will nevertheless go ahead as planned 
before the pandemic. This will benefit the Swiss rolling stock industry and its suppliers, but also the 
construction sector. 

The outlook for the pharmaceutical industry – which strengthened various locations thanks to pre-pro-
duction for coronavirus vaccines – remains bright. The financial sector also emerged from the pan-
demic relatively unscathed. 

-> For more information, see: https://www.seco.admin.ch/seco/en/home.html 

2 Wood Resource Policy 2030 – Strategy, Objectives and Wood Action Plan 2021–2026 
(Summary) 

Summary 

Introduction: A third of Switzerland’s land area is covered by forest. One of the most important natu-
ral resources of the country grows here: the climate-neutral and renewable raw material wood. The 
forest management and wood harvesting are both done in a way which protects the eco-system and is 
sustainable. Fertiliser is not used in Swiss forests, which are predominantly natural, and wood is only 
harvested where it regrows. Wood remains the main source of income for the forestry enterprises. 

Positioning: The Wood Resource Policy forms a separate action programme which supports the ob-
jectives of the Forest, Climate and Energy Policy and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It 
falls within the global context of different megatrends and contributes to various sectoral policies of the 
Confederation. 

As the lead agency, the FOEN actively promotes cooperation with other federal agencies, the forestry, 
timber and energy wood sector, the cantons and other stakeholders promoting the use of Swiss wood. 

Vision: Wood will be a characteristic component of architecture and interior design in the future and 
will have a positive effect on quality of life. This will be driven by a sector which is committed to build-
ing a society based on renewable resources. Its operations are environmentally and socially compati-
ble, regionally rooted and nationally and internationally competitive. The wood from Swiss forests is 
used in full and reused repeatedly. 

Main objective: The Wood Resource Policy makes a major contribution to the objectives of the For-
est, Environment, Climate and Energy Policy and promotes the sustainable development of Switzer-
land. 

With its cooperative, sustainable and market-led approach, the sector is effectively developing the 
Swiss forestry and timber added value chain. 

Objectives: The Wood Resource Policy pursues three objectives: 

1. To increase the use of Swiss wood and wood-based products. 

2. To supply, process and use wood and wood-based products from Switzerland sustainably and in 
line with demand at all stages. 

3. To secure the competitiveness of the forestry, timber and energy wood industry through innovation. 

Wood Action Plan: The implementation programme for the resource policy is established for six more 
years and supports innovative projects which boost and develop the use of Swiss wood (Article 34a 

https://www.seco.admin.ch/seco/en/home.html
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and b Forest Act). It responds to current challenges, such as the increased incidence of damaged 
wood due to storms, drought and beetle infestation, by focusing on new areas of exploitation and use 
such as wood-based bioproduct plants. 

Priority areas: The focus of the Wood Action Plan is on the two priority areas of Swiss Wood Value-
Added Chain and Climate-Appropriate Buildings. The Wood Action Plan promotes communication pro-
jects on the two priority areas. Innovation forms an important element in implementation of the pro-
gramme. 

Organisation: The FOEN manages and controls the Wood Action Plan. An advisory committee com-
prising representatives of the forestry, timber and energy wood industry, other federal authorities, the 
cantons, nature conservation and environmental protection organisations, the property sector and 
communications provides guidance on strategic issues. A committee of experts assists with evaluation 
of project applications. 

(Source: FOEN) 

-> For more information, see: https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/forest/publications-studies/publications/wood-resource-pol-

icy.html 

3 Developments in forest products markets 

3.1 Overview and general trends 

The currency-related effects on the business activities of the Swiss forestry and timber industry, which 
have been at play for years, was mentioned at the beginning of the report. The Swiss forestry and tim-
ber industry has come through the coronavirus crisis relatively unscathed in comparative terms. Weak-
ness in foreign supply chains have boosted domestic demand for raw timber, sawnwood and semi-
finished timber products. Strong demand has enabled the forestry sector to increase its supply of 
roundwood. The bark beetle infestation peaked in 2020 after 2019’s record infestation. In combination 
with the persisting damp, cool weather conditions in summer 2021, this saw the situation ease and led 
to a fall in the amount of bark beetle wood. There were no large amounts of storm wood in Switzerland 
during the period under review 2020–21. 

Despite coronavirus-related restrictions, the Swiss timber industry’s production output in 2020 was 
maintained at a similar level to that in 2019 and it emerged relatively unscathed. Despite fears, there 
was no slump in building activity during the pandemic either. This was underpinned by a construction 
industry which has remained robust for years and the trend towards timber-framed construction and 
regionality. The origin of the wood sourced from sustainably managed forests and regional value-crea-
tion chains are strengths which the Swiss timber industry is increasingly taking advantage of. 

Low roundwood and sawnwood prices, caused by a glut of bark beetle and storm wood throughout 
Europe, were a cause for concern in 2020. The situation changed in 2021 and Swiss raw timber and 
sawnwood prices climbed again. A key factor was the real estate boom in the USA which has led to 
greater import of wood and timber products from Europe. This has also caused some degree of short-
age, delivery bottlenecks and price increases in Switzerland which is mainly reflected in timber materi-
als, but currently also in sawnwood to a lesser extent. 

A new, large-scale sawmill is currently under construction in Central Switzerland which is set to go into 
operation in spring 2023 with an initial cutting capacity of 135,000m3 a year which can be increased at 
a later stage. The use of two high-performance Quatro units with eight belt saws will provide very high 
cutting capacity while also achieving a high degree of flexibility in terms of cutting profiles and greater 
efficiency for sawnwood. 

The Swiss paper and cardboard industry was also hit by the pandemic in 2020. There was a sharp 
rise in demand for toilet paper at the beginning of the pandemic. The coronavirus-related shift to online 
shopping saw a rise in demand for cardboard packaging. Demand for raw wood from paper, card-
board and wooden composite board manufacturers stood at the same level as in previous years. 

257,000 tonnes of wood-energy pellets were produced in Switzerland in 2019 with domestic consump-
tion standing at 332,000 tonnes. 

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/forest/publications-studies/publications/wood-resource-policy.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/forest/publications-studies/publications/wood-resource-policy.html
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3.2 Outlook 

Forecasting the next few years for the forestry and timber industry has also become more difficult due 
to the greater economic and political uncertainty caused by the pandemic. However, from a current 
perspective, the forestry and timber industry has a major advantage in times of climate change and 
the increasing importance being attached to CO2-neutral, renewable, domestic wood as a raw, general 
and construction material. 

Construction activity is a key factor in demand for domestic timber, which is expected to weaken. How-
ever, this is offset by the increasing attractiveness of timber-framed construction, which has recently 
gained further ground. The expansion of the domestic production of glued wood components and the 
high degree of digitalisation in Swiss timber-framed construction in terms of planning and production 
point to this ( initiative Forest & Wood 4.0). This can be further expanded and helps to offset the high 
location costs in Switzerland at least to some extent. A high degree of flexibility and the capability to 
handle smaller orders at competitive prices will remain a strength of Swiss wood-processing compa-
nies over the coming years. 

More dry summers causing increasing forced use of timber and falls in the quality of the timber har-
vested continue to hang over the forestry industry like the Sword of Damocles. Climate change may 
mean a change in the wood assortments that make up the harvest. The exchange rate – i.e. a 
strengthening of the Swiss franc against the euro and US dollar – is another major remaining risk fac-
tor for development prospects. 

 

3.3 Excellence in Swiss timber construction 

 

Fagus Suisse – high-quality timber components from Swiss beech 

Fagus Suisse can look back on a first, successful year of production in autumn 2021. The recently 
founded company is well connected and its innovative, high-performance components made of Swiss 
beech are increasingly being used in static, highly demanding timber support structures. Architects 
and timber construction firms appreciate the filigree design of timber support structures made possible 
by Fagus Suisse’s timber components. This further improves the competitiveness of wood against 
concrete and steel. Fagus Suisse can extend its raw materials basis and expand its range of products 
through the use of ash and oak. A capital increase in spring 2021 was successful. The currently rented 
production facility at Les Breleux in the canton of Jura is to be purchased at the turn of the year 2021–
22. 

Further information: https://www.fagussuisse.ch 

 

Swiss timber-framed construction is world-leading and gaining market share 

The share of timber construction continues to grow, particularly in the area of multi-storey residential 
buildings right up to large-scale constructions in wood. Building with wood is back in fashion: the num-
ber of planning permission applications for apartment blocks mainly made of wood has more than dou-
bled since 2005. Wood as a building material has received a boost from new fire safety regulations, 
lower production costs, short construction times with less inconvenience for residents and through the 
quality that can be achieved through extensive prefabrication with clearly structured work processes in 
enclosed halls. In high-density building, when adding on to existing buildings, the weight advantages 
of wood as a building material are naturally a factor. The increasingly visible appearance of wood as a 
building material is acting as a catalyst in this development.    

The Prix Lignum, which is awarded every three years, plays a key role in raising the profile of the im-
portance of domestic and renewable wood as a building material and of the quality of buildings real-
ised in wood. Once again in the 2018 competition, the prize recognises a broad range of very different 
wooden structures, from a small garden pavilion to large residential complexes and industrial build-
ings. Even for Switzerland’s internationally-renowned star architects, being involved in modern timber 

https://www.wh40.ch/
https://www.fagussuisse.ch/
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construction is now de rigeur and has become a must. This development is thanks in no small part to 
the Prix Lignum. 

Load-bearing building components are increasingly being replaced successfully with glued beech-
wood. In this way, building components made from energy-intensive steel and concrete can be re-
placed by those made from renewable, domestic beechwood, which require significantly less energy 
to process. Interest in such heavy-duty components made from beechwood is growing, but the corre-
sponding production capacities in Switzerland still need to be developed. Efforts in this area are under 
way. The cost-effective, industrial fabrication of glued, high-performance construction components 
made from domestic beechwood is technically demanding, however, and requires significant invest-
ment. If these efforts are successful, the share of sales of the most important type of hardwood in 
Switzerland can be strengthened in sales channels with high added value. At present, a disproportion-
ately large proportion of high-quality beechwood has to be used to generate energy or is exported at 
low prices to Italy and Asia. 

Timber construction is the most successful area of the Swiss forestry-wood chain and is internationally 
renowned. This is also supported by the research activity at the two Swiss federal institutes of technol-
ogy in Zurich and Lausanne, the Swiss Federal Laboratories for Material Science and Technology 
(Empa) and the universities of applied sciences. The digitalisation of design and construction of build-
ings and building components, and the robotic production of complex structures have reached a high 
standard in Switzerland and are rapidly being developed. This research is carried out in close cooper-
ation with the timber construction sector. However, the success in research and in the timber construc-
tion sector does not fully penetrate, and only slowly, through to forestry and the first stage of produc-
tion – sawmills. Nevertheless, production capacity for glulam timber sections is also being increased in 
Switzerland due to the high demand. But significant quantities of glulam components will have to be 
imported from Austria and Germany for a few years yet. They will be produced partly from previously 
exported Swiss roundwood. 
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3.3.1 Example 1: Residential development in Maiengasse Basel, canton of Basel-Stadt. 

Fig. 1 The courtyard provides a space where people can meet and chat. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Muster Frey) 

 

Fig. 2 View from Maiengasse of the façade and into the courtyard. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Muster Frey)
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Fig. 3 The apartment entrances on the ground floor are set apart from the public courtyard area by a plat-
form. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Muster Frey) 
 
Residential development in Maiengasse, Basel, canton of Basel-Stadt – meeting space  

The development’s main building complex adopts the U-shaped, open courtyard position opposite 
Maiengasse of the commercial building which previously stood on the site, creating a meeting place 
for its residents in a modern interpretation of a rear courtyard in the middle of the city of Basel. All 
ground-floor apartments have a garden seating area in the green zone which surrounds the main 
building complex on three sides. A further building in the adjacent row of houses on Hebelstrasse is 
added to the main building complex. Great emphasis was placed on high-quality, sustainable materi-
als and meticulously designed details. (EJB) 

• Year of construction: 2018 

• Client:   Immobilien Basel-Stadt, Basel 

• Architect:   Esch Sintzel GmbH, Architekten ETH BSA SIA, Zurich 

• Engineering:  EBP Schweiz AG, Zurich 

• Timber construction: Husner AG Holzbau, Frick 

• Dimensions: 
– Number of buildings 2 
– Floors 3 
– Number of basement floors 1 
– Number of apartments 55 with 1½ to 6½ rooms 
– Number of workplaces 6 
– Parking spaces 42 

• Timber used:  Pressure-treated spruce in the external area, larch for the windows 

• Award:   Prix Lignum 2021 Gold / 1st place North region  
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3.3.2 Example 2: Agricultural centre in St Gallen – new-build conference centre in Salez in 
the canton of St Gallen. 

Fig. 4 The new conference centre set against the magnificent backdrop of the mountains in the 
Rhine Valley. 
 
Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Serena Wirz, Zurich) 

Fig. 5 The façades feature fine details. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Serena Wirz, Zurich)  
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Fig. 6 View from the veranda looking out over the Rhine Valley landscape. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Serena Wirz, Zurich) 
 
Agricultural centre in St Gallen – new-build conference centre in Salez – light and space 
 
With floor space of around 900m², the L-shaped new-build conference facility of the agricultural centre 
in Salze in the canton of St Gallen provides space for training rooms and accommodation with 27 dou-
ble bedrooms. It is an agricultural conference centre serving the entire St Gallen region. The design is 
a low-tech pilot project which deliberately avoids complex building technology, has reduced energy re-
quirements and uses a simple, durable timber construction with clear architectural language. The ar-
chitecture contrasts with the magnificent backdrop of the mountains in the St Gallen Rhine Valley. The 
building uses a woodchip-fired district heating system and a roof-mounted photovoltaic installation. 
(EJB) 

• Client:    Hochbauamt des Kanton St. Gallen 

• Year of construction:  2019 

• Architecture:   Andy Senn Architekt BSA SIA, St. Gallen 

• Timber construction engineering: Merz Kley Partner AG, Altenrhein 

• Timber construction:  Blumer-Lehmann AG, Gossau 

• Costs:    CHF 31.3 million  

• Award:    Prix Lignum 2021 Silver  
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3.3.3 Example 3: Renovation and addition of a floor to a residential building in Vevey in the 
canton of Vaud. 

Fig. 7 The renovated building, with an additional floor, blends harmoniously into the district. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Joel Tettamanti) 

Fig. 8 Details of the windows and canopies. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Joel Tettamanti)  
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Fig. 9 The interior of the additional floor. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Joel Tettamanti) 

 

Renovation and addition of a floor to a residential building in Vevey – harmoniously blended into the 
district 

 

The 19th century residential building, which is characteristic of the district on the outskirts of the historic 
centre of Vevey, has been renovated with great sensitivity for the historic building fabric while an addi-
tional floor has also been added. The addition of a floor using timber has slightly increased the devel-
opment’s compactness. The additional floor harmoniously embraces the appearance, structure and 
colour of the older building’s wooden canopies and blends well into the ensemble and the district. 
(EJB) 

• Client: Private 

• Year of construction: 2019 

• Architect: Rapin Saiz Architectes, Vevey 

• Timber construction engineer: Ratio Bois Sàrl, Cuarny 

• Timber construction: Burgy Sàrl, Denges 

• Award: Prix Lignum 2021 Bronze 
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3.3.4 Example 4: Headquarters of the Swatch-Omega Group in Biel-Bienne in the canton of 
Bern. 

Fig. 10 The imposing building of the Swatch-Omega headquarters defines the eastern part of 
Biel/Bienne. 
 

(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Nicolas Grosmond) 
Fig. 11 View of the support structure of the office building during construction. Each of the tim-
ber construction elements is unique. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Philipp Zyniker)
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Fig. 12 The office floors are systematically arranged in the vast timber-framed hall. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Didier Boy de la Tour) 
The headquarters of the Swatch-Omega Group in Biel-Bienne in the canton of Bern – a new opera-
tional hub with a spectacular architectural design for a global company 

The new headquarters of the Swatch-Omega Group, which makes watches and jewellery, and the 
Omega Museum is one of Switzerland’s biggest and most spectacular timber-framed buildings and 
defines the entire district. It was constructed on the site of a former garden nursery whose established 
tree population was partly incorporated into the park around the building. From the roof of an ordinary, 
rectangular, multi-storey building with dimensions of 80 x 167 x 28 metres on Nicolas-Hayek-Strasse – 
a street named after the company’s founder – the vast, white office building with its semi-circular de-
sign snakes to the east in an S-shaped sweep over the street and into the park. 

The audacious, cantilever, spherically curved timber construction consists of 4,600 timber construction 
elements of different sizes. They were assembled using a connector system. The building’s surface is 
divided into a diagonal grid with intermittent windows and balconies. The individual areas differ in size 
and form, which made the calculations for and implementation of the timber construction extremely 
complex and placed tremendous demands on the roof structure. Offices and other rooms are system-
atically arranged within this shell. The third timber-framed building – the Omega factory – is located on 
the western part of the site and has been in operation since 2017. (EJB) 

 

• Client:   The Swatch Group Ltd, Georges Nicolas Hayek, Biel-Bienne BE 

• Years of construction: 2013 to 2019 

• Architecture:  Shigeru Ban Architects Europe, Shigeru BAN, Paris in  
    cooperation with Itten+Brechbühl AG, Jan Stöcker, Basel 

• Timber construction engineer: SJB Kempter Fitze , Frauenfeld 

• Timber construction:  Blumer Lehmann, Gossau SG 

• Timber used:   1997m3 Swiss spruce 

• Costs:    approx. CHF 150 million  

• Award:    Prix Lignum 2021 1st place Central region  
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3.3.5 BLS’s locomotive shed at Zweisimmen station in the canton of Bern. 

Fig. 13 The shed’s sleek elegance makes a striking impression on the edge of the Zweisimmen 
railway station site. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Thomas Telley) 

Fig. 14 The interior’s rigid structure creates a sacral ambiance. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Thomas Telley © photographer: Luis Asin)  
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BLS locomotive shed at Zweisimmen railway station – a railway building of sleek elegance 

 

The sleek, clearly structured functional building provides secure storage for locomotives used to clear 
snow during the winter. It is part of a CHF 60-million project to renew Zweisimmen railway station. The 
building stands on the modified foundation of a previous structure. The building shell, which is not 
thermally insulated, is supported by three-hinged composite lumber arches set five metres apart. This 
structure provided by the composite lumber arches gives the interior a sacral ambiance. (EJB) 

• Client:    BLS Netz AG, Bern 

• Year of construction:  2019 

• Architect:    ASP Architekten AG, Bern 

• Timber construction engineering: Indermühle Bauingenieure GmbH, Thun BE 

• Timber construction:  Zimmerei Chaletbau Schletti AG, Zweisimmen BE 

• Dimensions:   Length 50m, width 6m, height 6.7m 

• Timber used:    Spruce 

• Award     Prix Lignum 2021 Acknowledgment Central region 
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3.3.6 Example 6: New-build, timber-framed office block of Ku ̈ng in Alpnach in the canton of 
Obwalden 

Fig. 17 The striking design stands out on the operational site. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Rasumus Norlander) 

 

Fig. 16 The oak canopies and the blackened, oiled metal railings blend harmoniously. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Rasumus Norlander)  
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Fig. 17 The spacious entrance hall with a large fireplace. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Rasumus Norlander) 
 
New-build, timber-framed office block of Küng in Alpnach – a highly distinctive design with great aura 
and charm 

 

The office building’s façade is finely structured with oak canopies and filigree railings of oiled, black-
ened metal. This gives the building a striking appearance. The projecting canopies provide shade 
when the sun is high in the sky and act as a wood-protecting design element. The four-storey timber-
framed building is constructed around a core of exposed concrete with a staircase, lift shaft, wash-
rooms and installations. A large fireplace is the main feature of the entrance hall on the ground floor. 
The 42cm-thick solid wood walls consists of crosswise layers of wood connected with beech dowels. 
This pure-wood system does not require additional heat insulation and has a high heat storage capac-
ity, but involves the use of a relatively large amount of wood. (EJB) 

• Client:   Küng Holzbau AG, Stephan Küng, Alpnach 

• Year of construction: 2020 

• Architect:   Seiler Linhart Architekten, Lucerne 

• Project management: Raphael Wiprächtiger, Lucerne 

• Timber construction: Küng Holzbau AG, Alpnach OW 

• Timber used:   Spruce for the timber construction and oak for the canopies 
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3.3.7 Example 7: Gasthaus-Hotel Hergiswald in Kriens in the canton of Lucerne 

Fig. 18 The Baroque church of pilgrimage and the new timber-framed building form a harmoni-
ous ensemble. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographers: Christian Kathreiner and Martin Wittwer) 

 
Fig. 19: The timber-framed building stands partly on a concrete base and partly on the incorpo-
rated basement with the pilgrimage room of the previous building. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographers: Christian Kathreiner and Martin Wittwer)  
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Fig. 20 The event hall’s panelled ceiling covered with blue silk damask can be seen glowing 
from outside at night. The view from the windows extends as far as the city and lake of Lu-
cerne. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographers: Christian Kathreiner and Martin Wittwer) 

Gasthaus-Hotel Hergiswald – Baroque and modern design combined in timber 

The new-build development of the Gasthaus-Hotel Hergiswald in the direct vicinity of the significant 
Baroque Hergiswald church of pilgrimage sets a high standard in terms of design and materials used. 
A first section with a flat, slightly forbidding concrete structure slightly above the former building was 
met with widespread and harsh criticism. The appointment of the well-known architect Gion A. 
Caminada proved the turning point. An elegant, empathetic timber design was put forward for the sec-
ond section which met with approval and was then built. 

The traditional log-construction design using Douglas fir from the region stands on the site of the dry-
stone walls of the pilgrimage room of its predecessor structure but has a continuous concrete founda-
tion to relieve the burden on the old masonry walls. It stands directly on this foundation in the new con-
crete parts of the basement floor. On the ground and first floors, large windows create a connection 
between the restaurant and event hall and the surrounding countryside, establishing a sense of affinity 
with the church of pilgrimage. The panelled ceiling covered with blue silk damask in the event hall is 
another remarkable feature. The pilgrimage room in the basement incorporated from the previous 
building provides a space for reflection. (EJB) 

• Client:     Max Felchlin AG, Albert Koechlin Stiftung AKS,  
      Lucerne 

• Year of construction:   2019 

• Architects:    Meili Peter & Partner Architekten AG und Gion A. 
      Caminada, Vrin G 

• Timber construction:   Tschopp Holzbau AG, Hochdorf 

• Timber construction engineering: Pirmin Jung Schweiz AG, Rain LU und Conzett 
      Bronzini Partner, Chur 

• Timber used:    400m3 Douglas fir from the region cut into 180 
      heat-insulating wall, ceiling and roof components, 46  

uninsulated roof components, walnut for parts of the 
interior 
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3.3.8 Example 8: Ferme Pommier/Théâtre Le douze dix-huit in Grand-Saconnex, canton of 
Geneva. 

Fig. 21 View of the front of the renovated farmhouse with the restored theatre building in a 
modern, urban development. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Daniela et Tonatiuh) 

Fig. 22 Front with the entrance and foyer of the theatre building next to the listed farmhouse. 
 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Daniela et Tonatiuh)  
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Fig. 23 The side and back of the theatre building with the emergency exits. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Andrea Calanchini) 

 

Ferme Pommier/Théâtre Le douze dix-huit – farmhouse and cultural centre in an urban setting 

As part of the renovation and redevelopment of a listed farmhouse into a cultural and community cen-
tre for various activities, a new, small 100-seat theatre available to schools was built in the Grand-Sa-
connex suburb of Geneva between Geneva main railway station and the airport. 

The elegant building with a gabled roof is slightly offset next to the farmhouse constructed in the style 
typical of the Geneva region with a hipped roof. The entrance protected by a canopy roof is made of 
concrete whereas wood is used for the theatre itself. The finely structured dark façades on a low con-
crete base are reminiscent of a simple, wooden barn. (EJB) 

 

• Client:    Commune de Grand-Saconnex GE 

• Year of construction:  2017–19 

• Architecture:   Calanchini Greub Architectes Sàrl, Geneva 

• Timber construction engineering: ESM Ingénierie SA, Genève 

• Timber construction:  Consortium: Ateliers Casa, Petit-Lancy (theatre) und 
      Duret SA, Thônex GE (farmhouse) 

• Dimensions:   Plot size 3,978m2 
      Floor space 2,136m2 
      Building volume 8,152m3 

• Costs:    CHF 12.4 million (overall project) 

• Award:     Prix Lignum 2021 Acknowledgement West region 
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3.3.9 Example 9: Redevelopment and new build of the Landenberghaus cultural centre in 
Greifensee in the canton of Zurich 

 

Fig. 24 The Landenberghaus marks the lakeside end of the municipality’s historic centre. The 
reworked medieval stonework can be recognised on the gable-end façade. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Beat Bühler Zurich) 

Fig. 25 Installation of the roof beams. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Beat Bühler Zurich) 
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Fig. 26 Interior view with the incorporated medieval stonewall reworked with hewn sandstone. 

(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Beat Bühler Zurich) 
New-build Landenberghaus – cultural centre by the lake for various activities 

The Landenberghaus, constructed in 1969 in Greifensee in Zurich, has become a well-established in-
terregional centre of social and political life over the years. Structural shortcomings and a lack of infra-
structure resulted in a proposal for a redevelopment/rebuild project being put forward with a new hall, 
additional facilities, club rooms and a bistro by the lake. The sensitive, historical environment with 
listed buildings, the added historical vicarage, the remains of a medieval stonewall as well as the prox-
imity to the lake were all factors that had to be considered.  

By adjusting the building shell lines to those of the built-on, former vicarage, the building volume was 
expanded to meet the requirements. The preparation rooms for the artists, an office kitchen, club 
rooms and various technical stage equipment were relocated to the adjoining vicarage. Greater em-
phasis was placed on acoustics for the popular chamber music concerts and theatre performances 
held at the venue. A mobile, modular stage meets the requirements of various types of performance. 
(EJB) 

 

• Client:    Commune of Greifensee, canton of Zurich 

• Year of construction:  2019 

• Architecture:   horisberger wagen architekten gmbh, Zurich 

• Timber construction engineering: dsp Ingenieure & Planer AG, Uster ZH 

• Timber construction:  Jampen Holzbau, Hittnau ZH/neue Holzbau AG, Lungern OW 

• Timber used:   Fir for the support structure, ash for the interior 

• Dimensions:   Floor space: 2,032m² 
      Building volume: 7,855m³ 

• Costs:    CHF 11.7 million  

• Award:    Prix Lignum 2021 2nd place North region  
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3.3.10 Example 10: New building for a cross-country skiing training centre at Campra, 
Olivone in the canton of Ticino 

Fig. 27 The skiing centre amidst the forest set in magnificent mountain scenery. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Tonaituh Ambrosetti) 

Fig. 28 The support system structures the south façade, giving it a remarkable appearance. 
(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Tonaituh Ambrosetti)  
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Fig. 29 The restaurant furniture is made of Ticino chestnut wood. 

(Image source: © Prix Lignum, photographer: Tonaituh Ambrosetti) 
 
Campra training centre – minimalistic timber design in a harsh mountain environment 

 

The mountain river and moorland landscape in Bleniotal on the south side of the Lukmanier Pass is of 
national importance. At an altitude of 1,500 metres, the mountain plateau is ideal for cross-country ski-
ing due to conditions in winter and has an extensive network of pistes. In 2012, the ‘Centro Sci Nor-
dico’ launched an architectural competition to design a replacement building for the ski centre with a 
restaurant and accommodation. The winning design was then built. 

The clearly structured, minimalist timber construction on the Lukmanier Pass road sits on a base level 
made of concrete with infrastructure and technical rooms which supports the load with micropiles 
driven into the moorland soil. It has 79 single, double and multiple-bed rooms in winter – which can be 
extended into up to 118 accommodation places in summer – a restaurant and a multifunctional hall. 
The fitness room is housed on a third floor on the western side of the building. 

The support structure, partition walls and the flooring mainly consist of XLAM wooden panels. The 
roof, also made out of XLAM panels, protrudes over the façades providing a wood-protecting design 
feature. The partition walls extending out over the fronts of the rooms on the north and south sides 
mark the boundaries of the rooms’ sun-protected terrace areas. The entire timber support system can 
be disassembled and reassembled at another location, providing a resource-saving option. (EJB) 
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• Client:    Centro Sci Nordico Campra SA 

• Year of construction:  2017 to 2019 

• Architecture:   Durisch + Nolli Architekten, Massagno TI 

• Timber construction engineering: Reali e Guscetti Studio d’Ingegneria, Ambrì TI Borlini & Zanini 
      Montagnola TI 

• Timber construction:  Veragouth SA, Bedano TI 

• Timber used:   Support structure: TXLAM wood panels, 180mm-thick  
      made from European fir 
      Façade cladding: Siberian larch 20mm × 60mm 
      Wood volume: 690m³ 

• Dimensions:   Usable area: 22,100m² 
      Building volume: 7,500m³ 

• Costs:    CHF 8.1 million  

• Label:    Minergie 

• Award:    Prix Lignum 2021 2nd place, North region 

 

-> For more information, see: https://prixlignum.ch 

http://www.apple.com/de/
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4 Roundwood: sawlogs, pulpwood and fuelwood 

4.1 Developments up to mid-2021 

The level of damage caused by the bad weather in 2018 which saw extensive storm damage in Swit-
zerland – in particular the large amount of bark beetle wood – fell significantly in 2020 and 2021. The 
unusually cool, wet weather conditions in spring/summer 2021, which significantly reduced the summer 
drought stress on the forests, was a contributory factor. In contrast to other European countries, there 
was no extensive storm damage in Switzerland during the period under review from 2020 to mid-2021. 
The situation in relation to the amount of bark beetle wood also improved. 

At 4.80 million m3, the volume of wood harvested in 2020 was 4% more than in 2019 despite the signif-
icant decline in the amount of bark beetle wood. The 2020 volume stands at the average level for the 
period 2015 to 2017, as did the figure for 2019. 64.7% of the timber harvested in 2020 came from for-
ests under public ownership, mainly communes, while 35.3% was from private forests. From a current 
perspective, a further increase in the amount of timber harvested is expected in 2021 in view of more 
attractive incentives for forest owners due to rising timber prices and strong demand. 

The increase differs significantly between timber assortment types. The volume of sawlogs harvested – 
the main assortment in Swiss forests – rose by 5.2% to 2.31 million m3 from 2019 to 2020, while the 
amount of industrial wood increased by 9% to 0.55 million m3 and that of energy wood by 1.6% to 1.94 
million m3. In 2020, wood chips accounted for 64% of energy wood and logs for 36%. 

 

 
Fig. 32 – Wood harvest in Switzerland 1992 – 2020 in m3 

 

4.2 Timber assortments and price trends 

In 2020, softwood accounted for 70.1% of the wood harvest and hardwood for 29.9%. 48.1% of the to-
tal volume was sawlogs, 11.4% industrial wood and 40.5% energy wood. Exports of softwood fell in 
2019 to 345,000m3 which is 24.8% less than in 2018 at 459,000m3 while imports were also down by 
22.7% at 58,000m3 compared with 75,000m3 in the previous year. 

The sawmills were generally well supplied with raw wood during the period under review. In view of in-
creasing compulsory usage, the supply of fresh, high-quality softwood sawlogs became tighter over the 
course of the year and in 2020. Only 1.6% more energy wood was harvested in 2020 than in the previ-
ous year at 1.944 million m3. 
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Fig. 33 – Price index for sawlogs, 2001–2020 (Sep. to Oct. 2015  = 100) 

(Source: Swiss Federal Statistical Office) 

 

The price index for softwood sawlogs fell from 102.0 index points during the survey period January to 
February 2020 to 100.8 index points during the survey period May to June 2021. For hardwood, it 
climbed from 99.2 index points to 100.7 index points during the same period. The price index for indus-
trial wood fell sharply from 104.7 to 99.3 index points. A slight fall was recorded for energy wood from 
101.2 to 99.7 index points. 

 

-> For more information, see: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/prices/producer-prices-import-prices/producer-
prices.assetdetail.18824304.html 

 

 
Fig. 34 – Price index for industrial wood (pulp wood) and for energy wood, 2001-2020 (Sep-Oct 
2015 = 100) 

(Source: Swiss Federal Statistical Office)  
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4.3 Economic situation of the forestry sector 

Public forestry operations manage 71% of Switzerland’s productive forest area. Despite considerable 
cost-reduction efforts, the operating results of the Swiss forestry sector improved in 2017. The corre-
sponding data were collected via a test network of 160 forest enterprises distributed across Switzerland 
in the forest regions of the Jura, the Central Plateau, the Prealps and the Alps. 

The 660 statistically recorded Swiss forestry companies achieved total revenue of CHF 525 million in 
2020. This revenue contrasts with expenditure of CHF 569 million. This meant a shortfall of CHF 44 
million which is CHF 3 million more than in 2019. 

The outlook for 2020 and 2021 suggests the coronavirus crisis has also had an impact on forestry com-
panies. 

 
-> For more information, see: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/statistiken/land-forstwirtschaft/forstwirtschaft/tbn.assetde-
tail.16864383.html 

 

4.4 Wood energy 

In 2020, total end consumption of energy sources fell by 10.6% compared to 2019 to 747,400 TJ. The 
sharp decline in aviation fuel (62.2%), petrol (11.4%) and diesel (5.2%) reflect the impact of the pan-
demic-related restrictions on travel and in the tourism sector as well as two lockdowns with mandatory 
work-from-home restrictions. The warmer weather conditions than in the previous year also contributed 
to the overall fall in energy consumption for heating in 2020. The consumption of wood energy in 2020 
was just 3.5% down on 2019 at 39,500 TJ. The share of wood energy in lower overall energy con-
sumption rose from 4.9% in 2019 to 5.3% in 2020. 

The production and sales of wood energy pellets in Switzerland rose in 2020. 270,000 tonnes of wood 
energy pellets were produced in Switzerland in 2020, which is 5% up on 2019. Sales stood at 344,000 
tonnes, which is around 4% more than in the previous year. The import of pellets remained at the previ-
ous year’s level at around 76,000 tonnes. There was an even greater increase in wood pellet heating 
systems. The highest growth was recorded by systems with output of 13 to 20kW, which are usually 
installed in single-family houses, as well as 100 to 350kW systems used in apartment buildings or de-
velopments. By contrast, demand for oil-based heating systems fell. 

(Source: FOEN) 

 
-> For more information, see: https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/supply/statistics-and-geodata/energy-statistics/overall-en-
ergy-statistics.html and https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/versorgung/statistik-und-geodaten/energiestatistiken/teilstatis-
tiken.html#kw-98126 

 

Two large-scale, wood-fired power stations went into operation in 2019 in Basel and Sisseln. No similar 
large-scale projects were commissioned during the period under review from 2020 to mid-2021. 

The ‘Agro Energiezentrum’ in Küssnacht am Rigi began operations in 2021. This uses residual wood 
from a neighbouring sawmill to generate electricity for 8,000 households, heat for 6,000 households 
and for the sawmill’s drying chambers as well as 25,000 tonnes of wood energy pellets a year. 

A wood-fired heat power station is currently under construction in Frauenfeld which will generate wood 
gas from residual wood through a thermochemical process at 850°C. The wood gas will be used to 
generate electricity for 8,000 households in four large combustion engines with generators. Some of 
the waste heat will be used in the neighbouring sugar factory, while some will be fed into the Frauen-
feld district heating system. The organic charcoal produced during the process will be used for soil im-
provement in agriculture, as a fodder supplement and as active carbon in drinking water treatment. 
This wood-fired power plant with fuel efficiency of up to 92% is scheduled to go into operation in sum-
mer 2022. 

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/statistiken/land-forstwirtschaft/forstwirtschaft/tbn.assetdetail.16864383.html
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/statistiken/land-forstwirtschaft/forstwirtschaft/tbn.assetdetail.16864383.html
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/supply/statistics-and-geodata/energy-statistics/overall-energy-statistics.html
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/supply/statistics-and-geodata/energy-statistics/overall-energy-statistics.html
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/versorgung/statistik-und-geodaten/energiestatistiken/teilstatistiken.html#kw-98126
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/de/home/versorgung/statistik-und-geodaten/energiestatistiken/teilstatistiken.html#kw-98126
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During the period under review, the canton of Solothurn published a new wood energy concept for the 
period 2020 to 2029. This updates previous wood energy concepts and shows that wood energy po-
tential has not yet been exhausted in the canton of Solothurn. 107,000m3/year of forestry, residual and 
landscape conservation wood are currently being used to generate energy in the canton of Solothurn. 
This figure could rise by a further 77,0000m3/year by 2029. It also outlines measures to promote wood 
energy and sets out the actors responsible at communal, cantonal and federal level. 

 
-> For more information, see: https://so.ch/fileadmin/internet/vwd/vwd-awa/Energiefachstelle/_pdf/Holzener-
giekonzept_Kt._SO_2020.pdf 

 

4.5 Certified forest and forest products 

4.5.1 FSC and PEFC certification 

Approximately 0.65 million ha of Swiss forest (i.e. 51% of the total forest area) was certified in 2014. Of 
these certified areas, more than the half have both FSC and PEFC certification. Of the timber har-
vested in Switzerland in 2014, 66% was certified. The corresponding data were not surveyed from 
2015 since the revision of the Swiss forestry statistics. 

At present, over 900 companies operating at all levels in the timber processing sector hold a certificate. 
In contrast to the situation in the forestry sector, the majority of these companies hold only the FSC 
certificate. Thus, the Swiss wholesale distributors, which also hold a significant share of the market in 
the DIY sector, are FSC-certified. 30% hold both the FSC and PEFC certificate. At present there are no 
companies in Switzerland that are solely PEFC-certified. 

In 2009 a national certification standard, which forms the basis of certification for FSC and PEFC in 
Switzerland, was introduced by both label organisations. However, this harmonisation is criticised to-
day as the competition between the private labels is disappearing as a result of its introduction. 

The main driving forces for certification in Switzerland are the DIY sector and the demand for certified 
paper products. However, the sellers of certified wood cannot demand a higher price (‘green pre-
mium’). Thus, the market does not compensate for the additional costs incurred in certification. For this 
reason, certification is a contentious issue in the forestry and timber sector. 

4.5.2 ‘Herkunftszeichen Schweizer Holz’ (label of origin) 

The origin of the wood is not declared under the FSC and PEFC certification systems. In 2009 the for-
estry and timber industry introduced a new label (‘Herkunftszeichen Schweizer Holz’, HSH). It is man-
aged by LIGNUM, the Swiss timber sector umbrella organisation. Its main purpose is to show and 
prove the Swiss origin of the timber products.  

 

The intention here is to raise the awareness of end users about Swiss wood that is produced in accord-
ance with the strict sustainability requirements of the Swiss forest legislation and has not caused envi-
ronmental pollution as a result of being transported over long distances. The HSH guarantees the 
traceability and documentation of a wood product from its origin to the end user. Products bearing the 
HSH label of origin may contain up to 20% of wood of foreign origin if it comes from a comparable pro-
duction region (low-risk origin) and has a sustainability certificate or declaration of origin. 

 

Since September 2011, all wood originating from Swiss forest areas can be marked with the 

HSH label of origin. Use rights are assigned to forest owners if they are prepared to fulfil the conditions 
of the regulation. The cantonal forestry sector associations monitor compliance with the regulation re-
quirements. 

 

-> For more information, see: https://www.holz-bois-legno.ch/label/ 

https://so.ch/fileadmin/internet/vwd/vwd-awa/Energiefachstelle/_pdf/Holzenergiekonzept_Kt._SO_2020.pdf
https://so.ch/fileadmin/internet/vwd/vwd-awa/Energiefachstelle/_pdf/Holzenergiekonzept_Kt._SO_2020.pdf
https://www.holz-bois-legno.ch/label/
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4.6 Sawnwood 

The construction industry and timber-framed construction in particular is by far the most important 
sales market for sawnwood. The 2015 revised fire protection standards for timber structures have led 
to a marked increase in the construction of multi-storey residential and office buildings, with towers up 
to 80 metres high. The timber construction sector is continuing on the path to success and gaining mar-
ket share. In 2020, the share of wood used in support structures for residential buildings above three 
units stood at 8.6%, for hospitals, other buildings in the healthcare sector and care homes at 14.1%, for 
commercial and administration buildings at 14.9%, for industrial buildings at 16.4%, for sport and lei-
sure facility buildings at 22.5%, for residential buildings of up to two units at 19.6%, for teaching and 
education buildings at 23.4% and for agricultural buildings at 36.7% (the highest of all). The share 
stood at 15.6% across all building categories in 2020. 

 

-> For more information, see: https://www.holzbau-schweiz.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente_HBCH/HBCH_Jahresber-
ichte/HBCH_Jahresbericht_DE.pdf 
 

The dynamic growth in timber construction keeps gathering pace and is increasingly influencing the 
mood of the suppliers, the sawmill sector. They are again optimistic about their future prospects, which 
is reflected in increased willingness to invest, e.g. in production facilities for glulam structural timber 
and photovoltaic installations for in-house power generation. But a high percentage of glulam structural 
timber in particular is still imported from the neighbouring countries of Austria and Germany. However, 
the Swiss sawmill industry is catching up thanks to investment in production of glued-laminated timber 
and it also benefits from proximity to customers in this area. 

In 2020, the 329 sawmills in Switzerland processed 1.946 million m3 of sawnwood into 1.168 million m3 
of sawn timber which equates to efficiency of 60%. 95.5% or 1.114 million m3 of the sawn timber gen-
erated is sawn softwood, 97.3% is spruce/pine and 2.7% is other types of softwoods. Of the hardwood 
share of sawnwood, which stands at 4.5% or 54,600m3, most is accounted for by beech (37.3%) and 
other hardwood varieties (62.7%), mainly oak, ash and sycamore. 

In 2020, Swiss sawmills generated 777,800m3 of sawmill residue, of which 95.7% was softwood reside 
and just 4.3% hardwood residue. 18% of the wood residue is used to generate energy by the sawmills 
themselves, 35% is used to produce energy by third parties, 40% goes to the paper, cardboard and 
wooden composite board industry as raw material and 6% is used for other purposes. 

 

-> For more information, see: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/aktuell/neue-veroeffentlichungen.gnpdetail.2021-0459.html 

 

https://www.holzbau-schweiz.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente_HBCH/HBCH_Jahresberichte/HBCH_Jahresbericht_DE.pdf
https://www.holzbau-schweiz.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente_HBCH/HBCH_Jahresberichte/HBCH_Jahresbericht_DE.pdf
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/aktuell/neue-veroeffentlichungen.gnpdetail.2021-0459.html
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Fig. 35 – Sawnwood production in Switzerland, 2002-2020 

(Source: Swiss Federal Statistical Office) 

Swiss sawmills largely cover their sawlog requirements from domestic sources – at prices charged in 
Swiss francs. They also export sawnwood and sawnwood residues into the euro zone. As a result, they 
face a double, and correspondingly severe, competitive disadvantage vis-à-vis their competitors from 
the EU. Moreover, the Italian sawnwood market, a traditional sales channel, is declining, and, on the 
domestic market, traditional wood boards cut to the customer’s specifications for construction pur-
poses, are being increasingly replaced by further processed semi-finished products such as glued con-
struction timber. The prices of imported glued-laminated beams correspond approximately to those that 
Swiss laminated wood producers have to pay for domestic sawnwood. Given that the increase in the 
average prices of the sawnwood assortments was lower than those of sawn roundwood, the economic 
scope available to the sawmills decreased further. 

The sawnwood price index fell from 102.6 index points in the survey period January to February 2020 
to a low of 99.8 index points in the survey period July to August 2020 before rising sharply to 110.6 in-
dex points in the survey period May to June 2021 thanks to the strong increase in demand. 

 

 

-> For more information, see: https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/prices/producer-prices-import-prices/producer-
prices.assetdetail.18824307.html 
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Fig. 36 – Price index for soft sawnwood, 2001–2020 (Sep. to Oct. 2015 = 100) 

(Source: Swiss Federal Statistical Office) 

 

4.7 Pulpwood-processing sector 
In 2020, 503,000m3 of industrial wood was harvested, of which 64% was softwood and 36% hardwood. 
23,000m3 of industrial wood was imported and 123,000m3 exported, giving a domestic consumption of 
industrial wood of 403,000m3 for 2019. 

 

4.7.1 Wood-based panels 
Wood-based panels can also be used to a much greater extent in multi-storey, timber-framed buildings 
thanks to the new fire protection regulations. Production of these products has nevertheless largely 
been relocated abroad due to high location costs in Switzerland. As only chipboards and OCR boards 
were still produced in Switzerland in 2020 and the only manufacturer of fibreboards ceased production 
in Switzerland during the course of 2019, the production volume has to be estimated for data protection 
reasons. It stands at around 400,000m3 of chipboards, including OCR boards, and around 200,000m3 
of MDF/HDF boards in 2020. Plywood production – for skis and other high-quality products – is mar-
ginal at 7,000m3. 

 

4.7.2 Pulp and paper 
Chemically processed pulp has not been made in Switzerland since 2008. The Swiss paper industry 
has been struggling for years due to digitalisation and margin and price pressure from cheaper produc-
tion locations. Sales figures have been falling for some time, particularly for high-quality and graphic 
paper and newsprint paper. The change in the national framework conditions and the concentration 
process taking place globally has seen production volumes relocated from Switzerland to other com-
pany locations over recent years. Only one plant in Switzerland now makes paper for newsprint. 

During the period under review from 2020 to mid-2021, the paper industry, like all sectors, was over-
shadowed by the coronavirus pandemic. Some companies benefited from increased demand and even 
increased their sales. At the start of the pandemic in particular, demand for toilet paper rose sharply 
due to panic-buying. Customers did their shopping online instead of at bricks-and-mortar stores, which 
led to a sharp increase in demand for cardboard packaging. Due to mandatory work-from-home re-
strictions imposed for a period, a free newspaper, which is primarily aimed at public transport commut-
ers, had to significantly reduce its print run for an extended period. The shift from newsprint paper to 
packaging material – together with strong international demand – led to a shortage of waste paper, the 
key raw material for newspaper production, during the course of 2021. 
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At 967,000 tonnes, the volume of paper and packaging materials supplied by the Swiss paper and 
cardboard industry in 2020 was 6.5% less than in the previous year, with a significant drop in the vol-
ume of newsprint and graphic paper in particular. Of this, 289,000 tonnes were newsprint paper, which 
represents a 16.6% decrease compared to the previous year. The supply of paper and cardboard has 
fallen by almost a third since 2016 while that of newsprint paper has slumped by almost half. 

In 2020, exports of paper and cardboard fell by 7.1% overall and by 16.4% in the case of newsprint pa-
per. In 2020, imports were 8.2% down on 2019 while newsprint paper saw a 3.6% decrease. 

At 940,600 tonnes, consumption of paper and cardboard fell by 7.4% in 2020 compared to the previous 
year. There was a particularly sharp decrease in newsprint and other graphic paper. On the other 
hand, the consumption of toilet paper and kitchen roll went up. 

Global supply chains were interrupted and consumer habits changed in 2020. In the paper and card-
board sector too, the coronavirus pandemic underlined just how unexpectedly and quickly such events 
can radically change the framework conditions for individual sectors of the economy. 

 
Further information: https://spkf.ch 

 

 
Fig. 37– Production of wood panels, fibreboards, mechanical pulp and wood pulp 2002–2020 

(Source: Estimated values; Federal Office for the Environment FOEN, Forest Division) 
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5 Tables 

5.1 Economic indicators for Switzerland 

 

Economic Indicators for Switzerland

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 F 2022 F

Economic growth in % 1 0 2.4 2.7 3.8 3.8 2.2 -1.9 3 1.8 1 2 2 0.8 1.5 1.4 2.8 1.2 -2.5 3.4 3.6

Inflation in % 2 0.6 0.8 1.2 1.1 0.7 2.4 -0.5 0.7 0.2 -0.7 -0.2 0 -1.1 -0.4 0.5 0.2 0.4 -0.7 -0.5 0.8

Unemployment rate in % 3 3.7 3.9 3.8 3.3 2.8 2.6 3.7 3.5 2.8 2.9 3.2 3.0 3.2 3.3 3.1 2.5 2.3 3.1 3.0 2.7

Interest yields in 10-year gouvernement bond in % 4 2.6 2.7 2.1 2.5 2.9 2.9 2.2 1.6 1.5 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.7 -0.4 0.0 0.2 -0.5 -0.5 -0.2 -0.1

Currency rate 4

EUR 1.52 1.54 1.55 1.57 1.64 1.59 1.51 1.38 1.23 1.21 1.23 1.2 1.07 1.09 1.13 1.15 1.11 1.07 1.08 1.09
USD 1.35 1.24 1.25 1.25 1.2 1.08 1.09 1.04 0.89 0.94 0.93 0.90 0.96 0.98 0.98 0.98 0.99 0.94 0.95 0.97

1) State Secretariat for Economic Affaires SECO, revised 2012 
in accordance w ith NOGA 2008 (Nomenclature Générale des 
Activités économiques), statistical series retrospectively revised

2) Consumer Price Index, Sw iss Federal Statistic Off ice BFS
3) State Secretariat for Economic Affaires SECO
4) Sw iss National Bank SNB
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5.2 Forest products production and trade 2019–2020; Estimations and forecasts 2021–2022 
Country: Switzerland Date:05.11.2021

Fax:
E-mail: achim.schafer@bafu.admin.ch

Product Revised Estimate Forecast
Code Product Unit 2020 2021 2022

1.2.1.C SAWLOGS AND VENEER LOGS, CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 1'978 2'093 N 2'093 2'200 2'250

Imports 1000 m3 ub 58 # 55 # 55 50 55

Exports 1000 m3 ub 345 # 340 # 340 320 310

Apparent consumption 1000 m3 ub 1'690 1'808 1'808 1'930

1.2.1.NC SAWLOGS AND VENEER LOGS, NON-CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 216 229 N 229 240 250

Imports 1000 m3 ub 49 # 50 # 50 45 40

Exports 1000 m3 ub 172 # 165 # 165 160 155

Apparent consumption 1000 m3 ub 93 114 114 125 135

1.2.1.NC.T of which, tropical logs

Imports 1000 m3 ub 0 # 0 # 0 0 0

Exports 1000 m3 ub 0 # 0 # 0 0 0

Net Trade 1000 m3 ub 0 0 0 0 0

1.2.2.C PULPWOOD (ROUND AND SPLIT), CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 291 308 N 308 310 315

Imports 1000 m3 ub 20 # 20 # 20 20 20

Exports 1000 m3 ub 85 # 90 # 90 90 90

Apparent consumption 1000 m3 ub 226 238 238 240 245

1.2.2.NC PULPWOOD (ROUND AND SPLIT), NON-CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 164 174 N 174 180 185

Imports 1000 m3 ub 4 # 3 # 3 3 3

Exports 1000 m3 ub 38 # 40 # 40 40 40

Apparent consumption 1000 m3 ub 129 137 137 143 148

3 WOOD CHIPS, PARTICLES AND RESIDUES

Domestic supply 1000 m3 742 C 772 C 772 790 810

Imports 1000 m3 517 C 608 C 608 600 590

Exports 1000 m3 57 C 63 C 63 60 55

Apparent consumption 1000 m3 1'202 1'317 1'317 1'330 1'345

1.2.3.C OTHER INDUSTRIAL ROUNDWOOD, CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 2 2 N 2 2 2

1.2.3.NC OTHER INDUSTRIAL ROUNDWOOD, NON-CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 1 1 N 1 1 1

1.1.C WOOD FUEL, CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 743 786 786 790 810

1.1.NC WOOD FUEL, NON-CONIFEROUS

Removals 1000 m3 ub 1'001 1'059 1'059 1'100 1'150

3003 Bern

Official Address (in full):

Name of Official responsible for reply:

 Federal Office for the Environment FOEN

Achim Schafer

TF1

2019

Telephone:

Historical data

Roundwood
TIMBER FORECAST QUESTIONNAIRE

2020

41584691796
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 Country: Switzerland Date: 5.11.2021
 
 

3003 Bern

Fax:
E-mail: achim.schafer@bafu.admin.ch

Product Revised Estimate Forecast
Code Product Unit 2020 2021 2022

6.C SAWNWOOD, CONIFEROUS
Production 1000 m3 1'077  1'120 N 1'120 1'150 1'180
Imports 1000 m3 306  293  293 280 275
Exports 1000 m3 201  197  197 185 180
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 1'183 1'216 1'216

6.NC SAWNWOOD, NON-CONIFEROUS
Production 1000 m3 48  50 N 50 55 60
Imports 1000 m3 46  44  44 40 40
Exports 1000 m3 22  20  20 15 15
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 72 74 74 80 85

6.NC.T of which, tropical sawnwood
Production 1000 m3 3 N 3 N 3 3 3
Imports 1000 m3 7  6  6 6 6
Exports 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 10 9 9 9 9

7 VENEER SHEETS
Production 1000 m3 0 C 0 C 0 0 0
Imports 1000 m3 5 C 4 C 4 4 4
Exports 1000 m3 1 C 1 C 1 1 1
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 4 3 3 3 3

7.NC.T of which, tropical veneer sheets
Production 1000 m3 0 N 0 N 0 0 0
Imports 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Exports 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 0 0 0 0 0

8.1 PLYWOOD
Production 1000 m3 8 C 7 C 7 7 7
Imports 1000 m3 197 C 198 C 198 205 210
Exports 1000 m3 4 C 3 C 3 3 3
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 202 202 202 209 214

8.1.NC.T of which, tropical plywood
Production 1000 m3 0 N 0 N 0 0 0
Imports 1000 m3 3  2  2 2 2
Exports 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 3 2 2 2 2

8.2 PARTICLE BOARD (including OSB)
Production 1000 m3 400 E 366  366 380 390
Imports 1000 m3 209  216  216 215 220
Exports 1000 m3 243  230  230 225 220
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 366 352 352 370 390

8.2.1 of which, OSB
Production 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Imports 1000 m3 81  90  90 90 90
Exports 1000 m3 0  0  0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 81 90 90 90 90

8.3 FIBREBOARD
Production 1000 m3 185 C 192 C 192 200 210
Imports 1000 m3 214 C 263 C 263 260 250
Exports 1000 m3 256 C 183 C 183 170 160
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 144 272 272 290 300

8.3.1 Hardboard
Production 1000 m3

Imports 1000 m3

Exports 1000 m3

Apparent consumption 1000 m3

8.3.2 MDF/HDF (Medium density/high density)
Production 1000 m3 109 E 192  192 205 210
Imports 1000 m3 72  73  73 70 65
Exports 1000 m3 210  175  175 170 165
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 -29 90 90 100 110

8.3.3 Other fibreboard
Production 1000 m3 77 E 0  0 0 0
Imports 1000 m3 121  169  169 175 180
Exports 1000 m3 40  1  1 1 1
Apparent consumption 1000 m3 158 169 168 174 179

9 WOOD PULP
Production 1000 m.t. 92 C 72 C 72 70 70
Imports 1000 m.t. 96 C 99 C 99 90 90
Exports 1000 m.t. 0 C 0 C 0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m.t. 188 171 171 160 160

12 PAPER & PAPERBOARD
Production 1000 m.t. 1'168 C 1'168 C 1'168 1'170 1'175
Imports 1000 m.t. 689 C 621 C 621 610 600
Exports 1000 m.t. 798 C 739 C 739 730 720
Apparent consumption 1000 m.t. 1'058 1'050 1'050 1'050 1'055

5.1 WOOD PELLETS
Production 1000 m.t. 257  270  270 275 285
Imports 1000 m.t. 76  78  78 75 70
Exports 1000 m.t. 0  0  0 0 0
Apparent consumption 1000 m.t. 332 347 347 350 355

20202019

Official Address (in full):

Name of Official responsible for reply:

Forest products

Achim Schafer

Telephone:TIMBER FORECAST QUESTIONNAIRE

Federal Office for the Environment FOENTF2

Historical data

41584691796
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