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SURVEYS ON THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE

GOLD STANDARD APPROACH TO COLLECTING VIOLENCE PREVALENCE DATA:

Standard international survey 
methods with structured 
questionnaires

Guided by set of  ethical and 
safety measures

Extensive, specialized,
in-depth interviewer training

Participatory process 
and national ownership

Capacity building and 
mentoring of  national 
staff

Data for action!! 



Administrative data (service records) vs. population-based 
survey data on experience of violence against women: 

How well do they represent prevalence in a population? 
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https://asiap
acific.unfpa.
org/en/reso
urces/decisi
on-tree-
data-
collection-
violence-
against-
women-and-
covid-19

https://youtu.be
/cUS9Z8DC_94



Always prioritize 
women’s safety over data collection!

Before you start, ask yourself:

Is this really the best time to be collecting data?
Reflect on the motivation for the research: 

Who will benefit and in what way?
Are the women at the center?
Does the research add value?

Will the findings be actionable? 
How will you  ensure that findings will be used? 



When surveys can be resumed safely:
New (optional) COVID19 question

Think of the COVID pandemic and how it affected what your (last) 
(husband/male partner) did to you, which of the following statements 
best describes his behavior to you (ONLY ONE ANSWER): 

a) None of this behavior happened during the pandemic. It had 
already stopped before the pandemic. 

b) He did this already before the pandemic and it was the same 
during the pandemic. 

c) He did this already before the pandemic, but it got worse 
(more often, more severe) during the pandemic. 

d) Before the pandemic he did not do any of this; but it started 
during the pandemic.



• Regional Snapshot (2020) by UNFPA/kNOwVAWdata: Map of Violence against 
Women prevalence in Asia-Pacific region  | July 2020

• Decision Tree by UNFPA/kNOwVAWdata, WHO, UNWomen: Data Collection on 
Violence against Women and COVID-19 | 30 June 2020

• Brief paper by UNWomen-WHO Global Joint Programme: Violence against women 
and girls data collection during COVID-19 | April 2020

• Blog post by SVRI: Opportunities for SGBV Data Collection in the Time of COVID-
19: The Value of Implementation Science | 26 June, 2020

• Resource by SVRI: Pivoting to remote research on violence against women during 
COVID-19 | 24 July, 2020

• Think piece by UNICEF Innocenti: Remote data collection on violence against 
women during COVID-19: A conversation with experts on ethics, measurement & 
research priorities (Part 1) | May 2020

• News article by Devex: COVID-19: Has it become too dangerous to measure 
violence against women? | 6 May, 2020

Selected references and Resources

https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/en/resources/violence-against-women-regional-snapshot-2020-knowvawdata
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/en/resources/decision-tree-data-collection-violence-against-women-and-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/issue-brief-violence-against-women-and-girls-data-collection-during-covid-19
https://svri.org/blog/opportunities-sgbv-data-collection-time-covid-19-value-implementation-science
https://www.svri.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020-07-23/SVRI%20Knowledge%20Exchange%20-%20Research%20VAW%20COVID%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1997-remote-data-collection-on-violence-against-women-during-covid-19-a-conversation-with.html
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/en/news/covid-19-has-it-become-too-dangerous-measure-violence-against-women-devex


Thank you!!

henriette.jansen@gmail.com

kNOwVAWdata course: knowvawdata.com
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