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Outline



• The Eurostat yearbook 2002: 460 pages of almost only tables 

• Gives a message that statistics are boring

Before 2016 – only pdf and paper



• Short and clear texts without jargon explaining statistical indicators, for 

example the energy process

• Comments also on the figures and gives an overview of what is shown in the 

visualisations

• Interactive visalisations where the reader can play around with the data and 

compare countries of his/her choice

What is a digital publication?



Eurostat’s first digital publication in 2016 
– on energy

Only two interactive visualisations and the rest static – also two videos explaining

electricity and renewable energy



• One or two new digital publications per year

• Yearly update of existing digital publications

• Manual update of text

• « Unfreeze » interactive visualisations with a new reference period

Evolution since (1)



• User testing on the navigation and the look

• More interactive visualisations – only a few static if data not from Eurostat

• Streamlined process between authors, developpers and communication 

people

Evolution since (2)



• Changed name from « Digital publication » to « Interactive publication »

• A large range of interactive publications updated on a yearly basis 

• Different kinds

• 1/ An evolution of the version from 2016

• 2/ Simple ones without text

• 3/ Scrollytelling

• 4/ Dashboards

Today (1)



• Our traditional version has evolved:

• Interactive visualisations in the text

• Better embed and sharing

Today (2)



• Simple interactive publications:

• No text, only visualisations

Today (3)



• Dashboards with short Eurostat commentary – updated monthly

Today (4)



• Scrollytelling with interactive visualisations where regions in the text are 

linked

Today (5)



• HOWEVER, we still keep pdf and paper (limited print run) of four flagship

publications:

• EU in the world

• Key figures on Europe

• Eurostat Regional yearbook

• Sustainable Development goals (SDGs)

• All are packages with either an HTML or an interactive publication

linked

Today (6)



• Why keep traditional pdfs?

• Example: Regional Yearbook pdf: 300 000 views between 09/2020 and 

08/2021 compared with Regional Yearbook interactive: 400 000 views in the 

same period

• Still a lot of readers of the pdf…

Today (7)



• Always an HTML together with PDFs?

• Podcasts?

• Automatic update of text?

• Automatic translation?

• More short videos?

Tomorrow ?



Thank you! Any questions?
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