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oThe National Baseline Budget of pollutants (NBB) was agreed by the Contracting 
Parties as “the monitoring tool” to track progress, on a five-yearly basis, of loads 
of released pollutants. 

oTo assist the Countries in this mandate, updated NBB guidelines were developed 
in 2015 (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.404/7). 

Background information regarding NBB/PRTR in UNEP/MAP-MEDPOL 

4th Cycle of NBB Update in 2018-2019 collected data for assessing the 
implementation of legally biding  Regional and National Action Plans (NAPs)

5th Cycle of NBB Update in 2024-2025 to collect data for assessing the 
implementation of legally biding  Regional and National Action Plans (NAPs)



Biennium 2018-2019: Coordination and Capacity Building 

➢ Template on PRTR Regulation: reviewed in depth and 
proposed a number of modifications emphasizing 
further need for streamlining it with the Aarhus 
Convention PRTR Protocol and E-PRTR, especially 
regarding the clauses related to minimum 
requirements for reporting, establishment of 
thresholds, and information disclosure; 

➢MEDPOL NBB/PRTR Implementation Guide: further 
streamlining with NBB reporting obligations; 
complementarity and comparability with the other 
PRTRs system; establishment of clear linkages between 
NBB and PRTR (UNECE PRTR and E-PRTR) in terms of 
pollutants and group of activities 

The Regional Meeting on Reporting of Releases to 

Marine and Coastal Environment from Land-Based 

Sources and Activities and related Indicators held on 

19-20 March 2019, Tirana, Albania.  

The Meeting Recommended to address guidelines on 
estimation techniques for pollutants from non-point 
(diffuse) sources and aquaculture. 

MED POL FPs (Istanbul, Turkey, 29-30 May 2019) 

with small modifications approved two documents 

Appendix X: Linking the NBB with (e-)PRTR(s)



linked NBB, (e-)PRTR was used for two 
Regional Assessment Reports

Under Cooperation Agreement 
between UNEP/MAP and EEA EU 
Funded project 

4th Cycle of NBB Update in 
2018/19 



Biennium 2018-2019: Capacity Building

The main objectives of the meeting are to bring 
together national experts working in the environmental 
permitting and inspection systems to: 

a) Bridge the link between industrial operators and 
governmental agencies/authorities to ensure that 
polluters/emitters do comply with the legal and 
reporting requirements, and permit obligations; 

b) Strengthen national inspection and permitting 
systems by promoting the use of Best Available 
Techniques (BAT); 

Meeting on the Best Practices on Enforcement and Compliance for Industrial Sectors, 
Athens, Greece, 9-10 October 2019

The Meeting recommended to further explore 

complementary tools for compliance assessment such 

as PRTR systems including NBB that can further 

solicitate compliance and enforcement mechanisms; 



Biennium 2020-2021: Capacity Building

The objectives of this meeting are to: 

(a) review and approve the proposed estimation 
techniques for loads  from agriculture, catchment 
runoff, and aquaculture aiming to complement the 
NBB/PRTR Methodology; 

(b) Review and approve the Midterm Evaluation of the 
National Action Plans implementation based on the 
NAP Indicators and data collected.  

Meeting on Evaluation of Implementation of 

National Action Plans and Assessments, and Tools 

to estimate pollutant load from diffuse sources, 

(Videoconference, 22-23 April 2021)

MED POL FPs approved the documents 

(Videoconference, 6-7 October 2021)

The Meeting approved the document and 

recommended the use of the Guidelines for the 

preparation of the 5th Cycle of NBB update for the 

biennium 2024-2025. 

The Meeting further recommended its use to plan 

the collection of data for assessment of pressures and 

development of an indicator on nutrient releases 

from the aquaculture sector. 
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