Reporting on global SDG indicator 6.5.2

TEMPLATE of the second cycle for reporting

Content of the template

The template is divided into four parts:

e Section| - Calculation of SDG indicator 6.5.2

e Section Il - Information on each transboundaagin or group of basins

e Section lll - General information on transboand water management at the national
level

e Section IV - Final questions

Country name: GREECE
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Calculation of Sustainable Development Goal inidator 6.5.2

Methodol ogy

1. Using the information gathered in section Ig thformation gathered in this section
allows for the calculation of Sustainable Developtm@oal global indicator 6.5.2, which is

defined as the proportion of transboundary basia avith an operational arrangement for
water cooperation.

2. The step-by-step monitoring methodology for @adidr 6.5.2, developed by UNECE
and UNESCO in the framework of UN-Water, should rb&erred to for details on the
necessary data, the definitions and the calculdtion

3. The value of the indicator at the national leigetlerived by adding up the surface
area in a country of those transboundary basimer(end lake basins and aquifers) that are
covered by an operational arrangement and divitliegarea obtained by the aggregate total
area in a country of all transboundary basins (bie#r and lake basins, and aquifers).

4. Transboundary basins are basins of transboundatgrs, that is, of any surface

waters (notably rivers, lakes) or groundwaters Whioark, cross or are located on
boundaries between by two or more States. For tirpose of the calculation of this

indicator, for a transboundary river or lake, thesib area is determined by the extent of its
catchment. For groundwater, the area to be coresiderthe extent of the aquifer.

5. An “arrangement for water cooperation” is a taifal or multilateral treaty,
convention, agreement or other formal arrangemerng riparian countries that provides
a framework for cooperation on transboundary watenagement.

6. For an arrangement to be considered “operatialiathe following criteria need to
be in place in practice:

(@ There is a joint body, joint mechanism or cussion (e.g., a river
basin organization) for transboundary cooperatiwitgfion 1);

(b)  There are regular (at least once per yeamndb communications
between riparian countries in form of meetingsh@itat the political or technical level)
(criterion 2);

(c) Joint objectives, a common strategy, a joimt coordinated
management plan, or an action plan have been agreed by the riparian countries
(criterion 3);

(d) There is a regular (at least once per yeachange of data and
information (criterion 4).
Calculation of indicator 6.5.2

7. Please list in the tables below the transboyndesins (rivers and lakes and
aquifers) in your country’s territory and provideet following information for each of
them:

(@) The country/ies with which the basin is share

Available from the UN-Water website: https://wwdg&monitoring.org/indicators/target-
65/indicators652/ (updated version "2020").



(b)  The surface area of the basin (the catchmenters or lakes and the
aquifer in the case of groundwater) within the itery of your country (in square
kilometres (km));

(c) Whether a map and/or a geographical inforonatsystem (GIS)
shapefile of the basin has been provided;

(d)  Whether there is an arrangement in forceHerbasin;
(e) The verification of each of the four critettaassess operationality;

® The surface area of the basin within theitery of your country
which is covered by a cooperation arrangementithaperational according to the above
criteria.

8. In case an operational arrangement is in platgfor a sub-basin or a portion of a
basin, please list this sub-basin just after taagboundary basin it is part of. In case there
is an operational arrangement for the whole bakimot list sub-basins in the table below.






Table 1

Transboundary river or lake basin (please add rowss needed)

Surface area
of the basin/
(Covered by b-basin (in
Surface area an o o o o k) covered
of the basin/ arra_lngement Crltgrlonl Crltg’|0n2 Crltgr|0n3 Crltg’|0n4 by an
sub-basin (in (entirely, lapplied lapplied lapplied applied operational
kn?) within ~ [Map and/or partly, no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) arrangement
theterritory |GISshapefile |(Ref.to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to ithin the
Name of transboundary river  (Itisabasinor |Countries of the provided questionsin  |guestionsin  [questionsin  |questionsin  |questionsin  [territory of
or |ake basin/sub-basin lasub-basin?®  fshared with country (yes/no) Isect. I1) sect. I1) sect. I1) isect. I1) Isect. I1) the country
Evros (Maritza) River [Basin Greece, 3,340 Yes Entirely Yes Yes Yes Yes 3,340
Basin Area Bulgaria,
Turkey
. . |Basin Yes Entirel Yes Yes Yes Yes
Nestos River Basi Greece, 2,429 y 2,429
Area Bulgaria
Strymonas  (Struma) [Basin Greece, [5,989 Yes Entirely | Yes Yes Yes Yes 3,755
River Basin Area Bulgaria,
North
Macedonia
Axios (Vardar) River [asin Greece,  [2,513 yes 0
Basin Area North
Macedonia,
Bulgaria,
Serbia
Doirani (Dojran )Lake [SUb-basin - igreece,  [191.8  [Y€S 0
. . North
(s_ub-ba5|r_1 of Axios Macedonia
River Basin Area)
Prespa Lakes Area  [Pasin Greece,  [347 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 347
Albania,

P List sub-basins after the basin they belong to.




Surface area

(A)

(in km?)

(do not double count sub-basins)

Total surface area of transboundary basins/sub-bass
of rivers and lakes covered by operational
arrangements within the territory of the country

(B)

(do not double count sub-basins)

Total surface area of transboundary basins of rives
and lakes within the territory of the country (in km?)

16,979

of the basin/
:n""efed by b-basin (in
Surf; ed
of :haeoggs arrangement  (Criterion1  [Criterion2  |Criterion3  [Criterion 4 ij;\zncover
sub-basin (in (entirely, lapplied lapplied applied applied operational
kn?) within ~ [Map and/or partly, no) (ves/no) (ves/no) (vesno) (ves/no) arrangement
theterritory |GISshapefile ((Ref.to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to ithin the
Name of transboundary river ~ (Itisabasinor |Countries lof the provided questionsin  |questionsin  |questionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin  fterritory of
or |ake basin/sub-basin asub-basin?®  |shared with country (yes/no) Isect. 11) Isect. 11) isect. I1) isect. 11) isect. I1) the country
North
Macedonia
Aoos (Vijose) River [Basin Greece, [2,361 Yes ves Yes ves No No 0
Basin Area Albania




Table 2
Transboundary aquifers (please add rows as needed)

Ci?r?ie;e:n Surface area
f th if
Covered by  [arrangement ?in kﬁgqUI «
lan aquifer not specific covered by
Surface area specific totf_\e d - o o o an opera-
of the arra_lngement aqu!fer Cr|t§r|0n 1 Crlte_znon 2 Crltv_erlon 3 Crlte_znon 4 tional
aquifer®(in  [Map and/ or (entirely, (entirely, applied applied applied lapplied arrange-
kn?) within ~ [GIS partly, no) partly, no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) ment within
theterritory [shapefile (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to the territory
Name of the transboundary  (Countries shared of the provided questionsin |guestionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin  |questionsin  |of the
aquifer with country (yes/no) Isect. I1) isect. 11) Isect. I1) sect. I1) Isect. I1) Isect. I1) country
Paraevria area Delta|Greece, 225.17 0
Evros system Turkey
Potamoi Stavroupoli (Greece, 2,416.34 0
system Bulgaria
Drosinio system Greece, 976.53 0
Bulgaria
Orestias system Greece, 835.16 0
Bulgaria,
Turkey
Soufli Didimoticho |Greece, 1,203.57 0
system Bulgaria,
Turkey

¢ For a transboundary aquifer, the extent is derfueah the aquifer system delineation which is comtyalone relying on information of the subsurfanetébly
the extent of geological formations). As a geneutd, the delineation of aquifer systems is basethe delineation of the extent of the hydraulicatbnnected
water-bearing geological formations. Aquifer systeare three-dimensional objects and the aquifer afeen into account is the projection on the urfiace of
the system. Ideally, when different aquifer systems$ hydraulically connected are vertically supegth the different relevant projected areas arbeto
considered separately, unless the different agsyjfgtems are managed conjunctively.

9In the text of the agreement or arrangement therpractice.



Covered

Macedonia

ithin an Surface area
f th jfi
Covered by  [arrangement ?in kﬁ?)qw «
lan aquifer not specific covered by
Surface area specific o the d - o o o an opera-
of the larrangement  faquifer Criterion1  [Criterion2  |Criterion3  [Criterion 4 tional
: . tirely, (entirely, applied applied applied lapplied
aquifer®(in  [Map and/ or (en arrange-
ki) within GIaSp partly,no)  ppartly,no)  (yes/no) (ves/ino) (ves/no) (ves/ino) mt\?mhin
theterritory |shapefile (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to theterritory
Name of the transboundary  [Countries shared of the provided questionsin |guestionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin |questionsin |of the
aquifer with country (yes/no) Isect. I1) isect. 11) Isect. I1) sect. I1) Isect. I1) Isect. I1) country
Agistro system Greece, 153.58 0
Bulgaria
Menikio Falakro |Greece, 1,007.61 0
system Bulgaria
\Vrontou system Greece, 436.72 0
Bulgaria
Ano Poroia Beles |Greece, 287.22 0
system North
Macedonia,
Bulgaria
Doirani system Greece, 100.6 0
North
Macedonia
Eastern Paikou (Greece, 367.4 0
system North
Macedonia
Euzonon system |Greece, 16.4 0
(secondary) North
Macedonia
Pontoherakleia Greece, 46 0
Metamorfosi system [North




Cit:\rﬁe:n Surface area
f th i
Covered by  [arrangement ?in kﬁ?)qw «
lan aquifer not specific covered by
Surface area specific o the d - o o o an opera-
of the larrangement  faquifer Criterion1  [Criterion2  |Criterion3  [Criterion 4 tional
: . tirely, (entirely, applied applied applied lapplied
aquifer®(in  [Map and/ or (en arrange-
k) within Glasp partly,no)  |partly,no)  ((yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) ment\?vithin
theterritory |shapefile (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to theterritory
Name of the transboundary  [Countries shared of the provided questionsin |guestionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin  [questionsin |questionsin |of the
aquifer with country (yes/no) Isect. I1) isect. 11) Isect. I1) sect. I1) Isect. I1) Isect. I1) country
Great Sterna system Greece, 39.1 0
North
Macedonia
Prespa Florina [Greece, 115 Yes No Entirely Yes Yes Yes Yes 115
subsystem Albania  and
North
Macedonia
Triklariou Kastoria |Greece, 142.4 0
subsystem Albania  and
North
Macedonia
Prespa subsystem Greece, 24.8 Yes No Entirely Yes Yes Yes Yes 24.8
Albania  and
North
Macedonia
Florina system Greece, 214.5 0
North
Macedonia
Aridaia system Greece, 415.6 0
North
Macedonia
\Vora system Greece, 192.5 0
North




0T

(©)

arrangements (in knf)

Sub-total: surface area of transboundary
aquifers covered by operational

(D)

aquifers (in km?)

Total surface area of transboundary

\?wme:n Surface area
f th if
Covered by  [arrangement ?in kﬁng «
lan agl_nfer not specific covered by
Surface area specific fothe d an opera-
of the larrangement  jaquifer Criterion1  |Criterion2  [Criterion3  [Criterion 4 tional
uifer® (in - [Map and/ or (entirely, (entirely, applied applied applied applied arrange-
% Witrgin Glasp partly, no) partly, no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) nmt\?vithin
theterritory |shapefile (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to (Ref. to the territory
Name of the transboundary  [Countries shared of the provided questionsin  |questionsin  |questionsin |questionsin  |questionsin  [questionsin  |of the
aquifer with country (yes/no) Isect. I1) isect. 11) Isect. I1) sect. I1) Isect. I1) Isect. I1) country
Macedonia
Barnounta — Bernou [Greece, 580.3 0
system North
Macedonia
\Veuhi Flampouro (Greece, 163,3 0
system North
Macedonia
Mesohellenic Aulaka (Greece, 2,810.1 0
System Albania
Filiates—Goumenissa |Greece, 350 0
system IAlbania
Mourgana system Greece, 70 0
IAlbania
Pogoniani system Greece, 387 0
IAlbania




Indicator value for the country
Surface waters:

Percentage of surface area of transboundary basimsers and lakes covered by an
operational arrangement:

A/B x 100 = 9871/16979 x100=58,13%
Aquifers:

Percentage of surface area of transboundary aquitevered by an operational
arrangement:

C/D x 100 =139,8/13576,90x100=1,02%
Sustainable Development Goal indicator 6.5.2:
Percentage of surface area of transboundary beswesed by an operational arrangement:

((A + C)/(B + D)) x 100 = (9,871 +139.8) /(16,9788,576.90) =10,010.8/30,555.9x100 =
32,8%

Spatial information

If a map (or maps) of the transboundary surfaceeweatchments and transboundary aquifers (i.e.,
“transboundary basins”) is available, please carsidtaching them. Ideally, shapefiles of the basid
aquifer delineations that can be viewed in GIS &hbe sent.

See maps for Transboundary rivers at the end of eacSection, and for Groudwater bodies at the
end of the entire Questionnaire

Additional information

If the respondent has comments that clarify assiomptor interpretations made for the
calculation, or the level of certainty of the sphthformation, please write them here:

For the Prespa Florina system and Prespa subsystegnoundwater bodies please refer
to article 5 of the Agreement on the Protection andSustainable Development of the
Prespa Park Area, as well as to article 4(1)(b) an¢e) of the Drin MoU.

11
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Does your country have transboundary agreementarrangements for the protection
and/or management of transboundary waters (ixers; lakes or groundwater), whether
bilateral or multilateral?

YesXl/No []

If yes, list the bilateral and multilateral agreements or arrangements (listing for each of the
countries concerned): [fill in]

e UN Convention on the Protection and Use of Transbawdary Watercourses and
International Lakes done at Helsinki on 17/03/199f aw 2425/1996 (Government
Gazette 148/A/04-07-1997), as amended by Law 413713 (Government Gazette
71/A/19-03-2013)]

e UN Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational uss of International
Watercourses done at New York on 21/05/1997 [Law 38/2010 (Government
Gazette 159/A/20-09-2010)]

e Amendments to articles 25 and 26 of the UN Convemwtn on the Protection and
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and InternationaLakes done at Madrid on
28/11/2003 [Law 4137/2013 (Government Gazette 7118+03-2013)]

e Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament andf the Council of 23
October 2000 establishing a framework for Communityaction in the field of
water policy [Law 3199/2003 (Government Gazette 288/09-12-2003) and
Presidential Decree 51/2007 (Government Gazette 3408-03-2007)]

e Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament andf the Council of 23
October 2007 on the assessment and management obfll risks [Joint Ministerial
Decision 31822/1542/E103/2010 (Government GazettE08/B/21-07-2010)]

e Directive 2006/118/EC of the European Parliament ahof the Council of 12
December 2006 on the protection of groundwater agast pollution and
deterioration [Joint Ministerial Decision 39626/22@/E130/2009 (Government
Gazette 2075/B/25-09-2009)].

e Greek-Turkey Accord relative to the regulation of hydraulic works on both banks
of the Maritza Evros River signed in Ankara on 20/®/1934 [Mandatory Law
225/1936 (Government Gazette 474/27-10-1936)].

e Accord between the Kingdom of Greece and the Socisil Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia on hydroeconomy issues signed in Athemm® 18/09/1959 [Legislative
Decree 4012/1959 (Government Gazette 232/A/31-10699 regarding AXxios
River].

e Accord between Greece and Bulgaria ‘regarding theaoperation on the use of
water from the rivers running the territories of th e two countries’ signed in
Athens on 09/07/1964 [Legislative Decree 4393/19¢@overnment Gazette
193/A/04-11-1964), regarding Strymonas, Evros, Ardaand Nestos Rivers].

e Accord between Greek Government and People's Republ of Bulgaria
concerning the establishment of a Greco-Bulgarian @nmission for cooperation
between the two countries in the fields of electal energy and the utilization of
the waters of rivers crossing the territories of Geece and Bulgaria, signed in Sofia
12/07/1971 [Law 366/1976 (Government Gazette 16025+06-1976)].



-

N

e Agreement, between the Government of the Hellenicdpublic and the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria regarding wéers of the Nestos River,
signed in Sofia on 22/12/1995 [Law 2402/1996 (Gowment Gazette 98/A/04-06-
1996)].

e Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Reblic and the
Government of the Republic of Albania on the estaidhment of the permanent
Greek-Albanian Commission on transboundary freshwagr issues, signed in
Athens on 03/04/2003 [Law 3405/2005 (Government Gate 264/A/25-10-2005)].

e Agreement between the Hellenic Republic, the Republ of Albania, the Republic
of North Macedonia and the European Union on the Rotection and Sustainable
Development of the Prespa Park Area, signed in Pilon 02/02/2010 [Law
4453/2017 (Government Gazette 19/A/20-02-2017)].

e Declaration on the Creation of the Prespa Park andhe Environmental Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Prespa Lakes atilgeir Surroundings, signed
at Aghios Germanos (Greece), on 2 February 2000, lige Prime Ministers of the
Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Albania and theRepublic of North Macedonia.

e Joint Statement regarding the Prespa Park, signedtaPili on 27/11/2009, by the
Prime Ministers of the Hellenic Republic, the Repubc of Albania and the
Republic of North Macedonia.

e “Drin: A strategic shared vision”, Memorandum of Understanding for the
Management of the Extended Transboundary Drin Basin signed in Tirana on
25/11/2011.

e Joint Declaration between the Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate
Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Minister oEnvironment and Water of
the Republic of Bulgaria on Understanding and Cooeration in the field of use of
water resources on the respective territories of # shared river basins between
the Hellenic Republic and the Republic of Bulgariasigned in Sofia on 27/07/2010
regarding the Strymonas, Evros, Ardas and Nestos Rers).

e Joint Declaration between the Minister for Environment, Energy and Climate
Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Minister fo Environment and Forestry
of the Republic of Turkey, signed in Athens, on 185/2010 (regarding the Evros
River).

Questions for each transboundary basin, sub-bsin, part of a basin, or group of basins
(river, lake or aquifer)

Please complete this second section for each toanslary basir(river or lake basin, or
aquifel), sub-basin, part of a basin ogeoup of basins covered by the same agreement or
arrangement where conditions are similar.some instances, you may provide information
on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basimsaxs thereof, for example, where you
have agreemeriter arrangements on both the basin and its sulnxbgsus may coordinate
your responses with other States with which youmty shares transboundary waters, or

In principle, section Il should be submitted foegy transboundary basin, river, lake or aquiferthie
country, but States may decide to group basinshictwtheir share is small or leave out basins in
which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 pent.

In section Il, “agreement” covers all kinds ofdties, conventions and agreements ensuring
cooperation in the field of transboundary wateext®n Il can also be completed for other types of
arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.

13
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even prepare a joint report. General informatioriransboundary water management at the
national level should be provided in section lldarot repeated here.

Please reproduce this whole section with its qaestifor each transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins for wiyich will provide a reply.

A. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
PRESPA LAKES

List of the riparian State§3reece, Albania and North Macedonia

In the case of an aquifer, what is the nature of th aquifer and its relation with the
river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake O
Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water O

Confined aquifer connected to surface water

Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water |

Other |
Please describe: [fill in]

Unknown |

Percentage of your country’s territory within thesim, sub-basin, part of a basin or group of
basins Greece’s portion share is approximately 90% forhe Small Lake Prespa and
13.8% for the Great Lake Prespa.

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralmuritilateral) agreement(s) or
arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partafsin or group of basins?

One or more agreements or arrangements exist arid farce X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force [l
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféocall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s)

. Agreement between the Hellenic Republic, the Repplic of Albania, the
Republic of North Macedonia and the European Commision on the Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Prespa Park Areasigned in Pili on
02/02/2010 [Law 4453/2017 (Government Gazette 1928+02-2017) — entry into
force 29.5.2019.

. Declaration on the Creation of the Prespa Park agh the Environmental
Protection and Sustainable Development of the Preaplakes and their
Surroundings, signed at Aghios Germanos (Greece)n@ February 2000, by the
Prime Ministers of the Hellenic Republic, the Repubc of Albania and the
Republic of North Macedonia.

. Joint Statement regarding the Prespa Park, signedt Pili on 27/11/2009,
by the Prime Ministers of the Hellenic Republic, te Republic of Albania and
the Republic of North Macedonia.



. “Drin: A strategic shared vision”, Memorandum of Understanding for
the Management of the Extended Transboundary Drin Bsin, signed in Tirana
on 25/11/2011.-in force

Agreement or arrangement is under development O
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joinbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to
question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.

Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdrar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group
of basins.

A.l. Agreement between the Hellenic Republic, th&epublic of Albania, the Republic
of North Macedonia and the European Union on the Ritection and Sustainable
Development of the Prespa Park Area

2. @) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfpttea subject to cooperation?

Yes [XI/No [] If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupbasins and all
riparian States?

Yes[X]/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabasin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[J/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #iggeement or arrangement?
(Pleaselist): Greece, Albania, North Macedonia and the European klon

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates foes or lake basin or sub-
basin, does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[X]l/INo []
If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement:
for Greece Prespa Florina subsystem and Prespa suyfstem

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses |
A single water use or sector O
Several water uses or sectors X

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):

15



Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., havigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

XXXOOOXO

Nature protection
Other pleaselist):

Sustainable development, economic and social devefoent of local
societies, including the development of integratedver basin plans

(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution X
Institutional cooperation (joint bodies) X
Consultation on planned measures X
Mutual assistance X
Topics of cooperation

Joint vision and management objectives X
Joint significant water management issues X
Navigation |
Human health |
Environmental protection (ecosystem) X
Water quality X
Water quantity or allocation X
Cooperation in addressing floods X
Cooperation in addressing droughts [l
Climate change adaptation X
Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments |
Data collection and exchange X
Joint monitoring X
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories O



Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

XXORX

Exchange of information on planned measures
Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

Ooox 0O

Development of shared infrastructure
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]

(e)  What are the main difficulties and challentied your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementati@ny

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveitt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity
Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriestie agreement

oooooong d

No significant difficulties
Other please describe): [fill in]

® What are the main achievements in implementihg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving success?

The Prespa Park Area (established under the Declatian signed at Aghios
Germanos (Greece), on 2 February 2000, by the Prindinisters of the Hellenic
Republic, the Republic of Albania and the Republiof North Macedonia) is the
first transboundary protected area in south-eastern Europe that fosters
environment cooperation in the region thereby contibuting to its stability and
prosperity.

(9) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenpléase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

Agreement on the Protection and Sustainable Develagent of the Prespa Park
Area. (O.J. Reference L 258, 04/10/2011, p. 2):

Entry of the Agreement into force on 29 May 2019:
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publiations/treaties-
agreements/agreement/?id=2010096&DocLanguage=en)
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http://ec.europa.eu/world/agreements/prepareCreateieatiesWorkspace/ireatie
sGeneralData.do?step=0&redirect=true&treatyld=9102

Law 4453/2017 for the Ratification of the Agreemenby Greece:

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70QrtC22wEsrPUAIXBXdtvSoClrL
8rzyE3xwSGuPtlI9LGdkF53UIxsx942CdygxSQYNugAGCFOIfBOHIEgSYIMQ
EKEHLwnFamgJSASWIsluV-

NRwO10KqSe4BIOTSpEWYhszF8P8UgWb zFijPfuztyxsBcvysMWBfALRJIGJ
CcFCNJsXfSE-maxccaSf

Law 3405/2015:

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C7QrtC22wHrZvzisKkBkg3dtvSoClrL
8WEzaAz7B3iIF5MXDOLzOTLWPU9yLzB8V68knBzLCmTXKaO6fpVZ 6Lx3
UnKI3nP8NxdnJ5r9cmWyJWelDVWS 18KAEhATUkJbOX1LIdQ163nVIK--
td6Sluc3PWa8Qym-cSByaJH2rOnr71UHt ypSHPOgwR2C viu

Joint Statement regarding the Prespa Park, signedni Pili (Greece), on 27
November 2009, by the Prime Ministers of the Helleén Republic, the Republic
of Albania and the Republic of North Macedonia:

http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=5ea8w0w\VZlo% 3d&tabid=406
&lanqguage=el-GR

Declaration on the Creation of the Prespa Park andthe Environmental
Protection and Sustainable Development of the PreaplLakes and their
Surroundings, signed at Aghios Germanos (Greece)n@ February 2000, by the
Prime Ministers of the Hellenic Republic, the Repubc of Albania and the
Republic of North Macedonia.

http://www.spp.gr/declaration _en.pdf

Is your country a member of any joint body orchenism for this agreement or
arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

(a) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whighdckof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries
Bilateral commission

Basin or similar commission

OX OO

Expert group meeting or meeting of national foaaihfs
Other ¢lease describe):
The Prespa Park Management Committee (PPMC)

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover thé@emtansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []



(c)  Which States (including your own) are membarshe joint body or
mechanismfPlease list): Greece, Albania and North Macedonia

(d)  Are there any riparian States that are not bram of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyo

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation O
They have observer status |
Other ¢please describe): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat X

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or

does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): The

Secretariat is at the moment under establishment ahshall be a joint one
with representatives from the three riparian States For the 4 first years
of its operation Greece has signalled its intentioand willingness to host
it.

A subsidiary body or bodies X
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):
Working Group on Water Management to be establisheé very soon
Other featuresplease list):
(9) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanism?
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\artjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecdse
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

MXOOXK KNXOOXKKXO

Control of implementation

3 This may include tasks according to the agreemetetsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog
Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperatio

OXX XOOOX OOXOO X

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list): [fill in]

e completion of the regulatory framework of the wateshed area,
including spatial plans and protected area regulatins and
management plans

o the application of a programme of effective monitoing in order to

observe, manage and control the state of the enviiment and the

status of surface and ground waterbodies

evaluate the results of ongoing actions

identify and propose possible funding sources

prepare and publish an annual report

contribute to the mobilisation of resources of theParties and the

international community

(h)  What are the main difficulties and challentfest your country faces with the
operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Unexpected planning delays O
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of resources O
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of mechanism for implementing measures O
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of effective measures O



(i)

Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Others please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdiasiy bodies meet regularly?
YedX]/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meet?

According to the Agreement, which is already in fore since 29 May
2019, the Prespa Park Management Committee (PPMC),once
operational, will meet twice a year

More than once per year X
Once per year [l
Less than once per year O

What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body or mechanism?

As sson as its setting up is completed, in the nefetv months, the Prespa
Park Management Committee (PPMC) will expedite, atthe earliest
possible, the process of elaborating an Action Plamand Work
Programme with priority activities to be carried out jointly by the
Parties of the Agreement for delivering the objedte of the Agreement.

(9] Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal

State to cooperate?

Yes[]/No[X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, e.g. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian Sates and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism? [fill

in]

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan
or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pasirt of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[X]/No[_]

If yes, please provide further details: [fill in]

Joint objectives have already been identified andgaeed upon, at the political
level, through the Agreement on the Protection andustainable Development
of the Prespa Park Area, itself. Since the variougoint Bodies of the Prespa
Park Agreement (e.g. the PPMC, Secretariat, WorkingGroup on Water
Management) are currently under establishement sooto be completed, the
Drin Basin MoU framework (see below analytical poim A.ll) fosters interim
disussions on elements and actions for a joint aoti plan especially for the
Prespa Lakes area.
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Therefore Questions 4 to 13 are answered below (s&dl) for the 'Drin: A
strategic shared vision”, Memorandum of Understandhg for the Management of
the Extended Transboundary Drin Basin

A.ll “Drin: A strategic shared vision”, Memorandu m of Understanding for the
Management of the Extended Transboundary Drin Basin signed in Tirana on
25/11/2011.

2. (€) Does this agreement or arrangement spéwmfatea subject to cooperation?
Yes XI/No[]
If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
Yes [XJ/No[]

Additional explanationsfill in]

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabasin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes /No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #iggeement or arrangement?
(Please list): [five signatories to the Drin MoU]

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates twea or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes XJ/No[]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector O
Several water uses or sectors |

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):
Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., havigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

oooooogoo

Nature protection
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]



(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)
Consultation on planned measures

X OX O

Mutual assistance

Topics of cooperation

Joint vision and management objectives
Joint significant water management issues
Navigation

Human health

Environmental protection (ecosystem)
Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods

Cooperation in addressing droughts

NOXOXXOOOKX

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

OXOOOKXKXO

Exchange of information on planned measures
Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

OOX 0O

Development of shared infrastructure
Other please list): [fill in]

(e) What are the main difficulties and challentiedt your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementatiamyi?

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
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national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveitt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity
Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriestie agreement

XOOoooda 0O

No significant difficulties
Other please describe): [fill in]

® What are the main achievements in implementihg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving success?

Recent adoption of a Strategic Action Programme

(9) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenplé¢ase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/oes/MOU/MOU_Drin_Strategic_Share
d_vision_Final.pdf

Is your country a member of any joint body aramanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

(€)) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whidéhdkof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries
Bilateral commission

Basin or similar commission

oood

Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihs
Other ¢lease describe): Drin Core Group

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover thé@ettansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanismPPlease list): The five signatories to the Drin MoU

(d) Are there any riparian States that are not bem of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyp

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe



No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat X

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies X

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): Expert Working Groups on (i)
Water Framework Directive; (ii) Monitoring and Info rmation Exchange; (iii)
Biodiversity and Ecosystems

Other featuresplease list): [fill in]
(9) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanism?
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\arhjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecase
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts
Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog

OO0 XxOoooo ooooooao

Participation in transboundary EIA

4 This may include tasks according to the agreemetetsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortsatibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary coopaeratio

oo oooogd

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list): [fill in]

(h)  What are the main difficulties and challentiest your country faces with the
operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Unexpected planning delays [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of resources |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of mechanism for implementing measures [l
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of effective measures |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Others please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

0] Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdizsy bodies meet regularly?
YesX]|/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meet?

More than once per year X
Once per year O
Less than once per year [l

() What are the main achievements with regardhéojoint body omechanism? [fill
in]



(k)  Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[_J/No[]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, e.g. are the relevant coastal Sates also
riparian Sates and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism? [fill
in]

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan
or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pasirt of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[X|/No[]
If yes, please provide further details:

Strategic Action Plan for the sustainable mamangenm of the Drin river basin
adopted on 24.4. 2020

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins
protected, including the protection of ecosysteimghe context of sustainable and
rational water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samdi
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticidascal coliforms,
heavy metals

OXx 0O 0O

Water-related species and habitats protection
Other measureplease describe): [fill in]

@) Does your country regularly exchange infdrama and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlesin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/INo []
(b)  If yes, how often:

More than once per year O
Once per year X
Less than once per year |

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodiesMostly through electronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathdexchanged?
Environmental conditions
Research activities and application of best avklédhniques
Emission monitoring data

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc
transboundary impacts

O OO
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Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams,)etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels
Water abstractions

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impswt$, as
infrastructure development

Other subjectsp{ease list): [fill in]

O ODooood

Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datar#fodmation exchange: [fill
in]
(e) Is there a shared database or informatidifiopta?
Yes[]/No[X]
® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[J/No[X]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
(@ What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges
Comparability of data and information

Limited spatial coverage

goooo

Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial)
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangiemasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basins@léase describe): It facilitates the production of RBMPs

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[J/No[X

The joint monitoring is referred in article 3 , Law 4453/2017, but it has not been
activated yet. The main target of joint monitoringis to observe, control and manage
the environmental state of the Lakes and their watshed. However the riparian
countries already exchange data.

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters | ] O
Surface waters in the entire basin O | ]



Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Surface waters on the main ] O |
watercourse
Surface waters in part of the basin [ [ O

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected O
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

in]

10.

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]
Joint and agreed methodologies [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d) Please describe any difficulties experieneét joint monitoring:[fill

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessroethe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use jointrmpiality standards?

Yes[J/INo[]

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveithibithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?
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Notification and communication

Coordinated or joint early warnirgy alarm system for accidental
water pollution

Other please list): [fill in]
No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

11.  What are the measures implemented to preveithibrthe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication
Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts

Joint climate change adaptation strategy

Oo0ddX

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]
No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

12.  Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[JINo [X]
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdivén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a lmagjroup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []
If yes, how? (please tick all applicable)

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body
or mechanism

Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod

oo

Stakeholders have a decision-making role in the jodody

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:
[fill'in]

Intergovernmental organizations

Private sectors organizations or associations
Water user groups or associations
Academic or research institutions

Other non-governmental organizations

ooooon

General public

Other (please specify): [fill in]

X

Availability of information to the public



Consultation on planned measures or river basin

management plahs D(

Public involvement |
Other please specify):

See the Greek National Report available under the @hus Convention at link:

http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Amjlx hhEE8w%3D&tabid=467&I

anguage=el-GR

and

http://www.ypeka.gr/Portals/0O/Files/Perivallon/Pervallontiki%20Pliroforia/Aarhu
s_original_reportplan.pdf

— E BE—- I S

Fig. 1 Prespa Park Area

5 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.
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B. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
EVROS RIVER

List of the riparian State§3reece, Turkey, Bulgaria

In the

case of an aquifer, what is the nature of t# aquifer and its relation with the

river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake
Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water
Confined aquifer connected to surface water

Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water

Other

OO0Oogdno

Please describe: [fill in]

Unknown O

Percentage of your country’s territory within the basin, sub-basin, part of a basin or

group
6.3%.

1.

of basins Greece’s portion share on the Evros River Basin iapproximately
Bulgaria has 66.2% and Turkey has 27.5%.

Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralmuritilateral) agreement(s) or

arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partafsin or group of basins?

One or more agreements or arrangements exist arid force X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force [l
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféocall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s)

Greek-Turkey Accord relative to the regulation of hydraulic works on both
banks of the Maritza Evros River signed in Ankara e 20/06/1934 [Mandatory
Law 225/1936 (Government Gazette 47A/27-10-1936)].

Accord between Greece and Bulgaria ‘regarding theaoperation on the use of
water from the rivers running the territories of the two countries’ signed in
Athens on 09/07/1964 [Legislative Decree 4393/1964Government Gazette
193/A/04-11-1964), regarding Strymonas, Evros, Ardaand Nestos Rivers].

Accord between Greek Government and People's Republ of Bulgaria
concerning the establishment of a Greco-Bulgarian @mmission for
cooperation between the two countries in the fieldsf electrical energy and the
utilization of the waters of rivers crossing the teritories of Greece and
Bulgaria, signed in Sofia 12/07/1971 [Law 366/197@65overnment Gazette
160/A/25-06-1976)].

Joint Declaration between the Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate
Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Minister oEnvironment and Water
of the Republic of Bulgaria on Understanding and ©@operation in the field of
use of water resources on the respective territorgeof the shared river basins
between the Hellenic Republic and the Republic of Bgaria, signed in Sofia on
27/07/2010 regarding the Strymonas, Evros, Ardas anNestos Rivers).

Joint Declaration between the Minister for Environment, Energy and Climate
Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Minister fo Environment and



Forestry of the Republic of Turkey, signed in Athes, on 14/05/2010 (regarding
the Evros River).

Agreement or arrangement is under development []
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joihbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to
question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementbut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.

Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdrar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group
of basins.

Replies to questions 2 and 3 relate to the Joint Dkaration between the Minister
of Environment and Energy of the Hellenic Republicand the Minister of
Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria @ Understanding and
Cooperation in the field of use of water resourceen the respective territories of
the shared river basins between the Hellenic Republ and the Republic of
Bulgaria, signed in Sofia on 27/07/2010 regardinghé Strymonas, Evros, Ardas
and Nestos Rivers).

2. (@) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfptea subject to cooperation?
Yes[J/INo[X]
If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
Yes[]/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabssin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[]/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #ftgeement or arrangement?
(Please list): Greece and Bulgaria

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates twea or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[]/INo[X]
If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement: [fill in]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector |
Several water uses or sectors |

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):

Water uses or sectors
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(d)

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., navigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

Nature protection

Other glease list): Manufacturing

What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution
Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)
Consultation on planned measures
Mutual assistance
Topics of cooperation
Joint vision and management objectives
Joint significant water management issues
Navigation
Human health
Environmental protection (ecosystem)

Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods
Cooperation in addressing droughts

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures
Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on planned measures

XOOOOoOoO

XOXO

OoxXxOooooood

XOOOOKXX O



Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

oo d

Development of shared infrastructure
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]

(e)  What are the main difficulties and challenties your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementati@ny

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveitt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity
Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriestie agreement

oooooong d

No significant difficulties
Other please describe): [fill in]
® What are the main achievements in implementithg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving success?
In most meetings, adoption of conclusions by consgus.

(9) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenpléase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable): [fill in]

a) Law 4393/1964:

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70QrtC22wFtG1hLmXKMFEHdtvSo
CIrL8u IHzLbdDJF5MXDOLzQTLWPU9yLzB8V68knBzLCmTXKaO6 fpVZ6
Lx3UnKI3nP8NxdnJ5r9cmWyJWelDVWS 18KAEhATUkJIbOX1LIdO 163nVIK
--td6SIUQJI5HOEVFE- Ym67rgP3A48E0itLzZNgFa2FGOQTUyFriz

b) 2010 Joint Ministerial Declaration (Greece — Budaria)

http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ERBCw Busdro%3d&tabid=40
6

¢) 2010 Joint Ministerial Declaration (Greece — Tukey)

http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=OTAH9 XoBn88%3d&tabid=40
6&language=el-GR
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Is your country a member of any joint body @afmanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

@) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whidéhdkof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries
Bilateral commission

Basin or similar commission

XOOO

Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihfs
Other ¢please describe): [fill in]

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover thé@ettansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No[]

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanismPPlease list): Greece, Bulgaria

(d) Are there any riparian States that are not bem of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listjurkey

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe):

Joint Ministerial Declaration between Greece — Turkey signed in 14 May
2010 serves as pillar for the cooperation processitw Turkey through
the establishment of an ad hoc Joint Committee.

4] Does the joint body or mechanism have any efftillowing features

(please tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat O

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies X
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):

Working Groups and Sub-working Groups

Other featuresplease list): [fill in]



(9) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanisni?
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\artjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecase
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog
Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary coopaeratio

000 O00OO0OX OUOdO0X OOooOUodn0 xOxoOoOxOo

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list): [fill in]

(h)  What are the main difficulties and challentiest your country faces with the
operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

® This may include tasks according to the agreemetetsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Unexpected planning delays [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of resources |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of mechanism for implementing measures [l
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of effective measures |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Others please list and describe, as appropriate):
Lack of coordination in the dissemination of information

0] Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdizsy bodies meet regularly?

Yes[X]/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meét?principle, twice a year

More than once per year X
Once per year [l
Less than once per year [l

0] What are the main achievements with regardsthe joint body or
mechanism™ most meetings, adoption of conclusions by conssumns

(9] Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[J/No [X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, e.g. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian Sates and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism? [fill

in]

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan

or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pasirt of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[X|/No[]
If yes, please provide further details:

There are joint objectives specifically on flood poblem issues and against
harmful water impacts, as well as monitorin and saling environmental
problems, Minutes of the fourth Meeting of the Bufjarian-Greek Joint Expert



in]

Working Group on Cooperation on Water and Environment held in Athens on
the 8th of May 2014

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins
protected, including the protection of ecosysteimghe context of sustainable and
rational water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samadl
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticjdascal coliforms,
heavy metals

oo O 0O

Water-related species and habitats protection
Other measureglease describe): pollution prevention measures

@) Does your country regularly exchange infdrom and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlesin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []
(b)  If yes, how often:

More than once per year |
Once per year X
Less than once per year O

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodies)n principle through electronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathcexchanged?
Environmental conditions
Research activities and application of best avkal&édhniques
Emission monitoring data

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc
transboundary impacts

Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams,)etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels

Water abstractions

ooboooboOd 00K

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impsut$, as
infrastructure development O

Other subjectsplease list): qualitative and quantitative data sharing on water aquatic
ecosystems
Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datardndmation exchange: [fill
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(e) Is there a shared database or informatidifiopta?
Yes[_J/No [X]

® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[J/INo[]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
() What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges
Comparability of data and information

Limited spatial coverage

goooo

Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial)
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangeerasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basinsPléase describe): Facilitation of the production of
RBMPs

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters O | O
Surface waters in the entire basin [ O O
Surface waters on the main O O O
watercourse

Surface waters in part of the basin ] O O

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

(b)  If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]

Joint and agreed methodologies O



in]

10.

11.

Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network |
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d) Please describe any difficulties experiengét joint monitoring:[fill

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessroethe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[J/INo [X]

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use joinemeiality standards?
Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveithibithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?

Notification and communication X

Coordinated or joint early warnirag alarm system for accidental
water pollution

Other please list): [fill in]
No measures O

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveimibithe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts
Joint climate change adaptation strategy

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy

Other please list): [fill in]

No measures

0 OO0O0OKK
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If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

12.  Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[_J/No [X]
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdlvén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a leegoup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, how? Through the consultation process for the River Basi Management
Plan regarding the Evros River

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body
or mechanism

Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod

0o

Stakeholders have a decision-making role in the jodody

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:
[fill in]

Intergovernmental organizations

Private sectors organizations or associations
Water user groups or associations
Academic or research institutions

Other non-governmental organizations

ooooon

General public
Other (please specify): [fill in]
Availability of information to the public

Consultation on planned measures or river basin
management plahs

O X

Public involvement

Other please specify): [fill in]

" Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.
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C. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
NESTOS RIVER

List of the riparian State§3reece, Bulgaria
In the case of an aquifer, what is the nature of th aquifer and its relation with the
river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake |
Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water O
Confined aquifer connected to surface water O

Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water |

Other |
Please describe: [fill in]

Unknown |

Percentage of your country’s territory within the basin, sub-basin, part of a basin or
group of basins Greece’s portion share on the Nestos River Basin &pproximately
42%. Bulgaria has 58%

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralmurtilateral) agreement(s) or
arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partafsin or group of basins?
One or more agreements or arrangements exist arid farce X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force [l
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféocall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s) [f

. Accord between Greece and Bulgaria ‘regarding theooperation on the
use of water from the rivers running the territories of the two countries’ signed
in Athens on 09/07/1964 [Legislative Decree 439360 (Government Gazette
193/A/04-11-1964), regarding Strymonas, Evros, Ardaand Nestos Rivers].

. Agreement, between the Government of the HelleniRepublic and the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria regarding wéers of the Nestos River,
signed in Sofia on 22/12/1995 [Law 2402/1996 (Gomment Gazette 98/A/04-
06-1996)].

. Joint Declaration between the Minister of Envirorment, Energy and
Climate Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Miister of Environment and
Water of the Republic of Bulgaria on Understandingand Cooperation in the
field of use of water resources on the respectivertitories of the shared river
basins between the Hellenic Republic and the Republof Bulgaria, signed in
Sofia on 27/07/2010 regarding the Strymonas, EvroArdas and Nestos Rivers).

Agreement or arrangement is under development O
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joinbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to



question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.

Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdrar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group
of basins.

Reply to question 2 refers to the Agreement, betwaehe Government of the Hellenic
Republic and the Government of the Republic of Bulgria regarding waters of the

Nestos River, signed in Sofia on 22/12/1995 [Law @¥1996 (Government Gazette
98/A/04-06-1996)].

2. (@) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfatea subject to cooperation?
Yes[]/INo[X]
If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
Yes[J/No[]
Additional explanations?

It covers allocation issues regarding water quantit subject matters (i.e. the
percentage of water of the Nestos River that flowisto Greek territory).

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabssin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[]J/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #ftgeement or arrangement?
(Please list): Greece and Bulgaria

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates twea or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[J/INo[X]

If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement: [fill in]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector O
Several water uses or sectors |

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):
Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., havigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types

Fisheries

oooooOoaa

Tourism
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Nature protection |
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]

There was no specification about the water sectom.he two Parties have
agreed to exchange information regarding the qualt and quantity
situation of the Nestos waters. The exploitation ght of the
transboundary inflow waters for Greece was fixed ta29%. In addition,
the Joint Ministerial Declaration of 27/07/2010 talkes into consideration
issues focussing on water and environment.

(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution
Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)

Consultation on planned measures

Oo0Od0X

Mutual assistance

Topics of cooperation

Joint vision and management objectives
Joint significant water management issues
Navigation

Human health

Environmental protection (ecosystem)
Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods

Cooperation in addressing droughts

OO0XXOOOOoOod

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

OoooooxOo

Exchange of information on planned measures

Joint planning and management

O

Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin



management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

oo

Development of shared infrastructure
Other please list): [fill in]

(e)  What are the main difficulties and challenties your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementatiamyi?

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity
Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriesfire agreement

oooooong O

No significant difficulties

Other please describe): The 1995 Agreement provides for the regular updatig
of the average water flow.

® What are the main achievements in implementimg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achievindh ssueccess?There is
collaboration between the riparian countries on theprotection against harmful
water impacts.

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenplé¢ase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

Law 2402/1996:

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70QrtC22wGW8w3YEhDyt3dtvSoCl
rL8gch8ztD7IMbtlI9LGdkF53UIxsx942CdygxSQYNugAGCFOIf B9HI6gSYtM
OEKEHLWNnFagmgJSA5WIsluV-

NRwO10KgSe4BIOTSpEWYhszF8P8UqgWb zFijIEhewbHONy2-
65N3TLIaXrlvlYolH5CzXyl7dRIEzHp

Is your country a member of any joint body @afmanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []

Actually, there are two joint bodies and replies povided under question 3 refer to
the second one;

the Permanent Greek — Bulgarian Hydroeconomy Commson established by
Law 2402/1996 (Government Gazette 98/A/04-06-1996) Ratification of
Agreement, between the Government of the Hellenic dpublic and the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria regarding wéers of the Nestos River,
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e the Joint Expert Working Group established by the 10 Joint Declaration
between the Minister of Environment, Energy and Clinate Change of the
Hellenic Republic and the Minister of Environment and Water of the Republic of
Bulgaria on Understanding and Cooperation in the ield of use of water
resources on the respective territories of the shad river basins between the
Hellenic Republic and the Republic of Bulgaria (siged in Sofia, in 27 July 2010
regarding the Strymonas, Evros, Ardas and Nestos Rers).

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

(@) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whidéhdkof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries |

Bilateral commission under 199%greement between the Government of
the Hellenic Republic and the Government of the Reyblic of Bulgaria regarding
waters of the Nestos River

Basin or similar commission |
Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihfs O

Other please describe): Joint Expert Working Group established by the
2010 Joint Declaration

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover th@ettansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanism®reece and Bulgaria

(d) Are there any riparian States that are not bem of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyo

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat |

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies [l
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): [fill in]
Other featuresplease list): [fill in]



(9) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanisni?
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\artjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecase
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog
Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary coopaeratio

000 Oo0Oo0o0d0 OUOXXK XOOXOO OoOxooOoxOo

Capacity-building

Any other tasks flease list): Cost allocation regarding monitoring
expenses (efficiency improvement, construction, matienance

8 This may include tasks according to the agreemetetsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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a) To establish the basis for a commonly agreed mhed of obtaining,
assessing and exchanging information concerning glitative and
gquantitative data of water resources and experieze and know -how in
the implementation of international agreements EU legislation and
pertinent national legal framework. In addition, exchange of
information on the possible effects, including theextraction of inert
material from river beds and river deposits, in acordance to the
UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessmentin a
Transboundary Context.

b) To coordinate river basin management plans, in @ordance with the
principles and recommendations set by EU Directer 2000/60/EC. In
addition, to collaborate on the protection againsharmful water impacts
and on monitoring and addressing environmental prokems in the field
of water, according to EU law.

¢) To coordinate and cooperate for the implementadin of a single joint
flood risk management plan or separate but coolinated management
plans for each of the shared river basins. Théocus shall be on
protection and preparedness, according to the prciples and
recommendations set by EU Directive 2007/6BC.

(h)  What are the main difficulties and challendest tyour country faces

with the operation of the joint body or mechanignany?

@

Governance issues X
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Unexpected planning delays [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Lack of resources |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures [l
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of effective measures |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Others please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdizsy bodies meet regularly?

YesX]|/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meetrmally, twice a year. Intermediate
meeting at a short notice may also be arranged whehe need arises.

More than once per year X

Once per year O



5.

Less than once per year [l

() What are the main achievements with regardsthie joint body or
mechanismExchange of information with regard to the producton fo RBMPs

(k)  Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[JINo [X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, eg. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian States and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism?

The relevant coastal State, Greece, is also a ripan state

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan
or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pgsint of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[X]|/No[]

If yes, please provide further details: There are joint objectives specifically on
flood problem issues and against harmful water impets, as well as monitoring
and solving environmental problems in the field ofwater, Minutes of the
fourth Meeting of the Bulgarian-Greek Joint Expert Working Group on

Cooperation on Water and Environment held in Athens on the 8th of May
2014

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins

protected, including the protection of ecosysteimshe context of sustainable and rational

water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samdi
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticjdascal coliforms,
heavy metals

oo X O

Water-related species and habitats protection
Other measureplease describe): [fill in]

@) Does your country regularly exchange infdram and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlidisan or group of basins?

Yes[X|/No []
(b) If yes, how often:

More than once per year O
Once per year X
Less than once per year O

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodies)n principle through electronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathcexchanged?
Environmental conditions X

Research activities and application of best avkal&édhniques [l
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Emission monitoring data

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc
transboundary impacts

Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, )etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels
Water abstractions

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impswt$, as
infrastructure development

Other subjectsp{ease list): [fill in]

O oooooogo o

Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datarsfndmation exchange: [fill
in]
(e) Is there a shared database or informaticifiopta?
Yes[_J/No [X]
® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[J/INo[]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
(@ What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges
Comparability of data and information

Limited spatial coverage

Oooon

Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial)
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangeerasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basinspléase describe): [fill in]

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters | ] O
Surface waters in the entire basin O | [



Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Surface waters on the main ] O |
watercourse
Surface waters in part of the basin [ [ O

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected O
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

in]

10.

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]
Joint and agreed methodologies [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d) Please describe any difficulties experieneét joint monitoring:[fill

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessrokthe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[J/INo [X]

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use join¢rmptality standards?

Yes[JINo [X]

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveithibithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?
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Notification and communication

Coordinated or joint early warnirgy alarm system for accidental
water pollution

Other please list): [fill in]
No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

11.  What are the measures implemented to preveithibrthe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication
Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts

Joint climate change adaptation strategy

Oo0ddX

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]
No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

12.  Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[JINo [X]
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdivén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a lmagjroup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, how? Through the consultation processes for the River Ban
Management Plan

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body

or mechanism |

Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod O

Stakeholders have a decision-making role in the jodody [l

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:

[fill'in]
Intergovernmental organizations O
Private sectors organizations or associations |
Water user groups or associations O
Academic or research institutions |
Other non-governmental organizations O
General public O

Other (please specify): [fill in]



Availability of information to the public

Consultation on planned measures or river basin
management plahs

Public involvement

Other please specify): [fill in]

Fig. 3 Nestos River Basin

9 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.

55



56

56

D. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
AXIOS RIVER

List of the riparian State§3reece, North Macedonia, Bulgaria, and Serbia,
Greece shares flow water with North Macedonia.

In the case of an aquifer, what is the nature of th aquifer and its relation with the
river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake O
Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water O
Confined aquifer connected to surface water |
Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water |
Other O
Please describe: [fill in]
Unknown O
Percentage of your country’s territory within the basin, sub-basin, part of a basin
or group of basins:Greece’s portion share on the Axios River Basin is

approximately 11.3% . The rest portion is shared amng Bulgaria, Serbia and
North Macedonia.

Doirani Lake belongs to the Axios River basin. Grege’s portion share on the Lake
is approximately 69%. North Macedonia has 31%.

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralmurtilateral) agreement(s) or
arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partafsin or group of basins?
One or more agreements or arrangements exist arid farce X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force [l
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféocall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s) Accord between the
Kingdom of Greece and the Socialist Federal Repuldi of Yugoslavia on
hydroeconomy issues signed in Athens on 18/09/19%Regislative Decree
4012/1959 (Government Gazette 232/A/31-10-1959)geeding Axios River

Agreement or arrangement is under development O
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joihbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to
question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementbut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.

Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdrar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group
of basins.

2. @) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfatea subject to cooperation?



Yes[]/No[X]

If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
Yes[J/INo[]

Additional explanationsfill in]

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabasin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[J/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #iggeement or arrangement?
(Please list): There has been a bilateral agreement between the igdom of
Greece and the Socialist Federal Republic of Yuglawia (1959). The States
bound by the agreement are Greece and North Macedan

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates toer or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[J/INo[X]
If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement: [fill in]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector O
Several water uses or sectors |

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):
Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., havigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

oooooooo

Nature protection
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]

(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution
Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)

Consultation on planned measures

XOKXKX

Mutual assistance
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Topics of cooperation

Joint vision and management objectives
Joint significant water management issues
Navigation

Human health

Environmental protection (ecosystem)
Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods

Cooperation in addressing droughts

oooooooood

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

XOOOOOXO

Exchange of information on planned measures
Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

oo d

Development of shared infrastructure
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]

(e)  What are the main difficulties and challentied your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementati@ny

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveitt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity

Insufficient technical capacity

ooooo O

Tense diplomatic relations



Non-participation of certain riparian countriestie agreement O
No significant difficulties O
Other please describe): [fill in]

® What are the main achievements in implementihg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achievingy success?he ad hoc
meatings were conducted in a spirit of cooperation

(9) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenpléase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

Legislative Decree 4012/1959

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70rtC22wEWSKS&wAPsHdtvSoC
IrL8noyF6ARJ3CN5MXDOLzOTLWPU9yLzB8V68knBzLCmTXKaO6f pVZ6
Lx3UnKI3nP8NxdnJ5r9cmWyJWelDVWS 18KAEhATUkJIbOX1LIdO 163nVIK
--td6SluarorJJUGG ythzg AUdYPTzt5NARxtrGf pvpctWifu2

Is your country a member of any joint body aramanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

(€)) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whidéhdkof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries
Bilateral commission

Basin or similar commission

O0XO

Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihfs
Other ¢please describe): [fill in]

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover th@ettansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanism®reece, North Macedonia

(d) Are there any riparian States that are not bem of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyp

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe): [fill in]

(U] Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?
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A secretariat |

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies O
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): [fill in]
Other featuresplease list): [fill in]
() What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanism®
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\eartjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecase
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog
Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations

Climate change adaptation

o000 o000 Obboooobo0o ooxooxd

Joint communication strategy
Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
1 This may include tasks according to the agreemetitsks added by the joint body, or its

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.



(h)

for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperatio

oo

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list):

a) examination of the information communicated by he Contracting

States concerning the measures to be taken and thproposed

hydroeconomic works

b) preparation and submission of proposals on the easures to be taken
and the work to be carried out including their techical and economic
study

c) assessment of projects submitted, both on theieffectiveness and
expediency, technical and economic life, as well asnsultation on their

implementation

d) control and taking up of common works

f) exchange of experience in the field of hydroecomics and

hydrometeorological data

g) submission of proposals for friendlysettlementfodisputes

What are the main difficulties and challengest your country faces with the

operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

@

Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Unexpected planning delays O
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Lack of resources O
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures O
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of effective measures O
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Lack of information and reliable forecasts O
Please describe, if any: [fill in]

Others fpleaselist and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdizsy bodies meet regularly?
Yes[]/NoX|

If yes, how frequently does it meet?

More than once per year

OO

Once per year
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Less than once per year [l

() What are the main achievements with regardsthie joint body or
mechanism? [fill in]

(k)  Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[J/No [X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, eg. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian States and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism?

Greece is both the relevant coastal State and a apian State

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan
or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pgsint of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[J/INoX]
If yes, please provide further details: [fill in]

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins
protected, including the protection of ecosysteimghe context of sustainable and
rational water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samd
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticidascal coliforms,
heavy metals

oo O O

Water-related species and habitats protection
Other measureplease describe): pollution prevention measures

(€) Does your country regularly exchange infdrama and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlidisan or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []
(b) If yes, how often:

More than once per year O
Once per year O
Less than once per year X

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodies)n principle through eelctronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathdexchanged?
Environmental conditions |
Research activities and application of best avkalédhniques O
Emission monitoring data O
Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc

transboundary impacts O



Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams,)etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels

Water abstractions

ooooon

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impswt$, as
infrastructure development |

Other subjectsplease list): qualitative and quantitative data sharing on
water, aquatic ecosystems

Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datargochiation exchange: [fill in]
(e) Is there a shared database or informatidifiopta?
Yes[J/INo [X]
® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[_J/No[]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
(@ What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges
Comparability of data and information

Limited spatial coverage

goooo

Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial)
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangiemasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basins@léase describe): Facilitates the production of RBMPs

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[J/INo [X]

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters O O O
Surface waters in the entire basin ] O |
Surface waters on the main O O |
watercourse

Surface waters in part of the basin [ O O
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Hydrological Ecological Chemical

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected O
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

10.

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]
Joint and agreed methodologies [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d)  Please describe any difficulties experiensét joint monitoring:[fill in]

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessroethe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use jointrmptality standards?

Yes[J/INo[X

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveimibithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?

Notification and communication X

Coordinated or joint early warnirgy alarm system for accidental
water pollution O

Other pleaseligt): [fill in]



No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

11. What are the measures implemented to prevdithibithe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication
Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts

Joint climate change adaptation strategy

OodonoX

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]
No measures O

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

12.  Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[JINo [X]
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

13.  Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdivén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a lmagjroup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, how? Through the consultation process for the River Basi Management

Plan

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body

or mechanism [l

Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod [l

Stakeholders have a decision-making role in the joddy [l

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:

[fill in]
Intergovernmental organizations O
Private sectors organizations or associations O
Water user groups or associations O
Academic or research institutions O
Other non-governmental organizations O
General public |
Other (please specify): [fill in]

Availability of information to the public X

Consultation on planned measures or river basin
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management plai's
Public involvement

Other please specify): [fill in]

C;D AXIOS RIVER BASIN

RIVER NETWORK

COUNTRY BORDIER

Fig. 4 Axios River Basin

11 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.

O X



E. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
AOOS RIVER

List of the riparian State§3reece and Albania

In the case of an aquifer, what is the nature of th aquifer and its relation with the
river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake |

Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water O

Confined aquifer connected to surface water |

Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water |

Other [
Please describe: [fill in]

Unknown O

Percentage of your country’s territory within the basin, sub-basin, part of a basin or

group of basins:Greece’s basin area extends to 2361 KniThe whole basin area is
6519 Knf So Greece’s percentage is 36%

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralnurtilateral) agreement(s) or
arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partbafsin or group of basins?

One or more agreements or arrangements exist ard force X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force O
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféscall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s) Agreement between
the Government of the Hellenic Republic and the Garnment of the Republic
of Albania on the establishment of the permanent Gek-Albanian Commission
on transboundary freshwater issues, signed in Athenon 03/04/2003 [Law
3405/2005 (Government Gazette 264/A/25-10-2005)].

Agreement or arrangement is under development [l
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joihbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to
question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.

Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdr@ar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group
of basins.

2. @) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfptea subject to cooperation?
Yes[X]l/INo []

If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
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Yes[]J/No[]

Additional explanations?t covers cooperation issues between Greece and
Albania for the protection of their transboundary watercources and lakes, i.e.
Aoos river, the Drinos river and the Prespa

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabasin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[J/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #ggeement or arrangement?
(Pleaselist): Greece and Albania

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates twea or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[]/INo[X]
If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement: [fill in]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector |
Several water uses or sectors O

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):
Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., navigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

ogooooooo

Nature protection
Other please list): [fill in]

(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation arduihed in the agreement or
arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution
Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)

Consultation on planned measures

OO0XKX

Mutual assistance

Topics of cooperation

O

Joint vision and management objectives



Joint significant water management issues
Navigation

Human health

Environmental protection (ecosystem)
Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods

Cooperation in addressing droughts

OoooxOoOon

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

XOOXOOXO

Exchange of information on planned measures
Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

oooOo o

Development of shared infrastructure
Other please list): [fill in]

a) To collect, compile and evaluate data provided byhe parties, in order to identify
pollution sources

b) To draw up inventories and to exchange informationon the pollution sources
mentioned in point 1 of this article

c) To define joint quality objectives and criteria and to propose relevant measures in
order to achieve these objectives concerning the tea quality

d) To serve as a forum for the exchange of informatiolen existing and planned uses of
water and related installations that are likely tohave a transboundary impact or to
have an adverse effect on the quality of freshwatsr

e) To discuss and evaluate proposals relating to theytraulic works the Parties might
decide to carry out in collaboration with each otheand supervise their application

f) To organise the cooperation and promote the estaBliment of national networks for
monitoring of the water quality
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g) To serve as an instance for exchange of informatiobetween the Parties on water
policy issues

h) To study proposals for the exchange of practical @erience and technical knowledge
in the field of freshwater, including exchange of fdrological and meteorological
data and transfer of experience on water monitoring

i) To promote collaboration between the competent nagnal authorities of the Parties

(e) What are the main difficulties and challentied your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementatiamyi?

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources
Insufficient human capacity
Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriesfie agreement

oooooog o

No significant difficulties
Other ¢please describe): [fill in]

® What are the main achievements in implementihg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achievinlg success?

Both delegations agreed to create a sub commissioaiming at their
coordination, for the production of a single managment plan related to the
whole river basin district of the Aoos river.

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenplé¢ase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

Law 3405/2005

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70QrtC22wHrZvzisKkBkg3dtv
SoCIrL8WEzaAz7B3iIF5MXDOLzOTLWPU9yLzB8V68knBzLCmTXKa
06fpVZ6Lx3UnKI3nP8NxdnJ5r9cmWyJWelDVWS 18KAEhATUKJIb 0x
1L1dQ163nVIK--td6SIuc3PWa8Qym-
cSByaJH2rOnr71UHt ypSHPOgwR2C viu

3. Is your country a member of any joint body aramanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

@) If there is a joint body or mechanism, whidéhdkof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries |



Bilateral commission X
Basin or similar commission O
Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihs O
Other ¢lease describe): Permament Greek — Albanian Commission

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover thé@ettansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanismPPlease list): Greece, Albania

(d)  Are there any riparian States that are not bram of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyp

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat O

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies O
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): [fill in]
Other featuresplease list): [fill in]
(g) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiady or mechanism?
Identification of pollution sources
Data collection and exchange
Joint monitoring
Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Setting emission limits
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\artjing
and alarm procedures

OO0 OXXOOXK

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecase

2 This may include tasks according to the agreemetitsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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b)

<)

d)

e)

f)

h)

Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

Exchange of information on best available technplog
Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperatio

ood OoboO0o0 DX XOKO

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list): [fill in]

To collect, compile and evaluate data provided byhe parties, in order to
identify pollution sources

To draw up inventories and to exchange informatioron the pollution sources
mentioned in point 1 of this article

To define joint quality objectives and criteria andto propose relevant measures
in order to achieve these objectives concerning theater quality

To serve as a forum for the exchange of informatiomn existing and planned
uses of water and related installations that are lkiely to have a transboundary
impact or to have an adverse effect on the qualitgf freshwaters

To discuss and evaluate proposals relating to theytraulic works the Parties
might decide to carry out in collaboration with ead other and supervise their
application

To organise the cooperation and promote the estaBhment of national
networks for monitoring of the water quality

To serve as an instance for exchange of informatiohetween the Parties on
water policy issues

To study proposals for the exchange of practical gerience and technical
knowledge in the field of freshwater, including exbange of hydrological and
meteorological data and transfer of experience on ater monitoring



To promote collaboration between the competent natnal authorities of the
Parties

(h)  What are the main difficulties and challengest your country faces with the
operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Unexpected planning delays [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of resources |
Please describe, if true:
Lack of mechanism for implementing measures [l
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of effective measures |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Others please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

0] Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdizsy bodies meet regularly?
YesX]|/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meétprinciple, once a year

More than once per year [l
Once per year X
Less than once per year [l

() What are the main achievements with regardsthe joint body or
mechanism?he two riparian states work together in the spirit of cooperation
and exchange of data and information.

(k)  Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, eg. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian Sates and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism? [fill

in]

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan

or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pgsint of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[J/NoX|
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However, the 2003 Agreement signed in Athens prows in its Article 2 that the
joint body (i.e. the Permanent Greek — Albanian Commission) shall, inter alia,
define joint water quality objectives and criteria and propose relevant
measures in order to achieve these objectives conaigg the water quality.

If yes, please provide further details: [fill in]

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins
protected, including the protection of ecosysteimghe context of sustainable and
rational water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samadl
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticidascal coliforms,
heavy metals

OXxX O 0O

Water-related species and habitats protection
Other measureglease describe): [fill in]

(€)) Does your country regularly exchange infdrama and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlesin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []
(b)  If yes, how often:

More than once per year O
Once per year O
Less than once per year X

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodies)n principle through electronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathdexchanged?
Environmental conditions
Research activities and application of best avkalédrhniques
Emission monitoring data

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc
transboundary impacts

Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams,)etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels
Water abstractions

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impswt$, as
infrastructure development

Other subjectsp{ease list): [fill in]

X ODOOOXXXO OO0



Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datarsfndmation exchange: [fill
in]
(e) Is there a shared database or informatiafiopta?
Yes[J/INo [X]
® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[_J/No[]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
(@ What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges
Comparability of data and information

Limited spatial coverage

Oooon

Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial)
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangiemasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basins@léase describe): Facilitates the production of RBMPs

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters O | |
Surface waters in the entire basin ] O |
Surface waters on the main O O |
watercourse

Surface waters in part of the basin [ O O

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]
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in]

10.

11.
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Joint and agreed methodologies O
Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network |
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d) Please describe any difficulties experiengét joint monitoring:[fill

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessrofthe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use jointrptality standards?

Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveimibrithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?

Notification and communication X

Coordinated or joint early warnirgy alarm system for accidental
water pollution

Other pleaseligt): [fill in]
No measures O

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveithibithe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication
Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts

Joint climate change adaptation strategy

oKX

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy
Other please list): [fill in]



No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

12.  Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[]/No [XJ/
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

13.  Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdivén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a lmagjroup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, how? Through the consultation process for the River Basi Management
Plan

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body
or mechanism

Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod

00O

Stakeholders have a decision-making role in th& joody

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:
[fill in]

Intergovernmental organizations

Private sectors organizations or associations
Water user groups or associations
Academic or research institutions

Other non-governmental organizations

Ooooond

General public
Other (please specify): [fill in]
Availability of information to the public

Consultation on planned measures or river basin
management plaks

O X

Public involvement

Other please specify): [fill in]

13 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.
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Fig. 5 Aoos River Basin



F. Name of the transboundary basinsub-basin, part of a basin or group of basins:
STRYMONAS RIVER

List of the riparian State§3reece, Bulgaria and North Macedonia.
Greece shares flow water with Bulgaria

In the case of an aquifer, what is the nature of th aquifer and its relation with the
river or lake basin:

Unconfined aquifer connected to a river or lake
Unconfined aquifer with no or limited relation wisiurface water
Confined aquifer connected to surface water

Confined aquifer with no or limited relation withrface water

Other

OooO0ogdo

Please describe: [fill in]

Unknown |

Percentage of your country’s territory within thees, sub-basin, part of a basin or group
of basinsGreece’s portion share is approximately 35%. Bulgae has 51 % and the
rest belongs to North Macedonia (14%)

1.

Is there one or more transboundary (bilateralnurtilateral) agreement(s) or

arrangement(s) on this basin, sub-basin, partoafsin or group of basins?

One or more agreements or arrangements exist ard force X
Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force O
Agreement or arrangement developed, but not ireféscall riparians O

Please insert the name of the agreement(s) or arrangement(s)

. Accord between Greece and Bulgaria ‘regarding theooperation on the
use of water from the rivers running the territories of the two countries’ signed
in Athens on 09/07/1964 [Legislative Decree 439360 (Government Gazette
193/A/04-11-1964), regarding Strymonas, Evros, Ardaand Nestos Rivers].

. Joint Declaration between the Minister of Envirorment, Energy and
Climate Change of the Hellenic Republic and the Miister of Environment and
Water of the Republic of Bulgaria on Understandingand Cooperation in the
field of use of water resources on the respectivertitories of the shared river
basins between the Hellenic Republic and the Republof Bulgaria, signed in
Sofia on 27/07/2010 regarding the Strymonas, EvrosArdas and Nestos
Rivers).]

Agreement or arrangement is under development [l
No agreement or arrangement [l

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain briefly
why not and provide information on any plans to address the situation: [fill in]

If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joihbody or mechanism for the
transboundary basin, sub-basin, part of a basin omgroup of basins then jump to
question 4; if there is no agreement or arrangementbut a joint body or mechanism
then go to question 3.
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Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilatdrar multilateral agreement or
arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, sh-basin, part of a basin or group

of basins.

2. @) Does this agreement or arrangement spdwfatea subject to cooperation?
Yes[]/No[X]
If yes, does it cover the entire basin or groupasins and all riparian States?
Yes[J/INo[]

Additional explanationsfill in]

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates tobabasin, does it cover the entire
sub-basin?

Yes[J/No[]
Additional explanationsfill in]

Which States (including your own) are bound by #iggeement or arrangement?
(Pleaselist): Greece, Bulgaria

(b) If the agreement or arrangement relates twea or lake basin or sub-basin,
does it also cover aquifers?

Yes[]/INo[X]
If yes, please list the aquifers covered by theagrent or arrangement: [fill in]

(c)  What is the sectoral scope of the agreemeatrangement?

All water uses X
A single water use or sector |
Several water uses or sectors O

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as appropriate):
Water uses or sectors

Industry

Agriculture

Transport (e.g., navigation)

Households

Energy: hydropower and other energy types
Fisheries

Tourism

ogooooogd

Nature protection
Other please list):

(d)  What topics or subjects of cooperation areudet in the agreement
or arrangement?

Procedural and institutional issues
Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution [l
X

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)
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Consultation on planned measures

OO

Mutual assistance

Topics of cooperation

Joint vision and management objectives
Joint significant water management issues
Navigation

Human health

Environmental protection (ecosystem)
Water quality

Water quantity or allocation

Cooperation in addressing floods

Cooperation in addressing droughts

Ooxogooooogd

Climate change adaptation

Monitoring and exchange

Joint assessments

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories
Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Common early warning and alarm procedures

Exchange of experience between riparian States

XOOOOOXO

Exchange of information on planned measures
Joint planning and management
Development of joint regulations on specific topics

Development of international or joint river, lakeaguifer basin
management or action plans

Management of shared infrastructure

oooOo o

Development of shared infrastructure
Other please list): [fill in]

(e) What are the main difficulties and challentiedt your country faces with the
agreement or arrangement and its implementatiamyi?

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
national laws, policies and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangenveittt
regional laws, policies and programmes

Lack of financial resources

oooOo o

Insufficient human capacity
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Insufficient technical capacity
Tense diplomatic relations

Non-participation of certain riparian countriesfire agreement

oogoo

No significant difficulties
Other ¢lease describe): [fill in]

® What are the main achievements in implementihg agreement or
arrangement and what were the keys to achievinig successth most meetings a
consensus was reached.

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or geraent or provide the web
address of the documenpléase attach document or insert web address, if
applicable):

a) Law 4393/1964:

http://www.et.gr/idocs-
nph/search/pdfViewerForm.html?args=5C70QrtC22wFtG1hLmXKMFHdtvSo
CIrL8u_IHzLbdDJF5MXDOLzOTLWPU9yLzB8V68knBzLCmTXKa06 fpVZ6
Lx3UnKI3nP8NxdnJ5r9cmWyJWelDVWS 18KAEhATUKJbOx1LIdO 163nVIK
--td6SIUQJ5HOEVFE- Ym67rqP3A48E0itLzZNgFa2FGOQTUYFrlz

this report.

Is your country a member of any joint body @afmanism for this agreement
or arrangement?

Yes[X]/No []
If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in]
Where there is a joint body or mechanism

The Joint Expert Working Group established by the ®10 Joint Declaration
between the Minister of Environment, Energy and Clinate Change of the
Hellenic Republic and the Minister of Environment and Water of the Republic
of Bulgaria).

If there is a joint body or mechanism, whicmdkiof joint body or mechanism
(please tick one)?

Plenipotentiaries
Bilateral commission

Basin or similar commission

oooad

Expert group meeting or meeting of national foazihs
Other please describe): Joint Expert Working Group

(b)  Does the joint body or mechanism cover thé@emtansboundary basisub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

(c) Which States (including your own) are membefsthe joint body or
mechanism?Please list): Greece and Bulgaria

- [ Awaypapnke: |




(d) Are there any riparian States that are not bem of the joint body or
mechanism? (please listyp

(e) If not all riparian States are members of jiiiet body or mechanism how
does the joint body or mechanism cooperate witmthe

No cooperation |
They have observer status [l
Other please describe): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism have anyheffollowing featuresp{ease
tick the ones applicable)?

A secretariat |

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in]

A subsidiary body or bodies X
Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): [fill in]

Other featuresp{ease list): Working Group and sub-Working Groups
(9) What are the tasks and activities of thistjbiody or mechanism®?

Identification of pollution sources

Data collection and exchange

Joint monitoring

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories

Setting emission limits

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives
Management and prevention of flood or drought risks

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common\artjing
and alarm procedures

Surveillance and early warning of water relatecae
Water allocation and/or flow regulation

Policy development

Control of implementation

Exchange of experience between riparian States

Exchange of information on existing and planned
uses of water and related installations

Settling of differences and conflicts

Consultations on planned measures

0000 XOOOOX NXOXOOKXKDO

Exchange of information on best available technplog

4 This may include tasks according to the agreemetitsks added by the joint body, or its
subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coaatBrand tasks which they implement should be
included.
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(h)

Participation in transboundary EIA

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin managenor
action plans

Management of shared infrastructure
Addressing hydromorphological alterations
Climate change adaptation

Joint communication strategy

Basin-wide or joint public participation and cortstibn of,
for example, basin management plans

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperatio

oo gooogdo o

Capacity-building
Any other tasksplease list): [fill in]

a) To establish the basis for a commonly agreed mhed of obtaining,
assessing and exchanging information concerning glitative and
guantitative data of water resources and experieze and know -how in
the implementation of international agreements EU legislation and
pertinent national legal framework. In addition, exchange of
information on the possible effects, including theextraction of inert
material from river beds and river deposits, in acordance to the
UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessmentin a
Transboundary Context.

b) To coordinate river basin management plans, in @ordance with the
principles and recommendations set by EU Directr 2000/60/EC. In
addition, to collaborate on the protection againsharmful water impacts
and on monitoring and addressing environmental prokems in the field
of water, according to EU law.

¢) To coordinate and cooperate for the implementadin of a single joint
flood risk management plan or separate but codlinated management
plans for each of the shared river basins. Théocus shall be on
protection and preparedness, according to the prciples and
recommendations set by EU Directive 2007/6BC.

What are the main difficulties and challentes your country faces with the

operation of the joint body or mechanism, if any?

Governance issues [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Unexpected planning delays [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of resources |
Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Lack of mechanism for implementing measures [l
Please describe, if true: [fill in]

Lack of effective measures |



Please describe, if true: [fill in]
Unexpected extreme events [l
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Lack of information and reliable forecasts |
Please describe, if any: [fill in]
Others please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in]

® Does the joint body or mechanism, or its sdiasiy bodies meet regularly?

YesX]|/No[]

If yes, how frequently does it meet? principle, twice a year.
Intermediate meetings at a short notice may also barranged when the

need arises.

More than once per year X
Once per year O
Less than once per year [l

0] What are the main achievements with regardsthe joint body or
mechanismTacilitation in the production of RBMPs

(9] Did the joint body or mechanism ever invitenan-riparian coastal
State to cooperate?

Yes[J/INo [X]

If yes, please give details. If no, why not, e.g. are the relevant coastal States also
riparian Sates and therefore already members of the joint body or mechanism? [fill

in]

Have joint objectives, a common strategy, atjoincoordinated management plan

or action plan been agreed for the basin, sub-pasirt of a basin or group of
basins?

Yes[X|/No[]

If yes, please provide further details. There are joint objectives specifically on
flood problem issues and against harmful water impets, as well as monitoring
and solving environmental problems in the field ofwater, Minutes of the
fourth Meeting of the Bulgarian-Greek Joint Expert Working Group on

Cooperation on Water and Environment held in Athens on the 8th of May
2014

How is the transboundary bassyb-basin, part of a basins or group of basins
protected, including the protection of ecosysteimghe context of sustainable and
rational water use?

Regulation of urbanization, deforestation, and samdi
gravel extraction.

Environmental flow norms, including consideratidrievels and
seasonality

Water quality protection, e.g. nitrates, pesticjdascal coliforms,
heavy metals

oo O O

Water-related species and habitats protection
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Other measureglease describe): pollution prevention measures

(€) Does your country regularly exchange infdrama and data with other
riparian States in the basin, sub-basin, partlesin or group of basins?

Yes[X]/No []
(b)  If yes, how often:

More than once per year O
Once per year X
Less than once per year |

(c) Please describe how information is exchanged. (in connection with
meetings of joint bodies)n principle through electronic means

(d) If yes, on what subjects are information aathdexchanged?
Environmental conditions
Research activities and application of best avkalédhniques
Emission monitoring data

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or eeduc
transboundary impacts

Point source pollution sources

Diffuse pollution sources

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, )etc.
Flows or water levels (including groundwater leyels

Water abstractions

oobooood OO

Climatological information

Future planned measures with transboundary impswt$, as
infrastructure development O

Other subjectsp{ease list): Hydrological and hydrotechnical data sharing
Other comments, e.g. spatial coverage of datargodmation exchange: [fill
in]
(e) Is there a shared database or informatiaifiopta?
Yes[J/INo [X]
® Is the database publicly available?
Yes[_J/No[]
If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in]
(@ What are the main difficulties and challengedata exchange, if applicable?
Frequency of exchanges
Timing of exchanges

Comparability of data and information

oooo

Limited spatial coverage



Inadequate resources (technical and/or financial) O
Other please describe): [fill in]
Additional comments: [fill in]

(h)  What are the main benefits of data exchangiemasin, sub-basin, part of a
basin or group of basinsPléase describe): Facilitation in the production of
RBMPs

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitgrim the transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[J/INo [X]

(@) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?

Hydrological Ecological Chemical

Border surface waters O O O
Surface waters in the entire basin ] O |
Surface waters on the main ] O |
watercourse

Surface waters in part of the basin [ [ O

please describe [fill in]

Transboundary aquifer(s) (connected
or unconnected)

Aquifer(s) in the territory of one
riparian hydraulically connected to a
transboundary river or lake

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how isishdone?

National monitoring stations connected through tavoek
or common stations [l

Please describe: [fill in]
Joint and agreed methodologies [l
Please describe: [fill in]
Joint sampling O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common monitoring network O
Please describe: [fill in]
Common agreed parameters |
Please describe: [fill in]

(c) Please describe the main achievements regargbmt monitoring, if
any: [fill in]

(d) Please describe any difficulties experieneét joint monitoring:[fill
in]
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Do the riparian States carry out joint assessroethe transboundary basin, sub-
basin, part of a basin or group of basins?

Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency and
scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) of the
assessment, and assessment methodol ogy applied: [fill in]

Have the riparian States agreed to use joinermptality standards?
Yes[_J/No [X]

If yes, what standards have been applied, e.g. international or regional standards
(please specify which), or have national standards of the riparian States been
applied? [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveimibithe transboundary impact of
accidental pollution?

Notification and communication X
Coordinated or joint early warnirgy alarm system for accidental
water pollution O
Other please list): [fill in]

No measures [l

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

What are the measures implemented to preveithibithe transboundary impact of
extreme weather events and climate change?

Notification and communication
Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods
Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts

Joint climate change adaptation strategy

OO00OXKX

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy
Other pleaseligt): [fill in]
No measures |

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting
in place such measures?: [fill in]

Are procedures in place for mutual assistan@ase of a critical situation?
Yes[J/No [X]
If yes, please provide a brief summary: [fill in]

Are the public or relevant stakeholders invdivén transboundary water
management in the basin, sub-basin, part of a lmagjroup of basins?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, how? Through the consultation process for the River Basi Management
Plan regarding the Strymonas River

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body
or mechanism O



Stakeholders have an advisory role in the jointybod
Stakeholders have a decision-making role in the jodody

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for the joint body or mechanism:
[fill in]

Intergovernmental organizations
Private sectors organizations or associations
Water user groups or associations
Academic or research institutions
Other non-governmental organizations
General public
Other (please specify): [fill in]

Availability of information to the public

Consultation on planned measures or river basin
management plais

Public involvement

Other please specify): [fill in]

15 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.

ooooon OO

0 X
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Fig. 6 Strymonas River Basin



Please remember to complete section Il for each dfie transboundary basins, sub-

basin, part of a basin or group of basins. Pleasdsm remember to attach copies of

agreements or arrangements, if any.

Water management at the national level

In this section, you are requested to provide gdrieformation on water management at
the national level as it relates to transboundarstevs.
transboundary basins, sub-basins, part of basidgeoups of basins, should be presented

in section 1l and not repeated here.

1. @)

Does your country’'s national legislationjigies, action plans and strategies

refer to measures to prevent, control and redugéransboundary impact?

YesXl/No []

If yes, please briefly describe the main national laws, policies, action plans and
strategies [

UN Convention on the Protection and Use of Transbadary

Watercourses and International Lakes done at Helsiki on 17/03/1992
[Law 2425/1996 (Government Gazette 148/A/04-07-199As amended
by Law 4137/2013 (Government Gazette 71/A/19-03-28)]

UN Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment ina
Transboundary Context done at Espoo on 25/02/1991dw 2540/1997
(Government Gazette 249/A/15-12-1997)]

UN Convention on Access to information, public paitipation in
decision-making and access to justice in environméal matters done at
Aarchus on 25/06/1998 [Law 3422/2005 (Government G@Gette
303/A/13-12-2005)]

UN Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational uss of
International Watercourses done at New York on 21/8/1997 [Law
3876/2010 (Government Gazette 159/A/20-09-2010)]

Amendments to articles 25 and 26 of the UN Convepin on the
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses ahinternational
Lakes, done at Madrid on 28/11/2003 [Law 4137/201@&overnment
Gazette 71/A/19-03-2013)]

UN Convention on the Protection of the Mediterranea Sea against
pollution done at Barcelona on 16/02/1976 [Law 858978 (Government
Gazette 235/A/23-12- 1978), as amended by Law 3022
(Government Gazette 144/A/19-06-2002)]

Protocol to the Barcelona Convention of 16/02/197®r the Protection
of the

Mediterranean Sea against pollution from land-basedsources done at
Athens on 14/05/1980 [Law 1634/1986 (Government Gaie 235/A/23-
12-1986), as amended by Law 3022/2002 (GovernmentaZgtte
144/A/19-06-2002)].

Information on specific
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International Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl Habitat done at Ramsar on 2J02/1971
[Legislative Decree 191/1974 (Government Gazette (3%/20-11-1974)].

Amendments to the Basel Convention on the Control fo
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and tleDisposal
[Law 3835/2010 (Government Gazette 43/A/16-03-2010)

Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament anaf the Council
of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Comunity action in
the field of water policy [Law 3199/2003 (Governmen Gazette
280/A/09-12-2003) and Presidential Decree 51/200%Government
Gazette 54/A/08-03-2007)]

Directive 2007/60/EC of the European Parliament anaf the Council
of 23 October 2007 on the assessment and managemehflood risks
[Joint Ministerial Decision 31822/1542/E103/2010 (&ernment
Gazette 1108/B/21-07-2010)]

Directive 2006/118/EC of the European Parliament ah of the Council
of 12 December 2006 on the protection of groundwateagainst
pollution  and  deterioration  [Joint  Ministerial  Decision
39626/2208/E130/2009 (Government Gazette 2075/B(2%-2009)].

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament andhe Council on
27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects oftaie plans and
programmes on the environment [Joint Ministerial Decision
107017/2006 (Government Gazette 1225/B/05-09-2006)]

Joint Ministerial Decision 1649/45/2014 (GovernmenGazette 45/B/15-
01-2014):Specialization on opinion procedures, puial information and

publicparticipation ~ during  public  consultations  regarding

environmental licensing projects and activities clasified in Category A
of the Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Change No.
1958/2012 (Government Gazette A 21 ), in accordanceith the

provisions of Article 19, paragraph 9 of Law 4014/211 (Government
Gazette A 209) and any other relevant details

(b)  Does your country’s legislation provide fbetfollowing principles?
Precautionary principle  Y¢&]/No[]

Polluter pays principle Yexl/No []

Sustainable development  Y&§/No []

User pays principle Ydx]/No []

If yes, please briefly describe how these principdee implemented at the
national level:

Via River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs), via Flood Risk

Management Plans (FRMPs), via Strategic Environmer Assessments
according to article 8 of Joint Ministerial Decisim 107017/2006 (Gov.
Gaz. 1225/B/05-09-2006,) via Environmental Impact #sessment
Documents and Post Project Analysis according to va 2540/1997 and
via provisions of article 8 of Joint Ministerial Decision 1649/45/2014
(Gov. Gaz. 45/B/15-01-2014), via programs-action gts, OECD,

MEDPol, INTERREG lll, etc .



(c) Does your country have a national licensing parmitting system for
wastewater discharges and other point source pmilait(e.g., in industry, mining,
energy, municipal, wastewater management or o#oss)?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, for which sectors?
Industry

Mining

Energy

Municipal

Livestock raising

OO0XOX KX

Aquaculture
Other (please list): [fill in]

Please briefly describe the licensing or permitting system, indicating whether the
system provides for setting emission limits based on best available technology?

If yes, for which sectors? (please list): The permitting system provides for setting
emission limits based on BAT for industry, municipduse and agricultural use.

If not, please explain why not (giving the most important reasons) or provide
information if there are plansto introduce a licensing or permitting system: [fill in]

(d)  Are the authorized discharges monitored amdrolled?
Yes[X]/No []
If yes, how? (Please tick the ones applicable):
Monitoring of discharges
Monitoring of physical and chemical impacts on wate
Monitoring of ecological impacts on water

Conditions on permits

OXOXKX

Inspectorate
Other meansp{ease list): [fill in]

If your country does not have a discharge monitoring system, please explain why not
or provide information if there are plans to introduce a discharge monitoring
system: [fill in]

(e) What are the main measures which your coutatkes to reduce diffuse
sources of water pollution on transboundary wateis., from agriculture, transport,
forestry or aquaculture)? The measures listed beddate to agriculture, but other
sectors may be more significant. Please be sureliede these under “others™

Legislative measures
Norm for uses of fertilizers
Norms for uses of manure

Permitting system

XOOX

Bans on or norms for use of pesticides

Others (please list):
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Norms for uses of plant protection products

(Presidential Decree 115/97 (Gov. Gazette 104 A)uthorization, placing
on the market and control measures for plant protetton products in
compliance with Council Directive 91/414/EEC as ihas been amended.

Economic and financial measures
Monetary incentives X
Environmental taxes (such as fertilizer taxes) [l
Others please list): [fill in]
Agricultural extension services |
Technical measures
Source control measures
Crop rotation

Tillage control

OoX

Winter cover crops
Others pleaselist): [fill in]
Other measures
Buffer/filter strips
Wetland reconstruction

Sedimentation traps

oooo

Chemical measures
Others pleaselist):

Norms for wise agricultural practices given by Joir Ministerial Decision
1420/82031/2015 (Government Gazette 1709 B): Codef @&ood
Agricultural Practices for water resources protecton from nitrates of
agriculture origin

Other types of measures O

If yes, pleaselist: [fill in]

What are the main measures which your coutaikes to enhance water

resources allocation and use efficiency?

Please tick as appropriate (not all might be relevant)

A regulatory system regarding water abstraction
Monitoring and control of abstractions

Water rights are defined

Water allocation priorities are listed
Water-saving technologies

Advanced irrigation techniques

Demand management activities

OXXXOKXKKXK

Other means (please list)



2.

(@) Does your country apply the ecosystems apprdac

Yes[X]/No []
If yes, please describe how: Through legislation, RBMPs, and EIA & SEA

(h) Does your country take specific measures tevemt the pollution of
groundwaters?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, please briefly describe the most important measures:

a) through standards in chemical status of water dicharges affecting
groundwater according to Joint Ministerial Decision 39626/2208/E130/2009
(Government Gazette 2075/B/25-09-2009): Definitionof measures for the
protection of groundwater against pollution and deérioration in compliance with

the provisions of Directive 2006/118/EC “on the prction of groundwater

against pollution and deterioration” of the European Parliament and of the

Council of 12 December 2007, and

b) via technical measures described in Joint Minigrial Decision
1420/82031/2015 (Government Gazette 1709 B): Codé @Good Agricultural
Practices for water resources protection from nitraes of agricultural origin.

Do your national laws require transboundary emwental impact assessment
(EIA)?

Yes[X]/No []

If yes, please briefly describe the legidative basis, and any related implementing
procedures.

Via ESPOO Convention that was ratified by Law 254997 (Government
Gazette 249/A/15-12-1997): Ratification of Converdgn on Environmental
Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context —Espo@onvention, and via
procedures specified by the Joint Ministerial Decion 1649/45/2014
(Government Gazette 45/B/15-01-2014): Specializaticon opinion procedures,
public information and public participation during public consultations
regarding environmental licensing projects and actiities classified in Category
A of the Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Change No. 1958/2012
(Government Gazette A 21 ), in accordance with therovisions of Article 19,
paragraph 9 of Law 4014/2011 (Government Gazette R09) and any other
relevant details.

If not, do other measures provide for transboundary EIA? [fill in]

Final questions
1.

What are the main challenges your country faeesooperating on transboundary
waters?

Differences between national administrative andllégmeworks  [X]
Lack of relevant data and information
Difficulties in data and information exchange

Sectoral fragmentation at the national level

OO0OXKX

Language barrier
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Resource constraints

Environmental pressures, e.g. extreme events

OX K

Sovereignty concerns

Please list other challenges and/or provide furtlegails: [fill in]
2. What have been the main achievement®operating on transboundary waters?

Improved water management

Enhanced regional integration, i.e. beyond water

Adoption of cooperative arrangements

Adoption of joint plans and programmes

Long-lasting and sustained cooperation

Financial support for joint activities

Stronger political will for transboundary water pevation

Better knowledge and understanding

Dispute avoidance

OoxXxOooooood

Stakeholder engagement

Please list other achievements, keys to achiewingess, and/or provide concrete
examples: [fill in]

3. Please indicate which institutions were consulteiring the completion of the
questionnaire

Joint body or mechanism

Other riparian or aquifer countries
National water management authority
Environment agency/ authority

Basin authority (national)

Local or provincial government
Geological survey (national)

Non-water specific ministries, e.g. foreign affafisance,
forestry and energy

Civil society organizations

Water user associations

oood ooooxod

Private sector
Other (please list): [fill in]

Please briefly describe the process by which thestipnnaire was
completed:

4. If you have any other comments please add them {msert comments): [fill in]

5. Name and contact details of the person(s) wiedfout the questionnairgléase
insert): [fill in]



Date:15/07/2020 (initial submission) 5/02/2021(revised submission

Signature:

Ms Maria Gkini, Director for the Protection and Management of the Aquatic
Environmnet, Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy

Thank you very much for taking the time to complkiis report.
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Fig. 7: Location and boundaries of groundwater bodés in Water Basin District 12 (Thrace)
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Fig. 9: Location and boundaries of groundwater bodés in Water Basin District 10(Central Macedonia)
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Fig. 10: Location and boundaries of groundwater boiks in Water Basin District 09 (West Macedonia)
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Fig. 11: Location and boundaries of groundwater boiks in Water Basin District 05 Epirus)
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JOINT DECLARATION OF
THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND CLIMATE
CHANGE OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC AND
THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
ON UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION
IN THE FIELD OF USE OF WATER RESOURCES ON THE
RESPECTIVE TERRITORIES OF THE SHARED RIVER
BASINS BETWEEN THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC
AND THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

The Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Change of the
Hellenic Republic, Ms Tina Birbili and the Minister of Environment and
Water of the Republic of Bulgaria, Ms Nona Karadjova, hereinafter
referred as “the Parties”,

After taking into account that Water is not just a commercial product
but, rather, a natural heritage which must be protected, defended and
treated as such,

Recognising the need for action to avoid long term deterioration of
freshwater status,

Expressing the desire to strengthen the friendly relations between the
Greek and Bulgarian people and to encourage the cooperation between

the two Parties in order to preserve and protect the waler resources of the
shared river basins,

Confirming the readiness of both Partics to recognize and when
necessary update all existing bilateral agreements and accords between
the countries on the use and protection of waters of rivers flowing
through the territories of both countries, in order to bring the bilateral
rclations in this field in a qualitatively higher level, on the principles of
mutual interest, mutual benelit, respect of sovereignty of each country
and the relevant obligations stemming from International Conventions
and EU lepislation ,

Considering that the two countries are member states of the European
Union and are committed to implement EU legislation conceming
policies related to nature and water resources and more specifically the
provision of Directives 2000/60 EC and 2007/60/EC,




Aiming to increase, enhance and develop the cooperation in the field of
water management and protection of the transboundary river basins
shared between the two countries,

The Ministers of both countries declare full understanding and readiness
of cooperation and collaboration by signing the present Joint Declaration,
by which:

1. The Parties declare their readiness and understanding for continuous
dialogue and cooperation in the field of water and environmental
protection at all relevant levels between institutions and administrations
of both countrics, as a form of promotion and development of their
bilateral relations.

2. The Parties express their readiness to exchange all relevant
information in their own judgement in the field of water under a
reciprocal operative or periodic exchange to the extent it is expressly set
in international instruments, EU legal acts and relevant updated bilateral
agreements and accords.

3. The main direction of bilateral cooperation between the Parties shall
be coordinated and implemented on the basis and within the framework
of the relevant national legislation of both countries in accordance with
EU Directives on water and through dialogue, negotiations and seeking of
equal and mutual understanding of all common issues on coordination
and cooperation in the field of water and environment, in the light also of
the Common Implementation Strategy, set up by the EU.

4 In order to manage in a sustainable manner and preserve water
resources on the respective territories of shared niver basins, the Parties
shall cooperate though regular exchange of information, concerning
qualitative and quantitative data of water resources, experience and
know-how in the implementation of international agreements, EU
legislation and the relevant national legal framework in the field of water
management and use. Moreover, each Party shall inform the other on the
possible effects, including of the extraction of inert matenal from the
rivers, 1n accordance with the UNECE Convention on Environmental
Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context.

5. Taking into account the goal of sustainable management of water
resources on the respective territories of the shared river basins, the
Parties shall coordinate the river basin management plans, in accordance




with the prnciples and recommendations set by the Directive
2000/60/EC.

6. In order to prevent floods and harmful water impact, the Parties shall
coordinate and cooperate to implement a single joint flood risk
management plan or separate but coordinated plans for each of the shared
river basins, focusing on protection and preparedness, in accordance with
the principles and recommendations set by the Directive 2007/60 EC.
Flood risk management plans shall address all aspects of flood risk
management, focusing on prevention, protection, preparedness, including
flood forecast and early warning systems and taking into account the
characteristics of the river basins, in accordance with the principles and
recommendation set by the Directive 2007/60 EC.

7. Use and provision of water for purposes such as drinking, industrial,
hydropower, agricultural and ecosystem protection shall be organized on
the principles of the EU Water Framework Directive, mutual benefit,
required reciprocity and state sovereignty.

8. The Parties confirm their common desire to further develop bilateral
relations between Greece and Bulgaria in the field of water by, in
particular, the establishment and maintcnance of early warning systems
for floods on the Strymon/Struma, Nestos/Mesta, Ardas/Arda and
Evros/Maritsa rivers on each of the respective territories under the criteria
and in accordance with the requirements of the EU flood directive, the
protection against harmful water impacts, as well as monitoring and
solving environmental problems in the field of water in accordance with
relevant ElJ legislation.

9. To ensurc the expert and imstitutional collaboration on the
implementation of the present Declaration, the Parties shall establish a
Joint Expert Working Group on cooperation on water and environment as
follows:

a) Within 3 (three) months following the signing of the Declaration each
Party shall designate a National Representative to be responsible for the
management of cooperation activities under this Declaration from the
side of each party.

b) Each Party shall inform the other Party regarding the names of the
National Representative and the alternate National Representative.

c¢) The Joint Expert Working Group upon its first official meeting shall
agree on its rules of procedure and shall adopt a joint Working
Programme containing specific cooperation activities.




d) National Representatives shall co-chair the meetings of Joint Expert
Working Group to be convened twice a year in order to discuss the
activitics under the present Declaration.

10. The Parties commit to use all forms of cooperation in the ficld of
water and environmental protection which can further develop in
favorable direction the bilateral relations between the Hellenic Republic
and the Republic of Bulgaria.

Upon mutual consent the Parties may share the results of their
cooperation with third Parties in conformity with their national legislation
and with international law.

Signed in Sofia, on 27" July, 2010 in 2 (two) original copies in Greek,
Bulgarian and English languages, all texts being cqually authentic. In
case of any divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

Nona Karadjbva

nt, Energy = Minister of Environment and Water
and Clirkate Change of the Republic of Bulgaria
of the Hellenic Republic of the Hellenic Republic




