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PREFACE

The exchange of information on experience gained in concluding and
implementing bilateral and multilateral agreements and other arrangements for
the protection and use of transboundary waters is part of the activities of
the ECE Working Party on Water Problems under the Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (E/ECE/1267),
which was adopted at Helsinki on 17 March 1992. This Convention is intended
to strengthen national and international measures to prevent, control and
reduce the release of hazardous substances into the aquatic environment, to
abate eutrophication and acidification, to ensure rational and ecologically
sound water management, and to protect related ecosystems including the marine
environment.

The present document is issued pursuant to the decision taken by the
Committee on Environmental Policy at its first session (ECE/CEP/1l) to revise
and update annually the 1993 list of Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements and
Other Arrangements in Europe and North America on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Waters (ECE/ENVWA/32) and to publish a completely revised and
updated version of the consolidated list of agreements at three-yearly
intervals. By 31 December 1994, additions and amendments to this document had
been submitted by the delegations of Austria, Croatia, Netherlands, Russian
Federation and Slovakia. These have been incorporated into the present
document.

In accordance with established practice, the 1994 update is published
under the sole responsibility of the secretariat. 1/

1/ The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of
its frontiers or boundaries.
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B. Amendments to references and the list of abbreviations

The publication referred to as "FAO/49" and "FAO/49: International
Treaties Concerning the Non-navigational Uses of International Water Courses -
Europe. Legislative Study No. 49. Rome. (forthcoming)" was published in 1993
under a new title and series number. The references should read "FAO/50" and
"FAO/50: Treaties concerning the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses - Europe, FAO Legislative Study No. 50. Rome.", respectively.



