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Key features of SDGs

economic, social and environmental

leave no on behind

time bound



How does innovation policy for SDGs 

differ from traditional innovation policy?

POLICY AREA TRADITIONAL NEXT GENERATION

Objective Economic Economic, social and 

environmental

Inclusiveness PHDs and doctorates Women & girls, grassroots 

innovators 

Institutions & Infrastructure R&D facilities, science 

parks

Incubators, accelerators, 

makerspaces

Financing innovation R&D as a % of GDP, FDI Impact investing

Human Capital STEM Social entrepreneurship, 

tech ethics

Approach Curiosity-driven Mission-driven



ESCAP Innovation Policy Support to 

Member States 

Inclusive innovation policies for the SDGs

• Aligning national, sub-regional and regional

innovation polices to the SDGs.

• Integrating inclusive dimensions into innovation

policies.

Private sector innovation policies for the SDGs

• Inclusive business and social enterprise policies.

• Impact investing and innovative financing policies.



Inclusive innovation policies for 

the SDGs







Private sector innovation 

policies for the SDGs





Bangladesh

Establishment of the National 

Advisory Board for Impact 

Investment who are 

developing the Bangladesh 

Impact Investment Strategy 

and Action Plan

Vietnam

Government recognition of

social enterprise within the 

legal system

Thailand

Social Enterprise Act

Social Enterprise and Impact Investing



An inclusive business is one that provides goods, services and livelihoods to 

people living at the base of the economic pyramid and marginalized groups







Key messages

To meet the ambitions of the SDGs, innovation policies and 
strategies need to be directed toward solving the pressing 

social and environmental – as well as economic –
challenges of our time.

Inclusion must be at the heart of innovation policies and 
strategies if the promise of leave no one behind is to be 

met.

Government policy can incentivise the private sector to 
innovate for social and environmental impact as well as 

profit.
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