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1.- Introduction

PRTRs have become over the years one of the most useful tools in evaluating the
environmental management and the sustainable development on a global scale. In this context,
not only the development of criteria which enable the comparability and the common
understanding across the existing PRTR systems but also ensuring a proper awareness and ease
of use of information provided is still a great challenge. This fact is recognised by different
stakeholders, decision-makers and international organizations, and has let to numerous works
dealing with these issues so far.

Despite work carried out by the international organizations related to PRTRs; mainly
UNECE, OECD, UNITAR, the available resources and the insights gained by countries which have
already implemented PRTRs, another challenge that can be addressed also through global web
portals is the basics of correct interpretation of data provided through PRTR systems, making
them more understandable for users and comparing what is comparable.

The present document wants to be a first exercise of discussion focusing on how to
enhance the current international resources of information in PRTR with the aim of avoiding
overlaps and getting comprehensive online tools in this regards, to the extent possible.

1.1. Goals

Following-up the discussion and the mandate given by participants during the 11" ICG
meeting, held on New York in 2017, this is a first paper prepared by the Chair on how to improve
leverage of the existing online sources of information related to PRTRs. The aim of this paper is
to improve the usefulness of the existing network of informative PRTR websites.

The following portals have been analysed in this document:

e PRTR.net: (Global portal on PRTR), managed by UNECE and OECD.

e OECD PRTR: OECD website on PRTR, including the Centre for PRTR Data
(managed with the support of the Japanese Government) and the Resource
Centre for Release Emission Techniques (RETs) (supported by the Finnish
Government).

e UNITAR PRTR Platform: United Nations: website of PRTR UNITAR (United
Nations Institute for Training and Research).

e IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemical Management (PRTR): managed
by the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals.
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https://prtr.unece.org/
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/
http://www.oecd.org/env_prtr_data/
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/
https://prtr.unitar.org/site/home
https://iomctoolbox.oecd.org/Default.aspx?idExec=d4a1192c-4325-422b-a1dc-e60515522e0c&Language=En

2.-Methodology

A straightforward, intuitive methodology has been tailored to compare these different
websites identifying their common and unique features. It is based on the following elements:

e Asking simple questions about the websites’ content and how it is provided.
e Establishing a colour code highlighting the characteristic per each element
assessed.

These elements are explained in more detail in the sections below.

2.1. Questions to be answered

Because the aims and target audience of each website analysed are different and,
therefore, their designs, contents, sections and viewing do not have necessarily to follow the
same criteria, an attempt has been made to identify possible common and differentiating
website features by raising the following key questions:

1. Which topics are covered by the What PRTR is; goals, aims, benefits, uses, why
website? PRTRs, key/core elements, data/statistics’ of
user/Vvisits/queries, etc...

2. What type of information is Technical data, search options, documentary
shown? background... (legal, guidelines/quidance’s,
technical/training documents,...)

3. How is the information provided? Is it understandable? well organised?, user-
friendly?,...

On-line, download options, formats,
aggregated/disaggregated....

4. Is the site available in different Only one?, two? More than three? Which ones?,

?
oClanEaEEs: the whole site?, only some/part of the

information?...

5. What organizations/institutions Public/private, are they international, global?,
are in charge of the website?
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2.2. Color code

In order to carry out an exhaustive analysis of these web portals, all and each one of the

corresponding pages and sections have been systematically visualised. In addition to answering

the key questions indicated above, for the different websites identifying their key features. A

colour code has been developed to classify them in the following way:

COLOR
USED

MEANING

Common part

Green means: the section/content discussed is a common aspect in all websites, even
though not necessarily descriptions verbatim match.

Description part

Text in black, without color, means: descriptive information on the respective
section/content.

The most specific information

Red means: specific sections/contents of the analysed web portal. From the point of view
of the study carried out, the information offered in these sections is what is deemed to be
of "greatest interest" or "most relevant" and what, where appropriate, should be
particularly visualised as the "most specialised and distinctive information" of the website.

3.- Global PRTR web sites assessed

3.1. OECD PRTR Portal

The OECD's PRTR Web Portal is posted as a specific section in the area of Chemical
Safety and Biosafety.
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http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/

&) OECD

BETTER POLIGIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD Home Countries

OECD Home Environment Directorate . Chemical safety and biosafety - Pollutant release and iransfer register .+ Pollutant Release and Transfer Regisier (PRTR)

> Bosiversivwaerend s POllutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR)

resource management

> Chemical safety and biosafety
In recent years, the public's *right fo know" has moved to the forefront of environmental policy making. PRTR is a key tool for governments to provide the public with

¥ Testing of chemicals «data regarding the amount of hazardous chemicals and pollutanis released fo air, water and soil and transferred off-site for ireatment or disposal

* Assessment of chemicals OECD has been supporiing developmant and implementation of PRTR systems in member countries by developing several guidance manuals and technical

documents. The OECD is also managing a few web-based databases in order fo encourage govemments and other stakeholders fo share PRTR data and technical
> Risk management of information.
chemicals

¥ Chemical accident

prevention, preparedness The Project Web-based resources
and response:
- Introduction to PRTRs Cenirs for PRTR Data

OECD and PRTRs Resource Cenire for Belease Estimation Techniques
3 Polutant release and E——

transfer register More about OECD activities PRTR.net (global portal fo PRTR information)

» Safety of manufactured Products & PRTR’nEt PRTR Brochure

nanomaterials
Publications on PRTRs

¥ Agricultural pesticides and

Reference: OECD PRTR Portal 02/07/2019 9:5

The home page of PRTRs is quite schematic from which different sections of information
are accessed, namely:

The Project Web-based resources

Introduction to PRTRs Centre for PRTR Data

OECD and PRTRs Resource Centre for Release Estimation
More about OECD Techniques

activities PRTR.net (global portal to PRTR information)

Products ;
Publications on PRTRs -~ PRTR'net PRTR Brochure

Reference: OECD PRTR Portal 02/07/2019 9:5

The page is only available in two languages: English and French.

The content of each of these sections is discussed below.

3.1.1.-Introduction to PRTRs

In this section two main topics are addressed (*):
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https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/pollutantreleaseandtransferregisterprtr.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/pollutantreleaseandtransferregisterprtr.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/introductionto-pollutant-release-and-transfer-registers.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/introductionto-pollutant-release-and-transfer-registers.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/oecdandpollutantreleaseandtransferregistersprtrs.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/oecd-activities-to-assist-prtr-implementation.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/oecd-activities-to-assist-prtr-implementation.htm
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/publicationsintheseriesonpollutantreleaseandtransferregisters.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env_prtr_data/
http://www.oecd.org/env/prtr/rc
http://www.oecd.org/env/prtr/rc
http://www.prtr.net/
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/39785042.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/pollutantreleaseandtransferregisterprtr.htm
http://www.prtr.net/
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/39785042.pdf

‘What is a PRTR?:

PRTR definition, main
characteristics and
benefits.

Introduction to Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)

WHAT 1S A POLLUTANT RELEASE AND TRANSFER REGISTERS (PRTR)?

Powered by B issuu

History of PRTR at the
OECD:

Information about the
OECD role in the
promotion and
implementation of
PRTRs.

modeling &nd outiooks

» Environmental polcy tools and
evaluaiion

» Greening ransport

> Resource productiity and
weste

HISTORY OF PRTR AT THE QEGD

The OECD began work on PRTR in response o Aganda 21, he resultof e United Nations Corference on Enviranment and Developmert (UNCED) in Rio de
Jaeiroin 1992. Agenda 21 cali or goverments to implement and improve databases abou ehamicals ncluding inventories.of emissions, wih the cc-operaticn of
industry and te publc.

In 1896, tne OECD Counci adopted a Recommendation on Implementing Polltant Release and Transfer Registers
[C{201818], which calls for Merber counties o esiablish a PRTR scheme. I ine witthe Counci
guidance manual for govemments fo develop and implement a PRTR scheme.

1/Final, as amended in 2003 [C(2003)37],
mendation, OECD also published a

‘The work has be2n conducted within the framework of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) which was estadlished by
UNEP, UNITAR, ILO, FAO, UNIDG, WHO and OECD in 1995 based on the recommendaion by the Agenda 21

In 1998, OECD held the Intemational Conference on PRTRs: National and Glooal Responsibiity in Tokyo, Japan. This conference was the largest and most significant
gathering of PRTR experis since the Earin Summit in 1982. far fufure infernational action fo enhance and support PRTR
implementation (se conference proceedings, Part | and Part I

Afterthe conference, ihe OECD has produced a seres of techical reparts highlighting characteristics of PRTRs. These reports analyse t diference of PRTRs and
discuss how a variely ofnational goals can dive-the dsign of a PRTR and fs operatin. Th i
consicring e development of, PRTRs

also serve 2 a eference for couniies deueloping, or

PUBLICATIONS

Lst of ns in the PATR series

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

3.1.2.- OECD and PRTRs

This section (*) provides more information with the role of the OECD particularly on the
Council’s Recommendation on PRTRs and other interesting information related to this topic
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https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/oecdandpollutantreleaseandtransferregistersprtrs.htm

Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)

OECD Gouncil's Recommendation

1 Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTAs) in response to Agenda 21, the result of the United Mations Conference on Enviranment
D} in Rie de Janeiro in 1392. Agenda 21 calls for to impl and improve abaut iicals including inventories of
eration of industry and the public.

2il adopted & Recommendation on Implementing Pollutant Release and Tranafer Registers [C/(96)41/Final, a3 amandad in 2003 C(2003)87),
untries to establish a PRTA schame. In line with the Council Recommendation, OECD also published a guidance manual for govemments to
PRTR scheme in English, French, Spanish and Bussian.

ietad within the of the Inter-Ol izati for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) which was established by
2, UNIDO, WHO and OECD in 1995 based on the recommendation by the Agenda 21. Past meetings of the |IOMC Include: The Americas

37 In Mexico (see outcome: B | i gement and Sustainable Development); Central and Eastern European
'e Mew Independent States (NIS) of the Former Soviet Union, 15-17 January 1987 in Prague (see summary_report); and Southeast Asia, 25-

D heid the International Conference on PRTRs: Mational and Global Responsibility in Tokyo, Japan. This conference produced a blueprint for
to enhance and support PRTR implementation (see conference proceedings, Part | and Part II).

ouncil Recommendation

riadically conductad surveys on the status of implementation of the Council Recommendation In member countries. A summary of the survey
2 review of the resulls serve as a reference tool for countries developing a new PRTR system or meditying an existing one.

rvey undertaken in 2009, all OECD member countries have established, or are preparing to establish a PRTR scheme in their countries. Links
regional PRTRSs are available from PRTR.nel, a global portal site for the PRTR information.

livities fo assist PRTRS

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

Although the information provided focuses on the process of implementation of PRTRs
in OECD member countries, it may be very interesting not only for the other OECD countries
that have not yet implemented a PRTR but also for other non-OECD countries.

3.1.3.- More about the OECD activities on PRTRs:

In this section (*) specific information about the ongoing activities carried about at the
OECD is given. The main aim of these activities is to develop practical tools to help countries to
establish and implement a PRTR, focusing on some of the most important challenges of the

PRTRs such as improving data quality, PRTR data application and harmonization of PRTRs
globally
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s soseny weesmenss OECD activities to assist PRTR implementation
rescuce managenert

L PRIR. incuding th: pravision of nformaion and technical
toimpraving quality, exploding PATR data appicasions PRTRS acrmss the counties.

» Assessmant of chemicals:
avalatle 21 OECD
» Risk management of
chemicals
» Chemi o techrimues aPATR exact
prevention, preperedness - i g N . o
erd esponse process, i i y
oEco i
G s « Four volumes of Rosourcs Compendium have:boen pubiished:
i + Pon sourcss (2002, revised 2013)
» Safety of mamociured + O site ansiers (2005)
nanomsteris - eleases from procets 2011, Part and Pan i)

» Agricultural pesiicides and » Ermeworicfor Selesting and Agolying
biocides '

for pruducing

» Biosafely - BioTratk
> Cimate change o = s mati Making such help faciiaie pubic pariioalion in
> Consumpson. mmovation end OECD has developed. i ar g
e nonment o by the DECD member courkios.

- Usssof Tooks forthei - e presaning and isiaing
> Emironment snd rade: e
——————————————— + Aootabin Use and Presertsion of Poludant Relesse and Transier Repisiers (PRTE) Dtz in 2013 exarrines PATF-rlaied nformaton focusing onuse,
> Emironment in emerging and fusther e way are applied, used o
ransiion eoonomies preseried
' Environmental country reviews
the countries.
3 Environmental indicaiors, Most! i i , wit flon being gi the data
'modaling and outiools PRIRs. Consequenty, many i of which i and nht thresholds irigge reporing.
o sforts o compar, agenate iramtan i 2 globel basie.
3 Environmentsl policy tools and In response, the DECD has besn member L sed PRTRs.
‘evalusiion
+ Global PRTR Proosal for a Hamanised List of Pollutants examines al
BEETT emicals and Merezy improve fhe comparebiy of PRTR daia.
— .+ Glokel PRIR, Progosalfora Hamonissd Lis of Ragoring Seciors n 2013 compiles a s ltol
? Resource po ly i i PATRs and UNECE Klev Prodocol on PATRS.
wasle + Guidance Document on Elements of 2 PATR: PART |in 2014 ey edemenis of it haw exeing
PRTAS have been designed, preseris fecommentdaions frem ihe OECD Couned i fons for desiring & PATR izt
'mees the nesds o the couriry implemening the PRTR, dala "l
2. Expest Group on PRTR
'OECD work on PFATR: s averseen by the Tesk Force on PATRs (TF PRTAS), compaset of xperts on PRTA T jes. The TF|
+ athise the Joir e he Vicrking Party on Chemicals,
challenges for the implementaiion of PRTRs, and propose: i T iy mears for natioral and
inemaiional aciors;
. i between i Task Force on Ex s relevant
Cxgnisaions on fhe various aspects of he PRTR work, and
. inthe fisk i ‘couriries the implicai dzvelopmens.

2. Expert Group on PRTR
(OECD work on PRTRs is overseen by the Task Force on PRTRs (TF PRTRs), composed of experts on PRTR in member countries. The TF PRTRs acivifies aim at:

advise the Joint Megfing of the Chemicals Committeg and the Working Party on Chemicals, Pesficides and Biotechnology on specific opportunies and
challenges for the implementation of PRTRS, and propose apprepriate measures to meet he challenges, including ways and means for nafional and
intemafional acfions;

promate communication and a clos working relafionship between the Task Force on PRTRs and the Task Force on Exposure Assessment as well as relevant
organisations on fhe various aspects of the PRTR work; and

analyse developments in the field of PRTRS and bring to the attentien of the memoer countries the implications of suh developments.

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

All the information shown in this part is exclusive to the OECD and is based on the
different experiences of the countries with PRTRs and therefore constitutes an essential source
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of information for those others that are in the process of implementing a PRTR or considering it.
That is why this section is classified as “red” one, in terms of the aim of this study.

3.1.4.- Web-based resources

This is another specific piece of information only provided by the OECD portal. There are
two main topics:

e Centre for PRTR Data, and
e Resource Centre for PRTRs

A).- Centre for PRTR data (*).

Centre for PRTR Data _ [4

Centre for PRTR Data
»Guidance of the darshase [pdf]
»Structure of the database [pdf]

Development of this site

This site has been developed by the OECD's Task Force on PRTRs (Pollutant Release and Transfer
Registers),which is part of the Environment, Health and Safety Programme. Japan served as a lead country
»0ECD Environment Page in the development of this website.

»0ECD home page

>0ECD Department List Purpose of this Database

The purpose of this database is to share PRTR data as widely as possible within the OECD area, consistent
with the OECD Council Recommendation C(956)41/Final, as amended by C(2003)87. The purpose is to
include PRTR data from as many OECD countries as practicable and feasible. PRTR data included in this
database is compiled on a national or regional level. The database does not include PRTR data of individual
sites of facilities.

This database will be updated on a regular basis to include additional and new data that has been made
available.

How to use this site

Users can create a report of PRTR data according to vears, countries, regions, industry sectors, chemicals,
types of release sources, and types of releases and transfers.

Users should note that due to differences between different PRTRs, such as the number and
type of pollutants, sectors that are subject to reporting_ and the reporting_ thresholds, it may be
misleading to compare or rank countries based on the PRTR data presented in this database.
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http://www.oecd.org/env_prtr_data/
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/

Information
from 40

countries. jﬁ

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

This database is the only one in which data from different countries on a global scale can
be consulted. Somehow, it complements the two regional registries that currently exist, the E-
PRTR and the North American PRTR managed by the Commission for Environmental

Cooperation (CEC).

This remarkable section should be made more visible worldwide, precisely because of its
uniqueness in which comparable information from many countries are shared, even further
bearing in mind that it is built on a voluntary basis.

B).- Resource Centre for PRTRs (*).

This sub-section is also an OECD specific compilation. There are many of documentary
repositories in almost all the existing PRTRs websites, usually considering its particularities. So,
the advantage of having such a "general compilation on Release Estimation Techniques (RETs)"
is that it could be served as the reference site to display all the available information in this
regard could be accessible for everyone who could need it. It would also be helpful in terms of
moving forward to a greater comparability globally through applying and naming the specific
RETs employed to prepare PRTR data.

Canada was the first leader of this project, followed by the Finish Government (Finnish
Environment Institute SYKE) who currently handle the Resource Centre for PRTRs. It is updated

on a regular basis to include additional and new documents.

As in the previous case (Centre for PRTR data), this sub-section should be made more
visible worldwide.
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https://prtr.eea.europa.eu/#/home
https://prtr.eea.europa.eu/#/home
http://www.cec.org/our-work/projects/tracking-pollutant-releases-and-transfers-north-america
https://www.ymparisto.fi/en-US
https://www.ymparisto.fi/en-US

Resource Centre for PRTRs

Development of this site

- Emissi rio Doc s
+ Country Specific PRTR websites and International Organizations

Search PRTR Guidance

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

A third topic is covered by the Web-based resources section, that is the inclusion of a
direct link to PRTR.NET, which is also described later in this document.

3.1.5.- Products: Publications on PRTRs (*).

“Products” mainly means “documents”. In this section, all PRTR documents produced by
the OECD can be consulted and downloaded. Essentially they refer to guidance documents on

several PRTR related issues.

I OECD Home

» Biodversty,waier and navral
resmurze management

3 Testng of thermiesls

» hsacssment o chemicats

@) OECD

BETTER POLICES FOR BETTERLVES

Couniries

OECDHome : Envonment Direciors: » Chenrical ssicl and biosaicly 1 Pulicalions in e series on ol Release and Trarsier Regisiens

Publications in the series on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

WHATS NEW

10 estani, = appmorie.

chemicals

> Cremical secdent

andresponse

» Poant rekase and
ransterregter

APt istoase ang regs s L a1, e s and
rasfaed of sz fo beabent o 5 wer L

This series & diaded betneen 3 fypes o publcaions:

» Cauncl A

renmatenss

> , Data applcation tectriques, Workshop repors)
3 Ofver pusialions

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used
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http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=all
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=prtr
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=prtr
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=prtr
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/documents_e.php?switch=prtr
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/countries_e.php
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/countries_e.php
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/countries_e.php
http://www.prtr-rc.fi/countries_e.php
https://prtr.unece.org/
https://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/publicationsintheseriesonpollutantreleaseandtransferregisters.htm

Once again, this is a very noteworthy section of the OECD website. It would be quite
appropriate to say that it is certainly one of the best-known sections consulted, since these
manuals are frequently used as a reference for those countries that are in the process of
implementing a PRTR.

3.2. UNITAR PRTR PLATFORM

The UNITAR (United Nations Institute for Training and Research) PRTR Platform is a
website developed under the UNITAR’s Chemicals and Waste Management Programme
framework focused on providing institutional, technical and legal infrastructure support and
capacities for sound management of chemicals. The aim of this PRTR Platform is to provide
specific information about the main activities carried out by UNITAR in promoting PRTRs as
helpful tools for countries to comply with the reporting requirements under the international
environmental conventions related to the management of chemicals.

% . PRTR
@ l‘& unitar Platform

Uniteet Nations instituite fur Taining and Ressarch

Home Projects News Events Resources PRTR:Leam PRTR:Network Webinars About Us

Lesflet | Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA, Imagery © Mspbox

Click on & country in green for more information.

Besides the horizontal browser bar linking to the main sections of the web, the home
page is dominated by a mapa mundi displaying the UNITAR ongoing activities in PRTRs. Also in
this homepage are presented general ideas about PRTRs and its valuable information is shown:
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First PRTR reporting trial
in Mongolia

October 22 2018

Do you know what is happening in your
neighbourhaod?
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chemicals?
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A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (FRTR) can
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Final PRTRs Lessons Leamed Warkshop &
Third Praject Steering Committee Mesting -
UNER/UNITAR/GEF

/25/19-3/17/19, Siam Rsap. Cambaia

Third Global Round Table on PRTRs
11/7/18-11/B/18, Palais da Nations, Ganeva.
Switzerland

Mational Inception Werkshag and trainings on
institutionzl and technical aspects of PRTRs in

Mongolia
/2818 £/29/18, Ulsarsastas, Mangelia
Latest Resources

Mational Straregy for Public Access to
Environmental Information and PRTR data of
the Kingdom of Cambodia

National PRTR. Exacutive Propasal of the
Kingdom of Cambodiza

Feport of the National PRTR Incaption
Wiorkshop of the Republic of Peru

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

The UNITAR PRTR Platform is only accessible in English

3.2.1.- UNITAR PRTR descriptive sections

The following site’s sections provide mostly information focused on the various ongoing

UNITAR projects, the latest activities and the most relevant developments. These sections have
therefore been classified as "descriptive" (*) for the purposes of this work.

Projects

UNITAR ongoing or terminated

country projects

Home  Projects

| Projects

@‘ﬁunitar

et i g et

News.

PRTR
Platform

Evenis  Resowtes  PRTRieam PRTR Network

Webinars

About Us

Global Project on the Implementation of Pollutant Release and Transfer Register as a tool for POPs reporting, dissemination and
awareness raising - Belarus, Cambodia, Ecuador, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Peru

Strengthening Capacities for Developping a National Pollutant Release and Transfer register (PRTR) in Support of SAICM
Implementation in Mongolia - Mengolia
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https://prtr.unitar.org/site/projects

News

Latest news related to PRTR
meetings, events, publications,
articles, etc.

Events

Information on international
and national events (workshops,
conferences, meetings) related
to PRTRs

@/ Sunitar PRI

ing Committee Meeting - UNEP/UNITAR/GEF

Resources

PRTR guidelines and documents
produced by national
institutions and international
organizations. Materials
organized: By theme; by
organization; by country.

Resources

Mation Scatagy for Publi Access-to Envicremental Iarrusion and
PRTR gt of the Republic ofPery

2018

P
P
s
P
-

P
s e
IncepnCn Warkshop
s
PO—
- e
e

Webinars

Virtual PRTR classroom where users
can access information such as
topic and link of the next scheduled
webinar. Webinars are usually
open, free and the address specific
PRTR topics, with the participation
of international PRTR experts.

Though this section is mainly a
“descriptive” one, it could be also
very useful to use it in a broader
context

@ Sunitar pIR

Home  Mojecs  News Bwnts  Reowces  PRIRlewn  PRIRNewok  Webinar

| PRTR:Virtual Classroom

Welcome to the UNITAR webinar series on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)

Date:21 May

Time:03:00am CEST

+ Introduction to PRTRS - IOMC Toolbox Webinar for Indonesia Workshop

TR Legal Framework in Cambodia

Time: 200pm CEST

« Training Webinar on PRTR Online Reporting In Cambodia

DS May 2018 - Timer 1:00pm CEST

« Training Webinar on PRTR Online Reporting in Kazakhstan
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https://prtr.unitar.org/site/news
https://prtr.unitar.org/site/events
https://prtr.unitar.org/site/resources
https://prtr.unitar.org/site/page/prtr-webinars

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

3.2.2.- PRTR:Learn and PRTR:network

Especially interesting from the perspective of this work are the sections called
PRTR:Learn and PRTR:network, which should be more exploited and visible to the global PRTR

community.

| PRTR:Learn

Welcome to the UNITAR video trainings on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

Module 1 - Communication & Module 2 - Legal Module 3 - Release Estimation
Dissemination of Data Implementation Techniques

‘

Jdi 2D e

Module 4 - Data Standardisation Module 5 - Online Reporting

: PRTR
unitar pjatform

Projects

PRTRNetwork ~ Webinars  About Us

News  Events  Resources  PRTR:Leam

| PRTR:Network

Connect with a global PRTRs community!

Do you Want to Iearn more Sbout PRTRS?

Are you an international expert in the field of PRTR?

Come joint UNITAR's PRTRs Community on Facebook. Here, we aim to raise awareness and to engage people on PRTRS. In this group, you
can discus about PRTRS, share your PRTR related content, or learn more about different aspects of PRTRs through posts relaying articles,
news and videos. All PRTR curious are welcome. Let's enhance fruitful exchanges

Come joint UNITAR Professional Network on PRTRs on Linkedin. Here, we take a more professional angle as we want to build an enline
network of PRTRS experts. Practitioners, from governmental officials to international experts can debate on particular technical aspects,
exchange documents, discuss and share experiences. In addition, as UNITAR is sometime seeking extemal expertise for training abroad,

we will post job offers on this group. Come join now this dynamic networkl

Clink on the icons and become part of grawing PRTRs community!
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https://prtr.unitar.org/site/prtr-learn
https://prtr.unitar.org/site/page/prtr-network

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

3.3 - IOMC toolbox on PRTR

The third global portal in PRTR assessed is the IOMC Toolbox on PRTR, handled by the
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) - a collaborative
agreement between FAQ, ILO, UNDP, UN Environment, UNIDO, UNITAR, WHO, the World Bank
and the OECD.

Actually, the IOMC Toolbox scheme on PRTR constitutes one of the possible options in
the more general IOCM platform developed to facilitate countries in their implementation and

decision making processes in chemicals management:

Help [ Language

G = @) Ge s @
(@) ux @ @8 ine

unitar who -

UNEP -
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals

New navigation | Navigation history | Map | Namé

IOMC toolbox home

Next Step More information

Welcome to the IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making
In Chemicals Management

Gap analysis

— IOMC Toolbox Flyer 2 [3
=g

The IOMC Intemet-based Toolbox for Decision Making in Chemicals Management
(IOMC Toslbex) is aimed at countries who wish to address specific national issues
regarding chemicals management

— Intreductory video

- — Video tutorial [2
he IOMC Toolbox is 2 problem solving toel that enables countries to identify the g0 utor

most appropriate and efficient national actions to address specific national problems
related to chemicals management _ O
Assessment Toolkit &

The toolbox identifies the available IOMC resources that will help the country

address the identified naticnal problem(s) or objectives. Special focus is given to

identifying simple cost effective solutions to national chemicals management issues.  — UNIDQ Chemical Leasing
toolkit

This website is available in three languages: English, Spanish and French.

The site is currently under revision and will be promptly replaced by a new one. The new
image of this new site can be seen in this_link:
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https://iomctoolbox.oecd.org/Default.aspx?idExec=82a7c994-25d3-4353-8e80-e26ef7d757d9
https://iomctoolbox.oecd.org/Default.aspx?idExec=82a7c994-25d3-4353-8e80-e26ef7d757d9
https://iomctoolbox.oecd.org/Default.aspx?idExec=82a7c994-25d3-4353-8e80-e26ef7d757d9&Language=En
https://iomctoolbox.oecd.org/Default.aspx?idExec=82a7c994-25d3-4353-8e80-e26ef7d757d9&Language=En
http://ocde.preprod.agence-modedemploi.fr/integration/?page=homepage

IOMC Toolbox

The IOMC Toolbox includes 8 chemicals management schemes. Among those, the
Toolbox provides a dedicated PRTR scheme to help countries that are in the initial phase of PRTR
design, or in a more advanced implementation phase, to find the relevant PRTR documents and
guidelines published by IOMC organizations. Trying to summarize the way the current version
works, the tool is developing a customized flowchart, depending on the selected options in each
step. For each one of these choices, a series of recommendations on how to move the process
forward are offered.
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IOME toolbox home Gap analysis Management objective
Management N igement
10MC toolbox home Gap analyais gbiective selectior Scheme for PRTRs.
ext Stej :
P National management scheme for PRTRs
Resource Assessment
“You have chosen to investigate setting up or improving your national management scheme for Pollutant Release and
Transfer Registers (PRTRs). The objective of a national management scheme for PRTRs is 1o strengthen the capabiliies of
countries to track the amount of certain chemicals released 1o air, water and land and transferred off site that may pose a
threat to human health and the environment. Collecting these data helps support informed decision-making by industry,
) izations and the public
Before setiing up or improving a national management scheme for PRTRS, it is necessary o assess the resources available
in your country.
Tussdey, Januaiy 30, 018
IOMC Toolbox for Decision Making in Cl i New navigation | Navigation history | Map | Name,

Management objective

Resource >
Assessment

Next Step

National management scheme for PRTRs
© Limited Resources
© Medum Resources Resource Assessment

O High Resources Select one of the resource availability options according 1o the description below.

Limited Resources: Your country has restricted means in terms of money and infrastructure/competent personnel. There is
litle opportunity for either or icated legislation.

WMedium Resources: Your country has restricted means in terms of money and infrastructure/competent personnel but
probably not both. There is, however, some opportunity for developing more eomplex infrastructure or implementing more
complicated legislation.

High Resources: Your country has reasonable means in terms of both money and infrastructurefcompetent personnel. There
i an opportunity for developing more complexti or more legislation.

Below is a list of tools relevant for implementing this topic:

— UNITAR: Resource Mobilization for the Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste, Guidance Document [2011]
Tuesday, January 20, 2018

lomc for D Making in Ci M New navigaten | Navigation history | Map | Name

Management objective Resource assessment PRTR Initiation

St Shop i for PRTRs

Medium resources

You have decided that only medium resources are available in your country to set up of improve the national management
scheme for PRTRS

Tusesay. sanuary 30, 2018

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to learn more about the green colour used

Though the information used to develop the flowchart is based on both the OECD and
UNITAR guidance materials, this section is clasifyed as “red” one for the purpose of this exercise,
since it is a user-friendly way of proceeding.
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3.4.- PRTR.net

This PRTR portal is the one with the most global perspective of all the websites analysed.

WELCOME TO PRTR.NET

This website provides a global portal to Pollutant Release and
Transfer Register (PRTR) information and activities from countries for
and organisations around the world. The website aims to assist stakeholders
countries in the development, implementation and improvement of
PRTR programmes

It has been developed and is maintained by the Task Force on
Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs) of the in Chemicals PRTR Resources
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development Management

(OECD), in cooperation with the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE).

PE— around the
READ MORE Globe

It has been designed to serve as the main showcase in relation to PRTR information and
activities worldwide. Assisting countries in their implementation and/or improvement of PRTR
programmes is the final goal of this website.

Currently the website is hosted and maintained by the UNECE and is managed
substantively jointly by UNECE and OECD.

The information provided on the website is available, so far, in four languages: English,
French, Russian and Spanish.

Besides the corresponding browser bar and quick access to several sections, the latest
news and resources on PRTRs are also summarized in the home page.

In following chapters is analysed a little bit more deeply into how this page is structured
and its contents.

3.4.1.- About PRTR section.

This section is common to other websites, while including specific aspects, such as PRTR
vs sustainability and frequent asking questions (F.A.Q.):
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https://prtr.unece.org/
https://prtr.unece.org/

About PRTR (*):

PRTR definition, core
elements and benefits for
stakeholder...

In this section also:

Information about the
role of PRTR in sustainable

development...

Elimz
F.A.Q. Bbout PRIR PRTR for Stakeboblers Resowrces FRTR around the Globe  PATR i Chenicals Nanagement

[y Frequently Asked Questions

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used
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https://prtr.unece.org/sustainable-development
https://prtr.unece.org/sustainable-development
https://prtr.unece.org/faq

3.4.2.- PRTR for Stakeholders

Though this information is similar on some of the other website, not so how to present

it:

PRTR for Stakeholders
(*):

Who stakeholders are and
how they can use PRTR
data...

Authorities

Industry

Public in general

Research

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used
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3.4.3.- Resources

A worthwhile section since it is not a compendium of technical documents and manuals
but a list of links in which such information can be found. In addition, potential site visitors are
also invited to contribute with new sources of information or updating the existing ones,
through the possibility of contacting directly the different website administrators.

Other specific sub-sections are:

Good practices

The sharing of good practices among Parties and stakeholders is a key factor for good cooperation under the Protocal; it provides very concrete help to Parties for finding
wiays to effectively and efficiently implement their obligations.

Parties and stakehalders are encouraged to submit good practices to the secretariat, All incoming suggestions will be analysed and made available on the global PRTR
portal, PRTR.net. Furthermore, Parties are encouraged to promate their work, including activities that go beyond the Protocol and the use of the recommendations
addressed in this document, by making their efforts public and sharing their experience through PRTR.net or the Protocal’s website, The selected good practices are
struetured according to the seven topic areas set out in sections A to G below,

Select one section A4

Good practices regarding the organization of work at the national level include:

1. Establishing working groups to deal with the implementation of a PRTR fe.g, see the NIR submitted by Spain];
2. Farming  PRTR stakeholder group, which includes representation from all competent authorites, regularly meets to consider all aspects of PRTR data (e, trends,issues
and Improvements) and takes joint steps to secure unfform action (e.g, see the NIRs submitzed by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland or the EU)

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used
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https://prtr.unece.org/resources

Filterl Videos 4 | Apply

VIDEOS

Pollution Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) in the
Hrodna region - English subtitles

—————

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

The way this "Resources" section is structured and designed, constitutes a really good
example on how to leverage the information and contents from the different global portals. The
only outstanding issue would be to gain greater visibility of these actions so that all stakeholders
could take better advantage from them.

3.4.4.- PRTR around the Globe

Yet again, this is a specific section of this site, partly at least. Certainly, other portals also

provide links to the several implemented PRTRs and other international organizations. The
global PRTR map is an original and extremely handy way to show how PRTRs are being
implemented globally.
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https://prtr.unece.org/PRTR-around-the-globe

Links to other international
agencies and organizations T e e s e

~
5,
e;ég International agencies and organizations

® eg!
© Europaan Ptans Emion Rgener(EPER) Mavkgont
bt : s Tt g o
< O
< e e, et NI sy
R et oA e
"
I ATRs and human ri
(L) PRTRs and human rights
o vt
fassssps Dokt
s ok
crasisigurd

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

The PRTR Global map should be significantly more visible, maybe using it as the image
on the homepage
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3.4.5.- PRTR in chemical management

This is again a specific section, at least in terms of how the information is presented.

PRTR in chemical
management (*)

Two main sub-sections

PRTR in chemical
management and sustainable
development

PRTR Inter-agency
coordination on sound
chemical managent

(link to IOCM Toolbox on
PRTR)

PRTR in chemicals management and sustainable development

in the dealings under UNECE, UNEP, the
sful implementation of the SDGs and the use of

( FRTR> ]

= 10MC Toolbax for Decision Making in Chemicals Management (hispa//lomctoolbox.oecd.org!

(*) see section 2.2 of this document to know more about the green colour used

The way this section is structured and designed, is another good example on improving
leverage of the different global PRTR portals.
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4.- Appraisal Outcomes

The following table sums up the main findings of the evaluation carried out on the

existing PRTR global portals, taking into account the methodology described in the chapter 2 of

this document and bearing in mind the primary objective of which is to improve the exchange of

information on the use and good practices in the implementation of PRTR systems at a global

level.

TOPIC/ELEMENT

Explains what PRTR is

Describes PRTR goals/core elements
Describes PRTR benefits

Search options/tools

Provides aggregated information on
releases/transfers data (Centre for PRTR
data, OECD)

Gives information using social network
Provides technical documents, guidance,
capacity building and, training materials,

manuals, webinars, explanatory videos
and/or other type of documentation.

Describes the PRTR implementation
process step by step

Show a global view about the PRTR state of

implementation.

Contains a “Frequently Asked Question”
section

Gives specific information addressed to
different stakeholders

Links to PRTRs, international organization,
etc.

OECD UNITAR I0MC
PRTR PRTR el | R
X X X X
X X X X
X X X X
X(1) X(1) X(1) x(l)
X
X X
X X X X
X
X
X
X(Z) X(Z) X(Z) X(Z)
X X
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OECD UNITAR iIoMC

TOPIC/ELEMENT PRTR.net
OPIC/ PRTR = PRTR toolbox €
Available in one language X
Available in two languages X®
Available in three or more languages. X X@

(1) Mainly in those sections relating to compiled data/documents.

(2) PRTR.net is the best example on this issue.

(3) Some documents (Resource Centre for RETs) are feasibly in other languages than English

(4) Generally speaking is recommended to use the international language acronyms instead of

specific flags to identify the available languages.

In addition to the likeness and differences listed in the table above, certain weaknesses

or common shortcomings to all of these websites can be pinpointed from this thorough analysis:

With the exception of PRTR.net, the rest of the sites are very specific and much
focused on "their" target audience.

Only PRTR.net is available in over three languages, in all its sections and tools.
In this regard, it should also be noted that most of the technical documents and
guidelines available are just in English.

It seems that these global portals hardly have any impact on those who are not
working directly on PRTRs and are more known as potential resources for
technical documents or for guidance to authorities involved in PRTR
implementation and management. Also, it seems that the public in general does
not know about these portals, therefore it is difficult for the public to consult
them and be aware of the benefits these records provide for the community.
Neither do any of them provide information on visitors’ statistics and accessions
nor its provenance or about the information and documents, if any, downloaded
and the number of times.

Therefore, while valuable information on PRTR issues can be extracted and consulted

from all these portals, it could be said that the existing websites are not streamlined sufficiently

and the global PRTR.net website, which experts and general public could first refer to, is not

enhanced enough. Moreover, it should be the gateway to access, subsequently, to more

specific, technical or local information according to the users interests and needs.
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5. Conclusions and recommendations

In view of the need to have in place a proper global website, which could be served as the
main reference concerning PRTRs but also capable of pointing out the interest of the public in general
on PRTRs, and taking into account the findings derived from this work, PRTR.net is the best placed of
all 4 websites studied to become the main entrance to the PRTR world, due to the more PRTR umbrella
term used and what is more important its potential target audience.

In order to achieve this objective, emphasis should be focused on three fundamental pillars
considering the current site design and structure:

1. Being global: that is, “accessible from anywhere to everyone” through the best user-
friendly way as possible, showing the “PRTR concept” globally and making it accessible
promoting the multilingualism as possible, i.e. offering the information in many languages
as possible using the international language acronyms instead of specific county flags.
Maybe also using the global PRTR map as a lure from the home page.

2. Provide general information about PRTR and promote actively its uses and applications.
That is, on one hand improving the basic information through answering essential
guestions about PRTRs, like definitions, goals, uses, applications, advantages, benefits,
stakeholders involved but illustrating with some examples and good practices, using an
easy language, etc. On the other hand giving information about the visitor/user statistics
providing also data on the most frequent queries requested, document/information
downloads, PRTR visitor ranking worldwide. Finally promoting the active participation of
the public/visitors through boosting the contact tools including the social networks. This
would also help to constantly improve this global portal but also the rest of PRTR websites
worldwide. Provide comprehensive and clear information and link to PRTR.net from other
websites.

3. Provide specific information: the proposal is based on the idea that the purpose of
PRTR.net as the reference concerning PRTRs should be strengthened. In this context, with
the aim to increase the visibility of the huge and valuable work that is undertaking by the
international organizations like OECD, UNECE, UNITAR, UNEP, etc. and also by countries it
is proposed to streamline the use of the PRTR.net as the main bridging and dissemination
tool to make it know. Specific links to all these websites giving brief information on what
the user can expect to find.

Last but not least, in order to keep alive the public interest and the utility of any website
platform it is essential to carry out periodically but frequently updating actions accompanied by
informative ones provoking in this way the constant interest in accessing the website seeking the
latest news or whatever...
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In short, the proposal for consideration can be graphically summarized as follows: Where
could I find information about PRTR? ....just go to PRTR.net (1):
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'ACCESSIBLE FOR EVERYONE IN EVERYWHERE
GLOBAL MAP / DIFFERENT LANGUAGES

@ p UNITA

GENERAL INFORMATION AND a 3. SPECIFIC
STATISTICS INFORMATION

Infographic designed by the Chair in collaboration of PRTR-Espafia team (2019).
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