Information for the attention of Implementation Committee,
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context (Espoo, 1991)

To be sent through the Secretary to the Convention:

Ms. Tea Aulavuo

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Office 319, Palais des Nations,

8-14 Avenue de la Paix, 1211 Genéve 10, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 917 1723

Fax: +41 22 917 0107

E-mail: eia.conv@un.org

Website: www.unece.org/env/eia

Date sent to the
Secretary

10 February 2019

Sent by (“the source”):

Name

Dimiter Koumanov

Organization

Balkanka Association, Sofia, Bulgaria

Postal address

Petko Todorov blvd, bl.8, en.D, app.87, Sofia 1408

Country (State)

Bulgaria

Telephone +359 887 931 241
Fax
E-mail dkoumanov@abv.bg
Website http://balkanka.bg/ ; https://dams.reki.bg/Dams/Map ;
https://www.facebook.com/balkanka.bg/
Concerning:

Party or Parties (States) of

origin, under whose jurisdiction
a proposed activity is
envisaged to take place

Republic of Serbia

Affected Party or Parties

(States), likely to be affected

by the transboundary impact of
a proposed activity

Republic of Bulgaria

Activity (project), identified in
the list of activities in Appendix |
to the Convention

Lead - Zinc - Copper mine "Podvirovi" at the village of Karamanica, Bosilegrad
Municipality in Serbia, also referred to as the "Karamanica" Mine, in operation close
to the border between Bulgaria and Serbia since 2016

Likely significant adverse
trans- boundary impact of
the activity (project)

Poisoning of the transboundary groundwater bodies in the region concerned, as
well as forthcoming pollution of the transboundary Dragovishtitsa River, running in
Bulgaria within the boundaries of Natura 2000 Habitats Directive Site Karshalevo
BG 0000294

Provisions of the

Convention (Articles)
Compliance with which is being
contested

Republic of Serbia has breached Article 2, paragraphs 1,2,3 and 6.
Republic of Bulgaria has breached Article 3, paragraphs 3 and 6, as well as
Decision I/4 of the Parties to the Convention

Description of issue
- please attach supporting
information

The activity concerned was authorized and started extraction, processing and
flotation of Lead-Zinc-Copper ores without any kind of EIA at all. Waste waters
from the flotation are directly dumped into the river, tributary to the
transboundary Dragovishtitsa River. Cumulative effects together with several
hydropower plants on the affected river were not assessed. Full description can
be found here:

https://dams.reki.bg/uploads/Docs/FileslESPOO _COMMITTEE COMPLAINT BOS
ILEGRAD.pdf

form version of November 2008
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For use by secretariat:

Reference number | EIA/IC/INFO/

Date received

Original language of
information

Translation into
English by

Date forwarded to
Committee

Date forwarded to
Party or Parties

Remarks by
secretariat

Date first discussed
by the Committee
(possibly including

preliminary determination
of admissibility)

Additional
information
requested of
source

For use by the Committee:

The source of the information is known and not anonymous

The information relates to an activity listed in Appendix | to the
Convention likely to have a significant adverse transboundary impact

The information is the basis for a profound suspicion of hon-compliance

The information relates to the implementation of Convention provisions

Committee time and resources are available




