
 
 
 
 

                                           
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE  
 

19th MEETING OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE  
ON IWRM IN ARMENIA 

 
May 27, 2021 

Yerevan, Armenia 
 
The 19th Meeting of the Steering Committee (SC) of the National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM) in Armenia was chaired by Mr. Artyom Mkhitaryan, Acting Head of the 
Department for Licenses, Permits and Compliances of the Ministry of Environment and the Chair of the 
Steering Committee of the National Policy Dialogue on IWRM. The SC meeting focused on discussing recent 
progress in modernizing national water policy, extending access to water supply and sanitation, as well as 
enhancing transboundary cooperation. The meeting offered an opportunity to address remaining tasks in 
conjunction with the priorities and EUWI+ activities of the country-specific work program, as well as discuss 
next steps towards ensuring sustainability of the results and reflect on further needs and priorities in the 
water sector beyond EUWI+. 
 
The meeting was held in hybrid form, where local participants present in Yerevan were connected online 
with the international participants. 
 
In the opening session, welcoming remarks were given by Mr. Andrea Baggioli, International 
Aid/Cooperation Officer of the European Union (EU) Delegation to Armenia, and Mr. Alexander Zinke, Team 
Leader of the EU Member States Consortium, on behalf of all EUWI+ Project partners. 
 
After the tour de table and adoption of the agenda, a short video on the main achievements and results of 
the EUWI+ project was demonstrated for the SC meeting participants.  
 
The first session of the meeting examined the recent progress made in modernizing the national water 
policy and governance, and discussing the future priorities. Particular focus was given to the progress in 
approximating the national legislation to the EU water-related directives in line with the Comprehensive 
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the EU. 
 
Mr. Vahagn Tonoyan, EUWI+ Project Local Representative in Armenia, gave a presentation on the legislative 
approximation to the EU water-related directives with a focus on the revision of the Water Code and Road 
Map for implementation of CEPA. The presentation was followed by a Q&A session and some discussion on 
several key points of approximating Armenia with the EU water-governance.   
 
Ms. Nune Bakunts, Deputy Director of the National Centre for Disease Control and Prevention at the 
Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia, raised the need to develop a specific roadmap for 
implementation of obligations under the EU Drinking Water Directive, given that the current roadmap “On 
Ensuring the Implementation of the Water Quality and Resources Management Area under CEPA”, 
approved by the Decree No 224-L of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Armenia, does not 
address the Drinking Water Directive. The Ministry of Health had already received certain assistance under 
the TAIEX instrument, but according to Ms. Bakunts, there is still a need for further support in terms of 
development of the roadmap for implementation. 
 
Mr. Eduard Mesropyan, director of JINJ LLC, stressed the importance of a more detailed action plan to 
implement the requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive, given that it is by far the most 
challenging water-related directive for implementation. 
  



 
 
 
 

                                           
 

The second session of the meeting was devoted to presenting and discussing the progress in transboundary 
water cooperation with neighbouring countries. Mr. Alisher Mamadzhanov and Mr. Alexander Belokurov 
from the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) gave a presentation on recent reporting 
under SDG indicator 6.5.2 on transboundary water cooperation, and shared several lessons learned from 
the process. Afterwards, Ms. Gayane Shahnazaryan, Deputy Director of the Hydrometeorological and 
Monitoring Centre of the Ministry of Environment, presented the details of transboundary water 
cooperation with Georgia in the Khrami-Debed River Basin. 
 
The presentations were followed by a Q&A session, during which the SC members and representatives of 
beneficiary institutions discussed the opportunities for improving the reporting under the water-related 
SDGs, and opportunities for potential agreement between Armenia and Georgia on joint transboundary 
monitoring of water quality in the Khrami-Debed River basin. 
 
The third session of the meeting was devoted to presenting and discussing the progress in river basin 
management planning and enhancing monitoring capacities under the EUWI+ project. Mr. Zinke provided 
a presentation on upgrading the water monitoring capacities for surface and ground water bodies at the 
Sevan and Hrazdan River Basin Districts (RBD) of Armenia, followed by the presentation of Ms. Florence 
Pintus from the French International Office for Water on the development of river basin management plans 
(RBMP) in the Sevan and Hrazdan RBDs of Armenia. Afterwards, Mr. Mkhitaryan summarized the future 
priorities and timeline for river basin management planning in Armenia. 
 
The presentations were followed by a Q&A session and discussions on several key points related to the 
topic. Particularly, the participants of the SC meeting discussed the options on institutionalization in river 
basin management planning in Armenia, and the need for strengthening the implementation of the RBMPs. 
 

The fourth session of the meeting was aimed at summarizing the next steps towards successful completion 
of the EUWI+ project, and exploring the outlook beyond 2021. Ms. Tatiana Efimova from the Organisation 
of Economic Cooperation and Development delivered a brief presentation on the future priorities with 
regards to the water governance reform and implementation challenges, to facilitate discussion among the 
SC participants.  
 
Ms. Anna Margaryan, Chief Secretary of the Water Committee of the Ministry of Territorial Administration 
and Infrastructures of the Republic of Armenia, highlighted the following priorities for the Committee: 1) 
institutional aspects of the drinking water supply and sanitation for the self-supplied 579 settlements, 
particularly under the post-pandemic circumstances; 2) the need for development of concept paper for 
wastewater treatment, prioritization of investment needs, application of models, and development of 
wastewater treatment standards; 3) the need for development of a detailed roadmap for the 
implementation of the EU Floods Directive; and 4) policy reforms for promoting the construction of 
reservoirs in Armenia, including legislative changes and mechanisms for attracting private investors, and 
related issues. 
 
Ms. Emma Anakhasyan from the NGO “Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment” stressed 
the importance of a follow-up on the targets and action plan under the Water and Health Protocol, and 
highlighted the need for continued support for official adoption and implementation of the Prime Minister’s 
Decree “On Approving the Action Plan Deriving from the Water and Health Protocol”. 
 
In conclusion of the 19th Meeting of the SC, closing remarks were given by Mr. Mkhitaryan and Mr. Baggioli. 
On behalf of the Ministry of Environment and other beneficiaries Mr. Mkhitaryan expressed the deep 
gratitude to the EU for the successful implementation of the EUWI+ project, which achieved numerous 
tangible results in Armenia, and expressed his hope for a continued successful cooperation beyond EUWI+, 
particularly towards implementation of CEPA. Mr. Baggioli on his turn thanked the participants of the SC 
meeting and expressed his satisfaction with the discussions and progress made within the EUWI+ project. 



 
 
 
 

                                           
 

He informed that EU support in the water sector is continuing through the EU4Sevan project, and also via 
the expected follow-up regional water project.  

 
 


