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Outline
• Up-date on WP.5 efforts aimed at operationalization of Euro-Asian Transport 

Links/ Corridor-based action

• International Transport Infrastructure Observatory (ITIO)

• Sustainable Inland Transport Connectivity Indicators (SITCIN) for road, rail, 
inland waterways and inter-modal transport

• Up-date on efforts of the WP.5-led Informal Multidisciplinary Advisory 
Group on Transport Responses to COVID-19



EATL Operationalization

What do we know? (source EATL phase III project)

Corridors need to: 
 be competitive
 meet the requirements of modern supply chains
 seize e-commerce opportunities

Physical and non-physical gaps are obstacles to meeting 
the objectives 

Significant performance gaps among different corridors



EATL – Corridor based action

At the 83rd Session of the Inland Transport Committee (Geneva, February 2021), the 
Governments of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, Ukraine and Kazakhstan “Expressed their 
interest to contribute towards the development of a corridor management mechanism 
proposal as well as to participate in the pilot implementation of such a mechanism”

The five Governments have subsequently prepared a detailed Working Document 
ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2021/1 presented at the 34th Session of WP.5 (September 2021)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-08/ECE-TRANS-WP5-2021-01e.pdf


EATL – Next steps
At its 34th session: “WP.5 welcomed the interest from several UNECE member States to 
actively participate on enhancing operationalization of Euro-Asian transport links and 
especially  the proposal submitted by the Governments of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, 
Kazakhstan and Ukraine to develop and pilot an EATL Route 3 Corridor Coordination 
Management Mechanism (CCMM) and a Corridor Performance Review (COPR) 
Mechanism.  WP.5 invited the group to report back on its progress in this regard at the 
forthcoming thirty-fifth session of the Working Party in September 2022”

The five Governments have tentatively agreed on the following thematic priorities:

• Digitalization of customs, border and transport documents (incl. eTIR and eCMR)
• Transport infrastructure development









I. Transport infrastructure networks and nodes
UNECE and ESCWA regions, overview of all 
available networks



II. Transport corridors
EATL, ESCWA, CETMO networks
As well as other initiatives…



III. Creating new project proposals
App for Governments to upload new projects in need of funding



IV. Identifying bankable project proposals
Multilateral Development Bank application, access to new project 
proposals



Sustainable Inland Transport Connectivity Indicators

• Purpose: provide a tool for countries to assess their degree of external 
connectivity in terms of transport, logistics, inter-operability, border crossing 
and trade processes etc.

• Pilot countries:

• Full set of 215 Sustainable Inland Transport Connectivity Indicators available in 
working documents: ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2021/8 and
ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2021/8/Add

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/ECE-TRANS-WP5-2021-08e.pdf
https://unece.org/transport/documents/2021/07/working-documents/sustainable-inland-transport-connectivity-0


SITCIN Criteria
• Measurable/ quantifiable & qualifiable

• Build on and incorporate existing indexes, e.g. World Bank Doing
Business Indicators, Logistics Performance Index, Air Connectivity 
Index, Liner Shipping Connectivity Index etc.

• Assess efficiency of both soft (e.g. regulatory framework) and hard
(e.g. infrastructure) related aspects of the respective inland transport 
systems

• Provide basis for informed & evidence based policy-making



SITCIN Structure & Scope



SITCIN Road
Mode Pillar Indicator

ROAD Economic Efficiency
Cost
Infrastructure
Operations
Intermodality/combined transport
ICT and ITS Solutions

Social Road traffic rules/behavior
Road traffic infrastructure
Vehicle regulations
Perishable foodstuffs transport
Dangerous goods transport (administrative)

Dangerous goods transport (infrastructure)

Environmental Fleet
Emission



SITCIN Rating
 Assessment is based on score card rating system (ranging from 0-10)

 Criteria:
 Effective implementation of key UN (and other) conventions in the field of inland 

transport 
 Degree of international, regional, sub-regional or bilateral integration or cooperation 

(more integration results in higher score)

 Approach: results in one aggregate connectivity score. Self-assessment based/ no 
external evaluation.  Allows for benchmarking/ comparison over time

 A process of weighting is applied in order to have a fair scoring system/ none 
discrimination on the basis of geographical and financial constraints for instance



Next steps – SITCIN user platform
Available in:

English
French
Russian
Arabic 
Spanish

E-learning user 
course to be 
integrated in the 
user platform



Data collection and visualization



Informal Multidisciplinary Advisory Group on 
Transport Responses to COVID-19



Background
• Multidisciplinary Advisory Group on Transport Responses to COVID-19 has convened 

on three occasions (June, September 2020 and June 2021)

• The deliberations held in the framework of the group (including a detailed set of 
recommendations) were integrated into a secretariat document 
ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2020/10/ entitled: “Taking stock of the resilience of the inland 
transport sector to pandemics and international emergency situations”

• ITC considered the document and decided “to prolong the work of the Advisory Group 
for one more year until February 2022” and “to enhance cooperation between working 
parties, and between the ITC and other specialized agencies of the UN System, 
including IMO and ICAO contributing to a better coordinated delivery of programme of 
work and increased interoperability”

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/ECE-TRANS-2021-4e.pdf


Background
• Follow-up to ITC request: 

o Informal meeting with mode specific Working Party Chairs and Vice Chairs (SC.1, SC.3/WP.3, WP.5, 
WP.24, WP.30)

o Third Advisory Group session was held in June 2021 with IMO and ICAO participation

• Deliberations focused on the identification of commonalities and lessons learned in 
the way that the maritime, aviation and inland transport (sub-)sectors responded the 
COVID-19 pandemic

• Additional information, revised recommendations for possible further action reflected 
in a revised version of ECE/TRANS/WP.5/2020/10/Rev.1



Possible way forward

1. At international transport regulatory level

o Prioritize a human centered approach/ recognize the essential role of 
transport workers

o Evaluate how COVID-19 induced “temporary” measures (temporary 
extension of validity of permits and documents or temporary exemptions 
and facilitations measures) can be turned into emergency protocls



Possible way forward
2. At the level of existing international legal instruments

o Assess how infrastructure agreements AGTC, AGR, AGC and AGN could 
serve as the backbone for the identification of critically important routes 
and nodes that need to remain open under any circumstances

o Assess how in the framework of the Harmonization Convention for instance 
criteria could be defined for land border crossings that need to stay open at 
any time in order to enable the international transport of essential cargo 
and supplies



Possible way forward
3. At the level of continued sectoral and inter-sectoral dialogue on pandemic 
preparedness: 

o Have pandemic / emergency preparedness as a recurrent agenda item for 
the forthcoming sessions of mode-specific WPs (SC.1, SC.2, SC.3, WP.24 and 
WP.30)

o Build further on the work done by the informal Advisory Group so far and 
continue to explore specific measures/ tools that could be developed aimed 
at increasing the resilience of the inland transport system to future 
pandemics, e.g. contingency planning for rail, road and inland waterway 
sectors



Pandemic preparedness - Next steps
At its 34th Session:

• “WP.5 requested the secretariat to prepare an official document including the 
recommendations developed so far as well as a proposed action plan for their 
implementation and to develop a concept note for further information 
exchange and possible contingency planning for rail as well as  road and inland 
waterways for the forthcoming ITC session”

• “WP.5 requested the secretariat to raise awareness about the important role 
that transport workers play in keeping supply chains operational at times of 
pandemics and other emergency situations and to enable their prioritized 
access to healthcare systems”

• SC.1 invited to provide feedback and inputs



2018
Feb Sep-OctThank you for your attention! 

Contact: roel.janssens@un.org

mailto:roel.janssens@un.org
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