ENVIRONMENT

Possible actions to overcome key barriers to
implementing EPR recommendations related
to strategic environmental assessment
including in relation to energy transition

Elena Santer,
Environmental Affairs Officer

Espoo Convention secretariat




~ Strategic environmental assessment
in environmental performance reviews

>
)
Adtaining-Sustainable-Development-Goal sy
i

ENVIRONMENT

Facilitating-effective-economic-development-
and-greening-the-economyv]

Addressing climate-change]
)

Im prowving -governance-and-ensuring -cost-effective-«
decision-makingl

Ensuring-high-level-of-environmental-and-health-protectiony]

Facilitating-effective-regional -cooperation-in-addressing -environmental-
issues-and-transboundany-cooperationy]

S|



EPR recommendations on SEA
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LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK ON SEA IS IN FORCE AND ALIGNED WITH THE PROTOCOL ON STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PROCEDURAL STEPS of SEA, including consultations with environmental and health authorities, public participation and transboundary
consultations, are well established and followed in practice

APPROPRIATE FINANCIAL MEANS for carrying out SEA are allocated by the governmental budget;

AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARATION OF THE PLANS AND PROGRAMMIES are aware of their SEA-related responsibilities and
tasks and have sufficient capacities to perform these tasks

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITIES are aware of their SEA-related responsibilities and tasks and have sufficient capacities to perform
these tasks

HEALTH AUTHORITIES are aware of their SEA-related responsibilities and tasks and have sufficient capacities to perform these tasks

THE PUBLIC IS AWARE of the opportunities to participate in SEA processes

THE DECISION-MAKERS ARE AWARE of their SEA-related responsibilities and tasks and have sufficient capacities to perform these tasks

THERE ARE PRACTITIONERS/EXPERTS ABLE TO CONDUCT SEA

RELEVANT MEETHODS AND TECHNIQUES are known and used/can be used in SEA by environmental assessment practitioners
A SEA QUALITY CONTROL SYSTEM is established and performed

MECHANISM/PLATFORM enabling information sharing on SEA processes is in place
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THE PUBLIC IS AWARE of the opportunities to participate in SEA processes
KAZAKHSTAN

THE DECISION-MAKERS ARE AWARE of their SEA-related responsibilities a
The integration of environmental requirements into sectoral policy
THERE ARE PRACTITIONERS/EXPERTS ABLE TO CONDUCT SEA documents has started. However, the lack of strategic
environmental assessment (SEA) prevents systematic, coherent and
comprehensive integration of environmental measures and
requirements into sectoral policies. Key challenges for the
introduction of SEA include poor understanding of the instrument

MECHANISM/PLATFORM enabling information sharing on SEA processes i -lue/ =le0Celi i lligelgiel o olslaii s

RELEVANT MEETHODS AND TECHNIQUES are known and used/can be used

A SEA QUALITY CONTROL SYSTEM is established and performed
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NGBS 8 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

HEALTH AUTHORITIES are aware of their SEA-related responsibilities and tz Sectoral ministries do not initiate SEAs for their draft
strategic documents because there is no subsidiary
legislation that would tell them how to do it. Active
THE DECISION-MAKERS ARE AWARE of their SEA-related responsibilities a promotion of the SEA instrument has not been a

priority for the Ministry of Environment and Tourism
THERE ARE PRACTITIONERS/EXPERTS ABLE TO CONDUCT SEA of the Federation of Bosnia and

THE PUBLIC IS AWARE of the opportunities to participate in SEA processes

RELEVANT METHODS AND TECHNIQUES are known and used/can be used faEe{I=( e\ ERE IV ] [NER]{ o E!
In the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and in

Brcko District, the legislation includes no provisions
MECHANISM/PLATFORM enabling information sharing on SEA processes is| ¢1a/ 4=/ 18101 [ale = [a/ A elel il rdlolniss

The country’s experience with SEA in a transboundary
context is very limited.

A SEA QUALITY CONTROL SYSTEM is established and performed
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The existing SEA legislation needs some improvement to

guarantee the quality control of SEA, especially at regional level

THERE ARE PRACTITIONERS/EXPERTS ABLE TO CONDUCT SEA

RELEVANT METHODS AND TECHNIQUES are known and used/can be used in SEA by environmental assessment practitioners
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Key common challenges
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Absence of or gaps Ty the mnaticormnal legislative
framework for SEMA

Lirmited awareness of decision-makers about SEA
benaefits and about their responsibilities and
capacities to perforrm these tasks

Low awarceness of govermnmental plannming authorties
on SEAC-related responsibilities and capacities to
paerformm these tasks

Lirmiited capacities of enwvirconmental anrnd health
authorities to pertformrm SEA-related tasks

Lirmited knowledge of the public on the opportunities
to participate in SEA processes

Limited capacities of the environmental assessmeant
practutioners to implement the SEA and ensure Iits

quality]



Overcoming challenges

* identify and acknowiedge the chaiienges

® Commit to set up |improve the national SEA
system at a strategic level and develop a step-by-
step plan outlining priorities

® Obtain support of high-level decision-makers
® Establish intersectoral cooperation

® Ensure sufficient financial and technical support




Overcoming the challenges:

example Uzbekistan

IN UZBEKISTAN IN LINE WITH THE PROTOCOL ON SEA
PREPARED BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT

The aim of this strategy is fo establish national SEA system in

v/ Strategy of Actions for the - . S o 5
= Uzbekistan enabling application of SEA in line with the Protocol on
v Concept on Environmental Further Development of the = S SRR
Protection until 2030 Republic of Uzbekistan 2017
2021 Finalization and adoption of the legislative framework for SEA: The ﬁ:}
P 1 draft Law on SEA has been already prepared, however, it'= adoption
represents the key step towards establishing the national legislative
v St!'qtegy for v Strategy for the {mprk for sg. = . =
Transition to Green Conservation of
Economy for the Bi 0|Dgica| Support to practical application of SEA: conducting pilot SEAs has
proven to be the mest efficient capacity building as it provides "hands-

P 2 on’ opportunity for the relevant stakeholders to participate in the SEA,
and can be effectively combined with training and awareness r

activities

period 2019-2030 Attaining Sustainable Development Goals  Diversity for the
period 2019-2028

Facilitating effective economic development
and greening the economy Preparation of guiding documents on SEA to facilitate application of SEA:
P3 launching SEA practice (after adopting the SEA legislaticn) requires
detailed guidance on SEA procedure.

Addressing climate change

Organization of trainings and awareness raising for environmental and
P4 health authorities, deasion-makers, ermvironmental assessment ()

practitioners, and C50s.

Improving governance and ensuring cost-effective
decision-making
Supporting networking and information sharing to enable exchange of
expenence and distribution of information on SEA, which is very important ::

P 5 for enhancing the SEA practice as well as for efficient public participation

Ensuring high level of environmental and health protection _ :
and consultations.

Facilitating effective regional cooperation in addressing environmental
issues and transboundary cooperation



LIST OF SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES TO INTRODUCE AND

: DEVELOP THE SEA SYSTEM IN UZBEKISTAN
Overcoming

the

Tentative

Activity Priority
Ranking

Description Target group

challenges

1.1 Organizing a high- H A high-level event would promote an e High level
level awareness importance of adopting the national decision-makers
raising event for the legislative framework on SEA, including « Environmental
Cabinet of Ministers presentation of examples of the good authorities

SEA practice illustrating its benefits. The

agenda of the events should not exceed

2 hours, participation of representatives

of international organisation (including

UN agencies), EU member states, and/or

international SEA experts is desirable.
1.2 Carrying out H The detailed legal analysis of the draft e High level
detailed legal analysis Law on SEA may be consider to verify its decision-makers
of the draft Law on full compliance with the Protocol on SEA,  « Environmental
SEA  wvis-a-wvis  the which may provide inputs to be authorities
Protocol on SEA considered when finalizing the draft Law

on SEA and/or when developing the

secondary legislation.
1.3 Organizing the H The study tour on SEA to the EU country e High level

study tour on SEA

or the country which has recently initiated
the SEA practice (e.g. Georgia, Ukraine)
would raise awareness on practical
aspects of SEA and the added value it
bring to the planning.

decision-makers
« Environmental
authorities
s Health authorities

+ Planning
authorities
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Resources
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UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Protocol on Strategic
Environmental Assessment

Simplified Resource
Manual

Facts and Benefits

Thsproject s

Partnership for Environment and Growth

EaPGREEN @4 |

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the

UNECE National Strategy on the Use of Alternative and
UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE Renewable Energy Sources, 2015-2020
Good practice Recommendations ( . . Azerbaijan
on Public Pa rticipation in Strategic Enhancing Environmental Assessment Systems /
Environmental Assessment in Selec}ed C})m:ntru:s_nf Eastern Europe and e TRy
- the Caucasus in line with the UNECE Protocol

; % energy development

on Strategic Environmental Assessment ‘

= s
s Results and lessons learned from the 2013-2018 capacity-building activities |

s/
\ Benefits of the SEA pilot
B Provided a new approach to address environmental and health
] - impacts of renewable eneray sources atthe strateqic evel,
T |+ Revealed opportunities for enhanced environmental and health

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine

A

Pt o EnirinL i Gowth

protection.

Highlighted potential conficts between renewable energy and
other economic sectors

Formulated recommendations and measures to be considered in

further renewable energy development (including guidance for

EaP

@IOECD (i) weer UN @ (i

project leve
Improved communication among governmental bodies on envi-

UNITED NATIONS

ronmental issues

+ Morethan 10 pe
3 practical experier u'mth\lxdppm fon, mdnw e
was raised among governmental authorties

https://unece.org/publications/environmental-assessment Povidedabisisfordeveloping il SE udc

(&)
W8y UNECE N

NP



12



	Possible actions to overcome key barriers to implementing EPR recommendations related to strategic environmental assessment including in relation to energy transition
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	Overcoming the challenges: example Uzbekistan
	Overcoming the challenges
	  
	Overcoming the challenges

