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Implementation of the obligation to notify the public 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 

Context (Espoo, 1991) 
 

Regarding your letter Ref. EIA/IC/SCI/4/1, dated 9.06.2015, on the above issue and 
specifically on “how” the public is notified, I would like to clarify the following : 
 

i. Article 24 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Laws (2005 to 2014), provides 
that “ in case a certain development project may have a negative environmental effect 
on another member state of the EU, it should proceed to consultations with the 
competent authoritiesof the affected member party and ensure that all relevant 
information becomes available to the authorities and the public ”. However, there is no 
clarification in the above mentioned laws on “how” the public should be notified, 
leaving this issue in the discretion of the party of origin. 

ii. However, the same legislation states how the public is notified in case of other 
projects under the EIA legislation which are not transboundary.  The provisions of the 
legislation include posting on the internet site (Department of Environment), 
notifications to the media, sending letters to inform the relevant parties, and inviting 
them to the presentation of the projects by the competent authority. 

iii. Having mentioned the above, we would like to further clarify that the Cyprus 
Government has not yet proceeded to any kind of transboundary environmental 
impact assessment, since no such projects have been undertaken to present. If and 
when such an issue arises, the public should be notified through public consultations, 
the Department’s website, the government official gazette, public press or the media, 
accordingly. 

 
 
 
Irene Constantinou 
for Director 
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