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Mina do Barroso: Galician foundation filed 
for court
Agência Portuguesa do Ambiente not only did not deliver documents of the process before the period 
of public discussion, as determined by the Commission for Access to Administrative Documents, but it 
does not make available, during the period of public discussion, all the annexes, accuses the 
Montescola Foundation.
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The Galician environmental foundation Montescola filed a lawsuit in the Administrative and Fiscal 
Court of Mirandela against the Ministry of the Environment because of the lack of access to 
documents related to the environmental assessment process at the Mina do Barroso mine, in 
Boticas. At this stage, the president of the Portuguese Environment Agency (APA), Nuno Lacasta, is 
directly targeted, that the plaintiffs want him to be sentenced “to the payment of a periodic penalty 
payment”.

At issue is the access (or lack thereof) to the documents contained in the file presented by 
the concessionaire Savannah to the APA, in June 2020, within the scope of the mine's 
environmental impact assessment process.

After several environmental associations tried, for months, to gain access to the 
Environmental Impact Study (EIA) and the Mina do Barroso Mine Plan, the Galician foundation 
turned to the Commission for Access to Administrative Documents (CADA), evoking the 
complexity of the process in order to have access to documents before the short period of 30 
days for public consultation. The EIA, under the responsibility of Visa Consultores, has around 
3700 pages, in addition to another 2300 from the previous study of the Mining Plan.

At the end of March, CADA issued a favorable opinion to Montescola's request (https://
www.publico.pt/2021/04/01/local/noticia/ambiente-divulgar-ja-estudo-impactoambiental-
mina-barroso- 1956892), determining that "in the absence of access restrictions, the 
requested documents are public and freely accessible" and that "access shall be provided in 
the above framework". CADA rejected the APA's position that it would be sufficient for the 
documents to be made available during the public consultation period. “The exercise of the 
right of access and the right of public participation presupposes the provision of 
environmental information by the entity that holds it. These are, however, distinct rights, 
and the exercise of one does not consume the exercise of the other", the opinion reads, in 
which it is added:

The APA had ten days to present its “final reasoned position”, but, second, Montescola and 
MiningWatch Portugal neither responded nor delivered the documents. "The APA not only 
chose to disobey its legal obligation to respond within ten days following the issuance of 
CADA's opinion, but also ignored the hierarchical appeal filed by the foundation, forcing us 
to judicialize something so simple
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as a request for access to environmental information. This is an unprecedented and inappropriate 
attitude for a European country that has ratified the Aarhus Convention”, says Joám Evans Pim, 
director of the Galician foundation, in a statement this Thursday.

As it had threatened to do, the foundation then went to court and wants the director of the 
APA to be forced to pay a fine for every day of delay in providing all the documentation. And 
the issue was not even resolved with the opening of the public discussion period, on 22 
April. It's that even now there are documents that are still not accessible digitally, despite 
appearing listed in the process, they say. It is the case
- as the PUBLIC verified this Thursday - of the document that establishes the parameters
heaps, or another relating to soils or the annex relating to climate and climate change. 
“There are five attachments that are not available. They are on the list, but they are not 
available on the server and they are documents that have to do with crucial aspects”, says 
Nik Völker, from MiningWatch Portugal.

Montescola considers, therefore, that the entire process of difficulty in accessing documentation, 
which is public information, may “indict a crime of malfeasance”, and therefore “does not rule out 
new actions in the criminal sphere”.

This month, APA issued a declaration of compliance with the EIA (https://www.publico.pt/
2021/04/16/economia/noticia/apa-luz-verde-mina-litio-barroso-1958812), in what constitutes one 
more step for the British company Savannah to move forward with the exploration of lithium in 
the barrosã mine - a process that has been much contested by the population (https://
www.publico.pt/2019/01/15/local/noticia/ populationcovas-clay-want-to-lock-mine-lithium-open-
sky-1857919). The public consultation period has been running since April 22 and, until this 
Thursday, it had already had 24 participations.

PÚBLICO questioned the Ministry of Environment about this process, but it sent 
clarifications to the APA. The agency has not responded, so far, to PÚBLICO's questions, 
just as it had not responded when asked about CADA's opinion at the beginning of the 
month.

The Barroso Mine should represent a total investment of around 110 million euros, with 
215 direct jobs and 500 to 600 indirect jobs being created. Savannah, which now has a 
participation from Galp
(https://www.publico.pt/2021/01/13/economia/noticia/galp-empurrao-decisivo-projecto-litio-
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boticas-1946064), intends to make spodumena concentrate, an ore that, after being refined, 
allows the production of lithium necessary for the production of batteries for around 600 
thousand electric vehicles per year.
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