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Good morning Madam Chair,  

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Thank you for the invitation to join you for the 83rd session of the Global Forum for Road 

Traffic Safety (WP.1). It is my great pleasure to provide an update on the work and results 

of the United Nations Road Safety Fund (“UNRSF” or “the Fund”), the secretariat for which I 

have been heading since May this year. 

 

We have heard the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety, Mr. Jean Todt, 

make a compelling case that the biggest challenge and the biggest opportunity for success 

of  both the Second Decade of Action for Road Safety (2021 – 2030) as well as the broader 

UN Global Development Agenda lies with low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). I 

couldn’t agree more. 

 

The existing body of research supports that road traffic deaths not only predominantly 

affects poorer communities and countries; it also perpetuates poverty in poorer 

communities and countries. 

 

1. According to the World Health Organization (WHO) there are 1.3 million road traffic 

fatalities globally and between 20 and 50 million more people suffering non-fatal 

injuries and/or disabilities. The majority of these collisions occur in low- and middle-

income countries. 

 

2. Road traffic death rates remain unacceptably high in Africa and Southeast Asia, where 

they surpass considerably the 18.2 per 100,000 population global average. In some 

African countries, the rate is as high as 31 per 100,000 population. By contrast, the 

average across countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) is about 5 to 7 deaths per 100,000 population. 

 

3. It is also estimated that 12-70 million people are kept in poverty each year due to 

road traffic injuries and fatalities and that the estimated economic loss from road 

crashes ranges from 3-6 % of GDP annually – that is approximately a $1.85 trillion 

dollar burden on the global economy each year. 

 



These are macro-level data; but it is not difficult to imagine the financial losses to individuals 

and families, particularly in developing countries where there is less likelihood of meaningful 

insurance coverage or safety nets when family breadwinners are involved in fatal or even 

non-fatal road crashes. 

 

On the other hand, the Word Bank has indicated that halving the number of fatalities over 

24 years would generate an additional flow of income equivalent to 7% GDP in Tanzania 

to 22% GDP in Thailand. For South Asia, halving road traffic deaths would generate an 

estimated gross benefit of about $1.2 trillion dollars. 

 

There is a huge opportunity to save lives on the roads and to break cycles of poverty, which 

is linked to building capacity at the national level in developing countries to address key risk 

factors including poor road user behaviour such as speeding or not using safety devices; 

inferior safety standards for vehicles; poor urban planning; unsafe access to roads; and 

limited availability of safe infrastructure for non-motorized forms of transport such as 

walking and cycling. 

 

The United Nations Road Safety Fund was created in 2018 to do exactly that – to support 

developing countries’ efforts to improve road safety as they seek to save lives and 

livelihoods. 

 

Thank you WP. 1 for your foundation-setting work on road traffic safety. I also thank the 

Fund’s Advisory Board, Steering Committee, participating UN agencies, private sector 

companies, civil society actors and independent panel of road safety experts for their 

commitment, professionalism and expertise. Because of these critical inputs, the UN Road 

Safety Fund is well equipped to respond to low- and middle-income countries’ requests to 

better understand, prioritize, programme and implement internationally- accepted 

practices, standards, regulations and conventions on road traffic safety and sustainable 

transportation in low-resource settings. 

 

After 3 years of operations, the UN Road Safety Fund has mapped road crash hotspots & 

road safety infrastructure needs in Zambia; advanced safe and green street design in 

Ethiopia; improved data collection in Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal; strengthened legal 

frameworks in Arab countries; supported Azerbaijan with legislation to help reduce the time 

interval between crash and provision of first professional emergency care;  and built 

capacity for improved urban planning and sustainable transportation to keep children safer 

in Paraguay, the Philippines and South Africa. We are also supporting Lao PDR with driver 

testing and licensing reform and have helped increased enforcement of speed limits, use 

of safety devices and other road traffic rules in Brazil, Jordan, Tunisia and the Philippines. 

 

UNRSF projects that were allowed to continue during COVID-19 curfews and country 

lockdowns have clearly illustrated the value of a pooled global UN Fund for road safety. 
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Now supporting 29 of the world’s 125 developing countries from Afghanistan to Zambia, 

beneficiaries have reported reduced traffic deaths and increased access and use of safer 

low carbon transportation. 

 

For example, in Brazil, the road traffic rule enforcement system has been strengthened, 

resulting in a decrease in the rate of traffic deaths per 100,000 habitants from 17.03 in 

2019 to 15.64 in 2020.  In Ethiopia, the government adopted and has begun 

implementing a national plan to construct 3000 km of walking and cycling lanes, safely 

separated from vehicular traffic. These lasting changes in the countries’ road infrastructure 

and road safety culture is a legacy that will substantially improve road safety for millions of 

citizens and tourists.  

 

The Fund has also successfully mobilized government co-financing as well as creative 

sources of private financing for the global road safety agenda. There are 9 UN Member 

States (Russia, France, the European Commission, Bahrain, Cyprus, Monaco, Hungary, the 

Slovak Republic and Mauritius) which pledged financing during the Fund’s crucial pilot 

phase, totalling $5 million. This helped to leverage an additional $14 million from the 

private sector and Foundations. There was also an 83% increase, from 2019 to 2020, in 

projects that proposed co-funding arrangements and/or the recruitment of newly 

established national focal points on road safety. Finally, there is also a growing number of 

high-value innovative financing models being negotiated by the UNRSF secretariat 

ranging from merchandise fundraising, to contributions from insurance premiums and 

media engagements, to a global $1-or-more individual giving campaign.  

 

Looking ahead, the UN Road Safety Fund is now entering its scale phase of operations to 

align with the ambitious Global Plan of Action for the Second Decade of Action on Road 

Safety (2021 – 2030). It is a global health-related agenda which necessitates over $200 

billion of programme financing – a far cry from the current reality of global road safety 

financing, which today is so low that it still does not feature anywhere in the Financing 

Global Health report. 

 

Next month, the Fund’s 3rd cycle of 10 road safety projects will be launched during the 

United Nations’ Global Sustainable Transport Conference in Beijing. We have invited 

national celebrities, social media influencers and youth activists to speak on a panel to 

highlight the role of road safety advocacy within and beyond their national borders. These 

10 new projects will range from a focus on safe low carbon transportation options in 

Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Mozambique, the Philippines and Rwanda to an emphasis on 

strengthening robust data-collection and evidence-based interventions in Armenia, Iran, 

Lebanon and Tunisia. I invite you all to register and attend.  

 

Over the coming months, a replenishment of the UN Road Safety Fund will ensure that the 

4th Call for Proposals to be launched next year, and all future projects thereafter, will have a 



continued focus on high impact projects in low- and middle-income countries; have a 

benefit for multiple countries, with support of diverse partners; and with impact on linked 

SDG priorities including climate action, gender equality, sustainable cities, quality education, 

partnerships and decent work and economic growth. 

 

I call on your continued advocacy and support for our joint efforts in ensuring that no 

country is left behind as we seek to save lives, protect the planet and boost economic 

prosperity through the global road safety agenda.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

Nneka Henry, Head of the United Nations Road Safety Fund Secretariat. 

 


